René Lévesque interviewing Fidel Castro,
Montreal, 1959

Canadian Policy
Stays Unchanged
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Excerpt from The Globe and Mail, 5 January 1961

The decision of the United States government in
January 1961 to sever diplomatic relations and
impose a trade embargo on Cuba placed other
members of the Organization of American States
(OAS) under tremendous pressure to follow suit.
Canada, although a member of NATO and trans-
Atlantic ally of the United States, was not a mem-
ber of the OAS and felt no obligation to do the
same, as Prime Minister John Diefenbaker
explained to his Cabinet on January 4th 1961.
Canada and Mexico proved to be the only two
nations of the Americas which maintained uninter-
rupted diplomatic relations with Cuba throughout
the 1960s.

In the mid-1970s, the Liberal government in
Ottawa decided to focus more political attention
on Canada’s relations with Latin America, includ-
ing Cuba. A series of Ministerial visits followed,



