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our best poets deserve r,ore attention than they yet
.beengiven at home and abroad

. Some of the most finished poems
published in the past ten years have a universality of
appeal and a true distinction in style and inspiration .

Let us now cone to the novelists and short
story writers . From the begin~inh of our literature to the
years which preceded the last

:~var, poetry was al~rays on a
higher level than the novel

. The novelists Philippe-Aubert
de Gaspé, àntoine Gérin-Lajoie and Zoseph T.:alr_ette did not,on the i,,rhole, constitute as i:zposing a ;roup as did the
poets Octave Crémazie, Louis Fréchette, Pauriphyle Lernay and
William Chapman. Similarly, a f;eneration later, the novels
of Laure Conan, Napoléon Bourassa and Jules-Paul Tardive

l
did not reach the hi3h standard attained in the best poetical
works by Alfred Garneau, i~crée Beauchemin and Emile Nelligan

.
The disparity between the two groups decreased progressively,
though it was still noticeable twenty years ago when th

enovels of Jean-Charles iiarvey, Larry Bernard, Robert de
Roquebrune and Pierre Dupuy i--iere not quite in a class with
the poems of Paul L:orin, Guy Delahaye, Alfred I?esRoehers andRobert Choquette .

But with the successive publication of Un horimeet son ,by Claude-?ienri Grit;non, Les Engagés c~u ~~randPorta ,;e by Leo-Paul Desrosiers, ~. :e naud~àitre-c~raveur, byFtlix-Aintoine Savard ; and 3 ~ents by r~inE;uet, the novelfor;,ed ahead and, notc,Jithstandin; the remarkable poeticalworks mentioned a moment ago, kept the balance in its favour,thanks to novelists such as Germaine Guévremont, Gabrielle-Roy, Roger Le.melin and Robert Charbonneau .

Like most poets of their ;eneration, the novelist sClaude-Henri Grignon, Féiix-Antoine âavard and Robert de
Roquebrune, have not published any new novels in the past tell
years . On the other hand, i,_ichelle LeNormand (b:rs . Léo-PaulDesrosiers),

after minor romances and short stories, put out a
±eharming novel about the friendship of four ladies, La plusbel le chose du r..onde . Rex Desi ::archais, after a rather, ;ediôcre! bè~in'nin;~ has ~;iven us tirhat si -11+ be considered a sMost remarkable i deol o --icKl novel, La Chesnaie . It is tstory, severe and pessimistic, of the failûre ôf a herevolutionary r.iove:aent to establish a dictatorship in theprovince of 4uebee

. At the conclusion, the author says that,
even if the hero is dead and the secret society broken up ,all is not ended because the idea 3urvives . The main faul

t this novel is that the author intervenes too often in th e!narration . Tn spite of its shortcor,in.,s, La Chesnaie is astrong., and ori^inal novel .

Rin ,"uet, tvhose ~C aroenttS one of the Ir.aster-

Young people in the Laurentians . ;~rançois I~ertél, ioruhiBf

Pieees of our letters, has ncver a,,ain reached the levelattained in his first novel and Fa-a .;se r.onnaie, publishedlast year, is just a lon; short story :oritt~en in a convea-
tional style about an ordinary vreek-end spc~j,,it b a

Part, after a first novel i rispired by life in a boarding-schoo2, has put out a trilogy of decreasin ; intorest which isnore a
collection of metaphysical and psichological tales thanthree actual novels . The thre© books do not lack ia originality,but the author forces his talent a little too much . The only

novelfst of that generation who has so far achieved many novelsOf distinction i s L 6o- j?aua. Desro v iers, our be8t hi3torica2n0va11 st .
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