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Chapter VI

FINAL CLAUSES

ARTICLE 18

Signature, ratification, acceptance, approval and accession

1. The present Convention shall be open for signature until 15 January 1973 at
the Office of the United Nations at Geneva and subsequently from 1 February 1973
until 31 December 1973 inclusive at the Headquarters of the United Nations at New
York by all States Members of the United Nations or of any of the specialized agencies
or of the International Atomic Energy Agency or parties to the Statute of the
International Court of Justice, and by any other State invited by the General Assembly
of the United Nations to become a Party to the present Convention.

2. The present Convention is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by
States which have signed it.

3. The present Convention shall remain open for accession by any State referred
to in paragraph 1.

4. Instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

ARTICLE 19

Entry into force

1. The present Convention shall enter into force nine months from the date of the
deposit of the fifth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

2. For each State ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to the present
Convention after the deposit of the fifth instrument of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession, the present Convention shall enter into force six months after
the date of the deposit by such State of its instrument of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession.

3. Any instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession deposited
after the entry into force of an amendment to the present Convention shall be deemed
to apply to the Convention as amended.

4. Any such instrument deposited after an amendment has been accepted but
before it has entered into force shall be deemed to apply to the Convention as amended
on the date when the amendment enters into force.

ARTICLE 20

Termination of the operation of the Customs Convention on Containers (1956)

1. Upon its entry into force, the present Convention shall terminate and replace,
in relations between the Parties to the present Convention, the Customs Convention
on Containers, opened for signature at Geneva on 18 May 1956.


