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The most powerful member of our NATO coalition, and as
recent history has perhaps demonstrated the only one which now
has the economic and military power to enable it to discharge

fully truly world-wide responsibilities, is the United States .
Within the last few days the administration in Washington has
proposed to Congress an increased acceptance of those responsi-
bilities in the Middle East in what is called the Eisenhower
Doctrine .

I do not think-it would be appropriate for me to
discuss in detail a proposal of the-United States Government
which is now before Congress and concerning which differences
of opinion have already appeared, but I think I can say without
impropriety that the ideas behind this doctrine are welcome d
by this Government as evidence of the increased interest of'the
United States in the Middle East in terms of both defence and
economic aid for the development of the area . It seems to me
important that those two things go together there as elsewhere .

Mr . Dulles, in quoting .the President's declaration to
a Congressional Committee, has warned, and I think the warning
is a good one, that no single formula will solve -all the
problems in the Middle East and that-there is no single panacea
for them . Nevertheless it is quite obvious I think that those
proposals have very important implications which have been very
well put in my view by the Washington correspondent of the
Winnipeg Free Press , and I quote from one of his articles as
follows :

The American Government, once Congress has given
its expected approval,-

Or perhaps as I should say "if Congress gives its
expected approval . "

-will be committed to a solemn and unprecedented obligation
in the Middle East . It will be pledged to use force if necessary
to protect that region from Russia or'from any state responsive
to Russia's pressures .

Then Mr . Freedman went on to say this :

That is the ultimate commitment . There can be none
greater . It has been defined in this challenLing form to
prevent Russia from believing that the eclipse of British and
French influence allows it to bring the Middle East under
Moscow's control .

Mr . Steward (Winnipeg North) : Does that doctrine
not suggest there is a danger of by-passing the United Nations?


