
[APRIL 25, 1900]

ceding years. They succeeded an adminis- insurance, the public credIt of England-L
tration that had been lu open, shamefui will fot weary the buse by giving the
and avowed rebellion; an adminis- statisties; but in ail these there bas been a
tration that cared so little for their duties larger increase in the last four years than
as statesmen as to subjeet themselves to LUcre ever was before inithehistory of this
the laughter of their opponents, while they country. Wlen tUe ex-Minister of Finance
caused pain and heartburnings to their sup-,Ç.)IiPoster) rose In bis place and said it
porters. When the Liberals caine into wasunfair to contrast the last tbree'years
power, they found want of confidence every- of Conservative rule witb the tlree years
where ; they found depression in trade and under'tUe present govermuent, because
tbey found a state of disorder in race -andti Liimes witli tlern were hard, 1 was reminded
religelous circles sucli as neyer existed in of vhat a distingished Frenchi statesmian
titis country before, In reference to the 1 one said-not as a question of morals, but
education question. Tbat was the legacy in view of what always Happened-that a lie
lef t by tUe Conservatives totheLiberal salways a blunder. Was it true? Wy,
government, and the Liberals becarne the!1Ihave here under y band the preclous lit-
residuary legatees of ail that. Lt devolved erature that ws sent out to te country in
upon the Liberals to meet the condition of tos durinr toe last elections. For exaiple,
affairs manfully, and bow well they sue- liere is an openl letter whicb the Conser-x
ceeded, ail who are not politically prejudic- tives used ail over the Dominion ; and you
ed, recogized. I do îlot say that tbe Con- will be surprised to learn tbat in 1896, cigli-
servative rovernnent should be Uebl re- teen yersafter tue time the tMackenzie
sponslbleu for their deficits, or for the de-ndgovernment went out of power, te fear-
pression d trade, but i merely point out fui spectre of the bad times under Macken-
now that sucie was tueh condition of things zie was held up as a warning to tUe peo-
when tue Liberals attained power. For four pie fot to allow the Liberals to core in.
years tUe Liberals bave carried on the af- Listen to the reasons gis-en as a sort ot
fairs of ttis country, during which it as apology for te Conservative party voting
prospered, and as an excuse for this pros- as tliey did upon tUe Manitoba sehool ques-
perity, the Conservatives tel us that it Is ton:
goeryen webave ontinued tb e sate As good Conservatives we could fot take thepolicy.asftUe Consevatiead theisahetremendous responsibility in reference to thee yatee athatIte business interests of Canada. Had we defeated

ceeded, tall woare notrolitily p eic-

eurtethe goverment, who would have succeeded to
sup)port. If it Is the sarne policy, tUe pro- !Power? We remembered wbat happened In 1874-,
test made by the manufacturers the other 79-how trade diminished, Uow the revenues went
day is a very strange thIng.l If it is tUe down and the taxes went up how the debt roll-nowed up to the figure oth$8,etin annually, ande Li s a ae defits were te order o each year; how a

yersthe iberso uh fave ried n the af-î

o re s e er ti shundredtousand farmers petitioned for protec-
wheu the Conservatives had that poîicy. 1ion, the artisans waiked te streets looking for
Surely like should produce like. Let me ask wrk, and general depression existed o al
gentlemen opposite this: If it is tUe same !branches o! business.
policynawll any one of these gentlemen saye
that should such an unlikely thing as as Elgwteen years afterwards the people of this
change of -governent occur, that tbey w I hv country were called upon to look baeck to a

eratuarethate was isetou t tecontry in

retainteexistingtarif in Its entrety.r te s n r
There is noting like testing people. If e sa e c e
the saine policy, wby do, tUe Conservatives tbey voted for tUe Reuiedial BIII ag"ainst
tell the manufacturers that tbey are in' t1eir wili. The fearful terror was that te

tives usedal over Ithomion; and byou

danger? I was surprsed to hear teon. bed t entn ig
gentleman from Addngton (Mr. Bell) say 1ack ter condition of tbings that existed in
tbat wben the preferential tariff wa s made 1878. Is it wen for te ex-M inister of Fn-
25 per cent,, the -manufacturers were told ance to say now, It was mean to mahe tUe
that no further reduction wouid be made. comparison The Conservative party after
He mustbave forgotten tUe statement madei elgateen years cou d take advantage o
by the Finance Minister ( str. Fielding), ,witat was not true, that te Mackenzle go-
when he told the manufacturers that that ernment and te Liberal party were respo-
was not te end of it, and that they sad sib e for'the depression that tben existed.
better prepare for further reductions. The arn not usingtUe argument; I arnsimpiy
statement was neer made that there would pointing out their position when any man
be no further preference granted, nor is the uses ther own pet argument against them-
staternent made now tha,%Yt this is going selvAes. I renember that In o te mining
be the end of the reduction. 1 amn within towns of Pictou- from 1878 downwards,
the judgment of tUe bouste when II say thatî there was not, an election hèld In whieb
gentlemen opposite told us when they weremthosenpoor rnersiwerelot rtold nIf ou
lu power that the following were sure signs îvote for ten Liberals, you wll have the
of t e prosperous n state of the country" sae dark days that e sted at the tren e
The deposits In tre savings banks-how we Mackenzde was n power and thos e poortel-toheraboutt-DsTedposy-s tiow, theartis whalk the s eespk-

chngecatre kte ofgvrmn cutadtatey lul conr wUeri et hatlduo to lookd back bt-
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