
development of civil society, and econoznic development. Liberalization ini the
present context refers to a limitation of the power of the state, a reduction of
repression, and to the expansion of constitutionalism and civil liberties.
Political liberalization then may be viewed as a way to reconfigure or to change
Latin American societies to suppress authoritarianism, militarism, and
violence by paramilitary forces or other groups. Ini this pro cess, the old elites
must accept new realities that other sectors are entitled to participation so
that the views of government reflect the entire society and flot one smali
segment. Democratization refers to institutional and structural changes, and
cultural or attitudinal changes. The goal is to attaln greater. levels of
participation in politics beyond the elites a.nd to ýstablish civilian control of
the mnllltary. The development of civil society refers to the coming together of
Individuals into autonomous civil groups of ail kinds to achieve greater control
of their own destiny. Economic development whlch is often associated with
econouac growth must be examined to see if positive growth rates benefit the
population in general or if disparities of wealth and poverty mlght provoke


