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The Late Sir Robert Borden

tration, July 13, 1920, following the resignation
of Sir Robert Borden, was re-apptd. Minister
of Agriculture. Retired f rom offce with the
Meighen Government, Dec. 1921. Re-elec. to
H. of C. g.e., 1921; Apptd. Dominion Organizer
for the Conservative party in Aug., 1923; re-
elec. to H. of C. g.e., Oct. 1925. Apptd. Min.
of Agriculture, July 13, 1926.

No one needs te grieve overmuch because
Vhis man hs 'been taken away. For us, I
think there is cause for genuine regret, In
a time when the farmer is more in need of
sympathy than ever before in our history, in
a time when, possibly the west needs more
sympathy and understanding than ever before
in the 'history of Canada it geems untimely
that this mnan, who underatoo'l the farnier and
sy.mpathized with him, who understood and
synbpathized with the west, should be called
aw-ay, But in this ma.tter, as in ail others,
we have to bow to the will of Him who doeth
ail things well.

It wus comforting indeed to us to 'hear
the kind expressions regarding Doctor Hall.
One of the first thinge that c«ime to my mind
when I thouglit of Doetor Hall, looking baek
over his life, was a fine passage that appears
in Drinkwater's play, Abrahami Lincoln.
Speaking of Abramm Lincoln, one of the
chroniclers said:

Shail a man understand,
He shall know bitterneas because his kind,
Being perplexed of mind,
Hold issues even that are nothing mated.
And he shall give
Counsel out of hie wisdom that none shal hiear;
And steadfast in vain persuasion muet hie live,
And unabated
Shall his temptation be.
0f course, the loss of Doctor Hall wus a

painful shock to -us. It 'lias been writîten,
"Where there is no vision the people perish."
Singularly fortunate, I believe, are those
people in the m.inds of whose aIder mnen vision
cornes. This man was one of a large clams
of elderly people iii Canada, whose careful
studies of realities have convincedl them, first,
t.hat a change mnust come, ad, second, that;
that change mnuet take the shape of rnonetary
reforin. Once convinced, Dortor Hall caur-
ageously deeided. The risk to his business
and professional well-beixig he disrega.rded,
and plunged industriously and firrn'ly into the
fight for a safer and more prasperous Alberta
aajd Canada. In the struggle lie spared neither
time nor energy nor wealth. He became one
of -the firet and foremost social eredît leaders
througliout Edmonton- and the north. 71he
more clearly mnen corne ta ses the rneaning of
our times, the more tliey will realize thst in
a great and righteous cause the good doctor
strove well and died striving. We have known
and will rememnber aur colleague, Doctar Hall,

for his wise counsel, tolerant nature, and de-
votion to his -farnily, to his ohurch and to his
country.

THE LATE SIR ROBERT BORDEN
Rig-ht Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING

(Prime Minister): Mr. Speaker, I need flot
rernind the bouse of the loss which our country
sustained in the death, in June last year, of
the Right Hon. Sir Robert Borden. Froni
October, 1911, to July, 1920, Sir Robert Barden
was Prime Minister of Canada, a period of
fine years, aIl but three months, years whicha
included those of the great war with their
exceptional anxieties and responsibilities.

Wlien Sir Robert resigned the office of Prime
Minister lie intimated that hie in-tended ta
relinquish his part in active palities, and as
a consequence, when parliament diasolved in
1921, he ceased to be a member of this bouse.
Sir Robert Borden had been a member for
twenty-five years, and was sixty-seven. years
of age at the tirne of his retirernent.

Though Sir Robert ceased in 1921 to be a
member of parliament; he did not cesse to be
interested in politics or to take an active
part in public affairs. Indeed, the period of
reVirement which. followed his activities in
parliamerit afforded him an opportunity to
place at, the service of those who sought his
counsel the great experience which. he had
gained in public life. His retîrement gave
him. also an opporVunity to devote his time
and talent to the great causes which, he had so
mucli at heart.

In those years, I believe, Sir Robert found
the real reward of the sacrifices whicli his
earlier public services bad entailed, for they
gave to him not only the opportunities I have
just rnen-tioned, but they alsa afforded, what
a man inevitably sacrifices in the course of
great public duty, namely, opportuni-ty for
the quiet enjoyment of personal friendships
and a chance ta pursue with a degree of
thoroughness noV otherwise possible cultural
interests; as well as rnany forme of public ser-
vice. Those years of retirement; were years of
freedom and calmn. Tbey were shared with
Lady Borden at their home, Glensmere, in this
city, where together they exiloyed the beauty
of its surroundings, its lovely view of the
Rideau river, the society of their personal
friends and the activities of the capital witli
which Sir Robert's life had been so intimately
associated. Sir Robert there, too, regained in
large part the health and strength which haed,
been considerably impaired during the time hie
was in office.

The eventide of Sir Robert's life was not,
ere its close, without its glow upon the horizon.


