
named Whitrnan's "Carol to Death " as
one of the most perfect pooms in the ian-

Corne lovely anfd seotlîing deatît,
Ujîdltate around the w' rlil, sereîîtdy arriving,

arrivire!,
In the day, in tue ,îight, to ail, o each,
Soolnet or 1Mter, delîcate îeatlî.

Praised 1)e the fath îi,îess unverso,
Foi, life and joy, andi l'or objects an d know-

Antd for lovîe, s î, eet Irie Vt -11 tpraisO 1
lîraise!

For the sure-eîîw'iîding, aim, iof ecul, ijifoldîîîg
death.

I>ark in tlîe r, ai nays gl din n liar w it s> ft
feet,

Ilave nou1e chaiitod fo'r tlîeù a chiant of fallest

Then 1 chanit it for thee, I glorify tico above

1 bring thce a song tliat xvlîcî tiiî in ii-

tiCU( ciflîe, COite iiifaltcriiigly.

Sureiy the Il dark mother " was neyer
greeted sa chemily and foarlessly. Joy
rings through every lino at the thought of
death's inevitablenoss. Surely if the spirit
of this Carol could enter the hearts of a
million mon, driving ont the mombid fear of
death which has dwolt there ail too long,
the happier time of which our prophet
droamed would be hastened in its coming.

Thore is no room for regret in the deatli
of Walt Whitman, lie has finished his ap-
pointed task, given ta the worid the mcr
sage which was lus ta bear and turned with
a sigh of content to sleep in tho bosonî of
bis beloved earth, Il the mother of us ail."
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THE GHosr 0F FJDUCATION.

ET TY IU, B1RUTE

I make no protence in this paper to any
vemy groat originaliy of thought, soquence
of method or exhaustiveness of treatment.
I simpiy intend to advanoe a few suggestive
propositions, Il toll you that whîchi you
yourselves do know," or should know, and
what many have been kqowing-, seeing, and
net a few publishing abmoad nt variaus
times, in various ways, front vamiaus plat-
fomms. I cone, indeod, not to praise Cîeïar
but to holp bury him, or that part of him
at ]ca4t, which, being practicaliy defunet
and of no furthor service in the oconamic
plan of practical purpose, should roceive de-
cent and immodiate intermnt.

To the more thoughtful who may read
this, I arn not sure whethcr, in the pros-
ence of facts, a funeral oration be even ne-
cesssry. 1 might simply point ta doad
CoSBam's body, "lshow you sweet Cwiar's
'wounds, poor, poar, dumb mouthe," and
Ilbid them spoak for me " and for thom-
selves ; but, unfortunateiy, as is not uncorn-
mon in cases of murdor, Coe-Îar's3 ghost sur-
vives', and sanie nineteonth century theor-
igs and (aquists are so oi.tuse and unprac-
tical, ospecially if infiuonced by politico-
scholastical prefermont, etc., that confound-
ing the shadow with the substance, they do,
in very presence of the august dopartod,
refuse to accept 0voear's dead body as a
corpse, de facto, and so withhold consent to
its douent bumial, which they will continue
ta do until convinced by self intoreat,
through the channeis of public opinion or
political expedioncy, that the spirit divine
bas indeed fled, and lef t the mere husk,
the barren Bheil, a manapoly on aur bands.

But public opinion is as difficuit ta con-
vince or coerce, as obstînate and irrational
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in it'i way, as political expediency itself,
a!though, truth ta tell, its mistakos are legs
frequently the outcome of craft and selfish-
ness than of prejudico and ignorance. It
is not, indeod, until tumes are very ripe,
nay, almost rotten, for change, that the un-
thinking masses can be brought to seo that
change is eîthem desirable or possible. Then
there is a crisis, a political and social
chaos, like the French Ilevolution, or an
unnatural internecine hiatus, liRe the Arn-
enican Civil XVaî. The miajority of people
are so accustorned to let otherg do their
tliin Ring for them, whe-ther political, edu-
cational, or theological, that it is quite suffi-
cient to elevate a Borgia, a Rousseau, or a
Torquemada to tlîe purpie of dignity, for mil-
lions to lu down and worship the luero of
tho lîour, if only an enthiusiast can bc. got
with party backing and a long pointer to
apotheosize the hero, and illustrato his vir-
tues by aid of the magie lantorn of a speci-
ous and often ignorant pretenco, upon the
white slîeet of popular guilibility.

The masses in Canada have so long been
t-,%ight by loctumors, politicians, and schoal-
magnates ta look upon thowr systont of edu-
cation as the most unique and p.,rfect sys-
tomi in exifit'rnce, its methods the most pro-
gressive andi utilitamian, and its results
uttorly beyond compare, as contrastod with
anything olse of the kind on the habitable
face of the globe, that they have actually
corne ta believe it, so much so, indeed, that
wlîonevem any wight has hemetofore had the
tornemity ta assume to himsoif an unauthor-
ized edition of magie lantern and long
pointer, ta issue forth as a solitary and un-
popular exponont of an opposite opinion,
the oducational and educated (sic) masses
have been ready ta stone hinm as a hobby-
breaker, or carry hini ont, foot first, as a
second and greater Ananias.

