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Letters to the Editor.

THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF APPLIED CHEMISTRY.

) Sik,~— Your issue of the 21st missed being sent to me
whlle' away, as the other issues were, so that T have but just
seen it.  “ Current Topies ” is a department to which natur-
ally attaches the most importance as dealing with current
events.  Having read it one feels up-to date in the most
notable events of the time. And your paragraphs on “ The
Secon_d International Congress of Applied Chemistry ” met
my views exactly. As I read the first two the question,
Where was Canada ? impatiently arose, and T was more than
gratified to find that your third paragraph asked that very
question.  Why, sir, was not Canada represented at so
important a gathering? Why? Because as yet Canada is
Provincial—there is no mistaking the fact. Her people
have not yet learned to think of themselves as a people Lut
as segregations.  Till we come out of this narrow groove of
thought we shall never make ourselves felt as a people. Till
we take our place in international gatherings as a matter of
course, and so manifest to the world our self-respect, we may
cry  Nationality—Independence all we like, we shall
only look, and be, ridiculous. The old York motto—the
motto our Women’s Canadian Historical Society has adopted
as alene adequately indicative of work and aim—the motto
“DEEDS SPEAK,” applies strongly in the present instance.
“ Why was Canada absent ” from such a gathering, perhaps
above all others, a gathering of the time? [t was not for
lack of able and accomplished chemists : Pyke, Ellis, Mac-
farland, Shutt, are names that rise at oncs to minds; a
dozen more might readily be added, covering alike every
brauch of the great science, and coming from all over the
Dominion. What these men have missed in aspiration,
enlargement, encouragement, and opportunity for observa-
tion, it is ditficult to estimate ; what Canada has missed
cannot be estimated Lot us see that it never oceurs again.
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Music.
STUDIEN IN VOCAL MURIC — FGURTH PAPEG D THE SONGS OF
ROBERT PRANZ.

IT would be difficult to point out any composer of high
rank whose songs display such striking uniformity in
quality as those of Robert Franz. Few, if any of them, can
be fairly set aside as altogether unworthy of attention, and
the number of those that are unquestionably great is equally
small. These statements show at once both the strength
and the weakness of the composer. He does not turn aside
from his high aims for the purpese of gaining the applause
of the ignorant, nor, on the other hand, is he able, strive
as he may, to reach those rare altitudes where only the
greatest masters—and they but seldom —have stood. With
these opinions probably most careful students of Franz will
agree ; but if we should seek to define exactly the height of
the plane which his works occupy there would no doubt be
much dissent, While to the present writer it seems that
very many of the songs have been made and not born-——cun-
ningly made, yet lacking somewhat in power—at the same
time there is a charm about the finest among them which
is unquestionable, Many of them are short, and the pre-
vailing style is decidedly simple. Yet they are, to a large
extent, unconventional, and it was, perhaps, in the effort to
avoid conventionality that the composer sometimes produced
melodies which seem rather strained and unattractive. Fre-
quent and quite unexpected changes of key are to be noted
as a prominent feature of the songs, producing at times de-
lightful effects, but on other occasions giving to the composi-
tions a restless and uncertain character. In not a few in-
stances this uncertainty is brought to a climax by closing
the song without returning to the chord of the tonic—a most
unusual custom and one which is often unpleasant to many
listeners. Sometimes the composer selects this type of end-
ing without any easily discernible reason, but its purpose is
readily seen when it serves to heighten the effect of incom-
pleteness produced by the words of the song w}len they ,md
with an unanswered question. Wandl’ich in dem Wald
des Abends,” Op. 39, No. 4, and “ Ach, wie komm ich da
hinueber ?” Op. 41, No. 2, will serve as examples, besides



