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Supply,-Formation of Ministry

The Serotary csi Stata bas offieially daclarad that
tha govemnor csf a British dominion ia bound to
Kolow the advsca of bis ministara in respect ta any
question of internaI poli-tics. Ha bas no discretion ion
the matter sud must leave the resp<nsibilirty with
t ha group of politicians who are supposad to reprasant
dis people. The colony, ion faot, le s sort osf republie
wýt.h the Prime Minîsfter, for the tise being, as its
virtual prasident. The emna doctrine wss sffirned by
Mr. Harcourt lu the Rouge of Commons whan desling
with tha relations betviaen Lord Gladstone aud General
Botha in tIse South African Union.

The Tasmanian orisis turnad ou thea question of thea
govamnoras right to grant or wiidihold s dissolution of
parliament. This right is part csf tha royal prero-
gative which the govemnor is suppoaed to axercise as
thea represeestativa csf dia sovaraign. Iu this country,
hcswavar, dia royal prerogativa in Ibis mattar bas
fallen ino abayance. If a Prime Minîlater, vihathar
dafeatad in dia Rouse of Comnss s or lot,' advisaa
tha King -to dissolve that advice isa scepted.

There is a point I want my hion. friends
opposite to notice. Hon, gentlemen opposite
say that we were defeated. I have told them
and they know that we were not defeated;
one has only to look at the records of the
Votes and Proceedings of this Bouse to see
what our position was. I will give the House
a little later on the position as it is recorded
there. But for the moment I want to point
this out that even if, while we were in office
we had heen defeated, if we followed the
British practice, after having carried on the
government as long as we had carried it on
under exigting conditions, if we asked Bis
Excellency tii grant dissolutions, Bib Excel-
lency would have been obliged to grant dis-
solution aven under those extreme circum-
stances. The article continues:

The responsibility Le laft with the mînisier wno
thougbt fit ta appeaî to the coustituancies; sud the
wiladons of bis action mueI ba judged by the results.
Tha issue is betwvaen him sud the people, and the
Soveraign does ot iutervene aithar to influence the
verdict or ta postpone the trial.

These are very significant words, very far-
reaching words. They affect the whole foun-
dation of constitutional government from one
end to the other of this great and vast emu-
pire. That is what fills me with amazement
at the position of hion, gentlemen opposite.
They would dare at this time in the history
of the British Empire to risk the possibility
of a great constitutional crisis, of which no
one can tell how far-reaching the effeets may
ha. just because they are determined to pro-
ceed in an unconstîtutional manner. It is
not too late yet for them to retreat.

Mr. GARLAND (Bow River): Wil the
right hion, gentleman give the House the date
of that article?

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: This ie as far
back as 1914.

Mr. GARLAND (Bow River): The date
miglit be of value for the record. It is
July 17, 1914.

Mr. MA{)KENZIE KING: My hion. friend
lias evidently consulted the samne authority.
The article goes on:

In the colonies a different practice has prevsiled.
The governor has been supposed to exorcise his dis-
cret:on in thýs end other mattars. Dissolutions asked
fur by premiers have been frequently refused. Colonial
parL:aments are short lived and party majoritias are
narrow; and Ris Excelleuey noay not deem. it worth

whUe to put a busy aud scattered population to the
expense of an elertion when the people will1 in any case,
aon have an npportunity to express their opinion. In
1899 dissolutions ware refused by the governora in no
fewer than three of the statas. In 1909 Mr. Earle, the
Labour Premier, was defeated in the Tasmanian House
of Assembly by a malnrity of six, sud askad the
Goveruor. Sir Harry Barron, to 4et him go to the
country. The governor refused, and sent for the leader
nf the oppos'tion, who was abla te, forma a m'nistrY
w'th sufficient aupport in the Houge. Iu thase and
other eases 'Downinig-street" barked up its man on the
spot snd asoarteil the discretinnary Power csf the
governor.

Ail that, as my hion. friand will note, re-
lates to a position affecting not a self-govern-
ing dominion, but these smaller states of a
colonial status. What is the next paragrapli?

It has n0W decided iu the opposite seosa.

That is in 1914 in the communication sent
to the governor of Tasmania.

The old trouble bas broken nut in Tasmania agaîn.
The Liberal aninister in Tasonania was defeated by a
single vote, sud the premniar, Mr. Solomon, aaked Sir
William Bllison-Macartney, the Governor, to grant a

rlqqlîtiu, u th. -- vrnor _dus -1nA 'Mel,,nn
Mr. Earle. the Labour Leader, to iorm a ministry,
annaxing, howavar, to bis request thea condition that
a ganerail alection should take place. Mr. Esîle accepted
undar protest, sud bis objection ws aupported by the
parliament which rasolved, with only one dissentient
vota, that the gnveruor's demand ws cnntrary f0 the
principle of respousibla goverumant. The resoliction
vias trsnsnsitted by the govemnor to the Sacretary of
State for the Coonies, who hasa repliad in the despatch
whieh eosphatically supports the position taken tsp by
the Tasmnanien premier sud leg'slature. It is laid dovin
that the goveroor ought to set upon the advice of bis
mWnstera in such s question as that of authorizing os
prohibiting a dissolution of perliamnent, whieh ia ne
of puraly internaI qiolitics, aud that ha ought not to
imposa conditions uipon thons, In other viords, it is the
mnnst.ers, prasunsably rapreuting the people, who are
respcusible for the "pesce, order, sud good govaru-
ment" of the aolony, not the officer viho represents the
crovin snd the imparial caibinet. If thia doctrine is
maintainad--ss it probsbly wili be--alcnost the lest
vestige of insperial coutrol ovar the affaire nf tha self-
gnverniug colonies disappeara. It is an emphstie recog-
nition of tIhe romplata natiouhood of the dominions,
go far as regards their ovin donestir governînent. TIsa
aRovernor romaýns. though it may not ba long baore
h'e wii bc apu,,iutef on t he recominendation of tIse loceal,
rather than the home, cabinet. Ha is ihere te, guard


