
Verification of a Central American 
Peace Accord 

The National Reconciliation Commission shall be composed of: a 
representative of the executive branch and his alternate; a representative and an alternate 
proposed by the Conference of Bishops and chosen by the Government from a list of three 
bishops. This list shall be submitted within 15 days following receipt of the formal 
invitation. Governments shall make this invitation within five working days following the 
signing of this document. The same procedure of proposing three candidates shall be used 
to choose a representative and an alternate representative of legally registered opposition 
political parties. The list of three candidates shall be submitted within the same period as 
indicated above. Each Central American Government shall also choose an eminent citizen 
belonging to neither the Government nor the goverrunent party, and his alternate, to serve 
on the Commission. The agreement or decree setting up the corresponding National 
Commission shall be communicated immediately to the other Central American 
Governments. 

2. APPEAL FOR AN END TO HOSTILITIES 

The Governments make an urgent appeal that, in those States of the region 
where irregular or insurgent groups are currently active, agreement be reached to end 
hostilities. The Governments of those States undertake to take all necessary steps, in 
accordance with the constitution, to bring about a genuine cease-fire. 

3. DEMOCRATIZATION 

The Governments undertake to promote an authentic democratic process that 
is pluralistic and participatory, which entails the promotion of social justice and respect for 
human rights, the sovereignty and territorial integrity of States and the right of every 
nation to choose, freely and without outside interference of any kind, its own economic, 
political and social system. They shall adopt, in a way that can be verified, measures 
conducive to the establishment and, where appropriate, improvement of democratic, 
representative and pluralistic systems that will guarantee the organization of political 
parties and effective popular participation in the decision-making process and ensure that 
the various currents of opinion have free access to fair and regular elections based on the 
full observance of citizens rights. In order to ensure good faith in the implementation of 
this process of democratization, it shall be understood that: 

(a) There must be complete freedom of television, radio and the press. 
This complete freedom shall include freedom for all ideological 
groups to launch and operate communication media and to operate 
them without prior censorship; 

(b) Complete pluralism of political parties must be established. Political 
groupings shall, in this connection, have broad access to the 
communication media and full enjoyment of the rights of association 
and the power to hold public demonstrations in unrestricted exercise 
of the right to publicize their ideas orally, in writing and on 
television, and members of political parties shall enjoy freedom of 
movement in campaigning for political support; 
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