our best poets deserve more attention than they yet been
given at home and abroad. Some of the rost finished poenms
published in the past ten years have a universality of
appeal and a true distinction in style ana inspiration.

Let us now come to the novelists and short
story writers. From the beginning of our literature to the
years which preceded the last war, poetry was always on a
bigher level than the novel. The novelists Philippe-Aubert
de Gaspé, santoine Gérin-Lajoie and Joseph larmette diqd not,
on the whole, constitute as imposging a group as did the
poets Octave Crémazie, Louis Fréchette, Pamphyle Lemay and
william Chapman, Similarly, a gzeneration later, the novels
of Laure Conan, Napoléon Bourassa and Jules-Paul Tardivel
did not reach the hizh standard attained in the best poetical
works by Alfred Garneau, liérée Beauchemin and Emile Nelligan.,
The disparity between the two groups decreased progressively,
thouzh it was still noticeable twenty years agzo when the
novels of Jean-Charles Harvey, Harry Bernard, Robert de
Roquebrune and Pierre Dupuy were not cuite in a class with
the poéms of Paul Lorin, Guy Delahaye, Alfred DesRochers and
Robert Choguette,

But with the successive publication of Un horme
et _son péché by Claude-lienri Grignon, Les Tns-a:ds du Grand
Fortaze Dy Léo-Paul Desrosiers, kenaud, aitre-craveur, by
Félix-antoine Savard; and 30 arvents by Ringuet, the novel
forzed ahead and, notwithstanding the remarkable poetical
works mentioned a nmoment a30, kept the balance in its favour,
thanks to novelists such ag Germaine Gudvremont, Gabrielle-
Roy, Roger Lemelin and Robert Charbonneau.

Like most poets of their generation, the novelists
i Claude-Henri Grignon, Félix-Antoine Savard and Robert de
Roquebrune, have not published any new novels in the past teqg
years. On the other hand, Lichelle LeNormand (Mrs. Léo-Paul
Desrosiers), after minor ronances and short stories, put out a
charming novel about the friendship of four ladies, la plus
‘belle chose Gu monde. Rex Desmarchais, after a rather
ywediocre besinning, has given us what nisht be considered as
!our 108t remarkable ideolorical novel, la Chesnaie. It ig the
istory, severe and pessimistic, of the failurc of a
‘revolutionary novement to establish a dictatorship in the
‘drovince of Juebec. At the eonclusion, the author says that,
even if the hero is dead and the Ssecret society broken up,

all 13 not ended because the idea survives., The main fault .
With this novel is that the author intervenes too often in the
larration. Xn spite of its shortcomings, La Chesnaie is a
Strong and orizinal novel,. '

, Rinsuet, whose 20 arzents is one of the master-
bleces of oup letters, has nover asain redched the level
dttained in Mis first novel and Fausse rmonnaie, published
last year, is just a dony short story written in a conveg-
tional style about an ordinury week-end spent by a group of
joung people in the Laurentiana, Jrangols Hertel, for his
Jart, after a first novel inspired by life in a boarding-
3¢hoo}, has put out a trilosy of de¢reasinz interest which is
ore g collection of metaphysical and psychological tales than
iree actual novels. The thres books do not lack in originality,
but the author forces his talent a little too much., The only
Novelist of that generation who has so far achieved many novels

°f distinction is Léo-Paul Desrosiers, our best historical
lavelyse .

/Desrosiers




