
thec chasm between the Western powers and Russia). There is no doubt that NATO needs the UN
to legitimise its actions internationally as well as to fill the civilian component of humanitarian
interventions. (The defeat in the General Assembiy of the proposai by Russia ta end the air
strike iegitimised the Kosovo intervention by defauit.)

While the U.S.A. 18 increasingiy impatient with the UN, it idealises NATO - a situation
that may alter after the Kosovo action has been closely assessed. The Kosovo intervention also
pointed to U.S.A. particuiarism. in its reluctance to commit ground troops and sacrifice military
lives. While the U.S.A. would like ta shifi more responsibility for regionai conflicts ta the
Europeans, it prevents industrial mergers that wouid improve Europe's defence caracitv.
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