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the law stood, every inhabitant of
Canada and particularly every inhabi-
tant of Lower Canada, was'permitted
to grow for the use of himself and his
family, all the tobacco that they could
possibly consume; in addition to this,he
was not required,as in most other coun-
tries, to pay an excise duty at all in pro-
portion to the amount which was levied
on tobacco imported into this country.
Hon. gentlemen who by voting for this
motion favoured a reduction in the reve-
nue from this source of from $500,000
to $800,000 a year, should be pre-
pared to inforr their constituents how
they proposed to make good that de-
ficiency. As matters stood at present,
he did not see how the loss to the re-
venue could possibly be made good,
unless by very considerable direct tax-
ation—a step which he thought few of
the constituencies of this country
would welcome in exchange for the
loss of duty on tobacco. He would
say nothing as to the injury to our
credit, which would inevitably ensue if
we showed to the world, and particu-
larly to individuals with whom we
might have financial relations, that we
were prepared to allow such perilous
experiments to be made with one of
themainsgources of ourrevenue. Forhis
own part he had always said that he
would be very glad to see not only
this, but other duties reduced, if the
revenue permilted. There were, how-
ever, few things on which a duty could
be more properly levied than on to-
bacco. He would also remind the
House that, although the present duty
on’ tobacco might appear considerable
compared with the duty formerly
levied in this country, it was utterly
insignificiant compared with the duties
levied in other countries, particularl
with the duty levied in England, whicK
was at present in excese of 4s. sterling.
He believed that, under the recent
roposition of the Chancellor of the
xchequer, it would amount to some-
thing like 4s. 8d. or 4s. 10d. sterling
er lb., being neariy five-fold the
duty levied in Canada. He need
not remind hon. members of the
House that the growth of tobacco in
Great Britain was prohibited alto-
gether under very severe penalties,
vastly more severe than we had ever
thought of adopting. He particularly
Mge. CARTWRIGHT.

[COMMONS.}

Duties.

desired to call the attention of hon.
members whose constituents might be
interested in the matter, to the simple
fact that, under the scale of duties as
adjusted by the present Government,
those constituents were not in-
jured thereby, but gained a very con-
siderable advantage. Under the duties
imposed by the late Government, in
1868, which were 10c. per 1b. on im-
ported tobacco, and 5c. on tobacco
grown in this country, the native pro-
ducer had an advantage over the foreign
producer of 5e. per 1b. only. TUnder
the present scale of duties of 20c. on
imported tobacco, and 10c. on that
grown by the native prolucer, there
was a clear advantage to the latter of
10c.; in other words, he had, by the
duties of 1874, gained an additional
advantage of 5c. over the foreign prot
ducer. Now, when it was romem-
bered that the foreign tobacco im-
ported into this corntry, amounting to
nearly 10,000,000 Ibs., it would be
seen that the Canadian producer had
at the present moment an enormous
advantage, if he could produce an arti-
cle which would enter into competi-
tion with the foreign product. He bhad
called attention to the-e few points,
becanse he thought it was very desira-
ble not only that hon. members of the
House, but also their constituents
thronghout the country, should under-
stand distinctly what was aimed at by
a motion of this kind. There could be
no doubt whatever that if this rate was
passed, if the duty now imposed on
tobaceo grown in this country was
abolished or curtailed, a very consider-
able production of mnative tobacco
would take place—though he was in-
clined to think this production would
take place more largely in certain
localities in Ontario than in Quebec.
But, in any case, the inevitable result
wounld be, fir-t, an enormous reduction
in the duty now obtained from that
source, and, in the next place, a very
heavy direct taxation would be levied
in some form on the whole people of
this country. He could conceive 10
proposition, -under present ciroum-
stances, more mischievous; no propo-
sition more likely to injure our credit,
or which ought to be more unani-
mously econdemned by the House. N0
proposition, he might venture to 83y



