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peace agreements, and protecting civilians. The coming years are likely to see high 

demand for military forces with varied capabilities. Canadians need to consider how 

our military can best support our foreign policy. 

Approaches to non-military security 
Canada has long believed that military capability is only one part of a broader approach 

to security at home and abroad. Our human security approach to foreign policy 

recognizes that the security of states is essential but not sufficient to ensure the safety 

of their citizens. It is also vital to address non-military sources of con flict that fuel 

societal instability and create environments in which political or religious extremism 

can flourish. In view of the dangers posed by fragile and poorly governed states, the 

international community must work with such states to strengthen their governing 

institutions and judicial systems, to hold their leaders accountable, and to support the 

rule of law. Stabilizing fragile states also requires conflict prevention and a sustained 

commitment to the reconstruction of states emerging from conflict. These tasks can 

be assumed only if Canada acts in partnership with other governments, multilateral 

institutions, private-sector actors and civil society organizations. 

International partnerships are equally vital in addressing other threats such as poverty, 

infectious disease and environmental degradation. Preserving clean air and water are 

essential not only to Canada's own security but also to global stability in the decades 

ahead. Canada recently ratified the Kyoto Protocol on climate change. We are working 

with the provinces and territories, and with industry, to implement this important 

international commitment. 

Canada is addressing broader security issues through multilateral action on other 

fronts as well. A notable success has been the Convention on the Prohibition of the 

Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their 

Destruction (known as the Ottawa Convention). Canada has also done much to 

promote the establishment of an International Criminal Court to prosecute perpe-

trators of war crimes and crimes against humanity. While progress has been made 

toward establishing the Court, continued international efforts are needed to ensure 

the Court's ability to dispense truly impartial justice when national courts cannot 

or will not do so. 

Canada also took the lead in supporting the International Commission on Inter-

vention and State Sovereignty. Following the world's failure to prevent genocide in 
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