Luckily, thought, which is simply the
rational principle reduceti to a formula, as
well ai the achoolmaster, is abroad, and well
it is for the people of the Province, tîtat it
is beginning ta shuffle off the swaddling
bauds of an irrational and too long pro-
tracted infancy ta peer forth and ascertain
for itself tlîat oducational principle and
inethod, as theorizezd over and practised in
this faim Canada of ours, is nat ail Ilthat
fancy painted it," indeed, is neither Il lovoly
nom divine."

We have latoly unearthod somte queer
specirnens of the genus vudpes vulgaris in
aur quarterings and searchings over politi-
cal hunting-grounds. We have given the
death-blow ta rnany a hydra-headed ogre of
theology and ecclesiasticisrn, with its fee-
fi-fa-dum of arrogance and dognia. It ro-
mains for a few, bold, unshrinking intellects
ta dame the blatant spirit of insolent pro-
tence in yot another direction, and beard the
Cemberus, Education, at the very gates of
his stronghold, where hoe guards the way ta
the banks of that inky Styx of obfuscation,
in which are being îsnnually dippod by thou-
sands and tons of thousands aur too-confid-
ing youth, who passivoly suifer the immer-
sion, without even the poor Fatisfaction of
being restored as invuînemable in any one
particular spot.

Thîis Cerberus, like bis namesake, is a
throo-headed monstor, and bis jaws are ever
opon ta the aops which may be thmown himt
by those who fear or desire ta ingratiate
bum. With one oye upon sectarian princi-
pie and prerogativo, a second upon palitical
expediency and preferment, ho keeps bis
third rigidly fixed upon the lay and lower
masses, and fattens upon the moseels thrown
him fram their direction in the shape of
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state aid, cornpulsory sohool attendance, and

a warped and ill-directed egotisrn, fostered
by alien short-sightedness, or selfishness and
diseased personal ambition;- that egotis'
which it has been the misfortune of a new
country to engender, of modera politiC5 to

pamper, and of a pseudo educâtion te 'Or'
rupt, whose aira is universal leveldoWî
whose legend is I amn as good as you are,
indeed, something better," and whose di,

reet outorne is the colon3ial Il gent "' and
"lady," a poor plagiarisni of the libell,

eygalité, Ira te'rnité, of the French Revoln'
tion, without the sharp corrective of the
g-uillotine to save it, by its very excesges,
from committing mischief, which, too late,
may be found to ho irreparable.

Lest it should be thought that I afl u]
a mere Quixotic theorist, who, inounted f

the Rosinante of his own crotchety dedue»
tiens, bas entered the lists to try a J Oust

wjth the blunt-headed lance of a speCifOi 5

casuistry against seine wind-niill of oeil

erected prej udice and conceit, jet me preigS
what 1 have further to say, irst, by a

statement, and thon by a quotatior. Th

staternent is this, that 1 have been, hOw«
ever unworthy, at least an earnest, osi

entious instructor of Canadian youth for e
period of sixteen years, and that 1 have
taught in every grade front the rural single-

room ta the academie hall. The quotatiOn'
necessarily fra-rnent-iry, beiring upOn
subjeet, is froni an article entitled
E'lIucation," front the pen of a n0 les dis-
tinguislied scholar and teacher than PrOfes'
sor Mahaffy, of Trinity College, .LItheP
Speaking of promiscuous education ini
British Jeles, lie savs :"I The theary Of the
millennium of hiappiness to ho prodUced by
the spread of education cin fortunateY.b
discussed, partly at îeast, on practi'd.i
grounds, for the incipient stages mus U5t o
cate what the future is likely to briflg

uI. The results, as htÀted above, sef

point with certainty ta this conclusion'
that the prograss of the race, thoughrS
bas not at ail Rapt pace with the 0Oitloy O

the treasure and toit in public instrtcloo
and competition. Our youth is no li
vigorous or perfect, though it rnay b e td8Ugbl
many more things. The quantity Of teach
ing, bath in liours and subjects, is daine

ing the quality ; instruction is inae h
education. In fact, the main featue 1
modern systeni is hurry, and hurry C ot

to ail good training.. . t o
IlSa far, then, the theory, as Put *o

practice, is not verifying the loud Prol'o.
of the theoriats, and there is even alP
sibility, which sorne would caîl a hop@,- .,

huinan nature will some day rebel algal' tb
this terribly increasing burden of Our Yo s
and abolish it, as aur Qovernalent lo
abolished the fê'tes of Juggernatt
India. . . .

"The most f requent criminals ar' 0

bably the ignorant ; the greatest cri0tj,
are generally those who have had thelt j3a
telligence shampened by soute er
There is no panacea for human ilîs; Witb
tainly not this-the favorite On'
modemn theorists. .bY.th

"The second point established bye
foregoing argument is this, that if 'W"oo
haste with aur instruction, we are sOrto#
only to spoil it, but to destroy the edueo 00
which it ought ta convey ; maLreOr'.ol
croatq a new crop of ph;sical and 0 f
evils to take the place of those we are ottIo
ing to remave. Take the clearest cage. gt.i

it a good bargain to have a boy tor($
highly instructed and eminently stico à


