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without any thought or reference either te the law whieh as

citizeus they set up, or te the judges whom equally they
appoint to adudnlster it.

Oddly enougli the sanie democracy, constituting itself

both judge and jury, is unable te supply from ameug its uu-
bers twelve good men aud true te try the case ILt close range.
A cau&se celèbre la preseuted te au astouished country, in which

the chief witness for the prosecution gives bis testimony befeore
an association of bankers; the adveeate for the defence har-

angues not the court but the newspapers; and the judge la

besought te de anything but try the case and give the judge-
meut. Te such a pass does the pragmatic spirit brlug those

constitutional fonins which au age-leug struggle fer reasonable
safeguards of freedom lias se laboriously attaiued.

Let it be remembered, tee, that at the very moment wheu

deniecracy seems about te take over a part of the constitution,
lu which it was neyer schoeled, it is abaudoniug te arbitrary
cenunittees just those subjects which it eught most assid-
uously te coutrel. Iu the judicial sphere ef the state where

expert administraters could f ar botter maintain rights and

preveut infringeinents than ceuld auy iuterested and short-

seeiug votera, an arbitrary ballot is to supplaut an impartial
arbiter. But of that deprtet, embracing taxation and the

freedom of contract, where universal intereast ia the surest aIIy

of liberty, commissions, discretionary and doinineering, are
te be handed the charge.

In Canada, a new gevernment proposes te, put the tariff

under the control ef a comisio. It will entrust te an
executive body what should nover lie taken eut of the ephere
of parliameutary debate. It will turu into a department what
eught te be the most constant of political issues. It will

compromise the atate, as far as cau lie seen, by the inherent
views of only eue of the politicàl parties; and by se doing, will

lie the meat effective means of preventing auy criticism of

those views. Ail this wlll lie doue in the name of practicality
by men whe have nover osdrdfram enthbaig
ef it ail upon their constitution and terliberty.


