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SURVIVORS OF THE FOREST IN
TORONTO.*

It is but seldom at the present era that we
fall in with any of the aborigines of our coun-
try, with a lineal descendant of one or other
f’f the Algonquin or Iroquois tribes formerly
N possession in these parts, but scne such
lineal descendants do exist, and whenever we
happen to meet with them, whether perforni-
Ing their duty to the State like their pale-faced
brethren, in one of the professions, or doiny
governmental work in one of the departments,
Or as engaged in agricultural pursuits, we are
always well inclined to look upon them with an
especial regard and intorest,

) But these are not the reminders of owr pri-
mitive past that 1 am now about to refer to.
T%‘el‘e are still existing within the hiits of the
Cfty of Toronto, scattered about in different
dU‘ECtious, some survivors of the forest which
a hundreq years since overspread this region,
Sume of them  aceidentally left standing and
Some of them  intentionally preserved in an
lll.famile ov sapling state by our grandfathers,
With a view to future ornament or shade; in
many instauces the latter now assuming di-
Mensions vieing with those of their felows of
& much earlier date. By a kind of analogy I
cm_m‘)t help associating with these inanimate
obJ.ect,s thoughts somewhat similar to those
Z"h“’h cluster round the living aborigines of
seﬁé;’:é‘tl‘y- A fine old tree seems A kinc.l of
of its . thlf\g——we fancy it must bc. consclc.)us
may h;“’l\l history and of the transactions which
its ey VT taken pl;v,ce' bel'leath the sh:?dm\‘r of
o ity 01\0 108 s we feel inclined to (1110.St10-11 itas

S own origin and the secrets which it may
Perchance have in its keeping ; just as in the
h(::a:;z; (lay We.would have questioned a hoary-

A chieftain among the red men whom we
Mght chance to eneounter.
the :)l‘?\“’ natural it was that the exiled dukein
QI'OUn(‘ly};'as he coute‘mplatcd the forest s.sccnes
— r1111)1, should find not_, only bhooks m'the
Wise oy g r()})ks, sermons In s?tones, but like-

oceasion, also tongues in the trees.
eVi(;I;},lli ljelics of our forests which from their
might exaic‘t :tm(i. vcnemble. appearance we
resPOnsesI :S tﬁ )cl 1‘Ll)le]'to (Egll\;e iorth l()f:‘w?ll-n{.
o haye d;; 1 .e j; d oaks o , (‘n ona are hm%
Bnples of .19, have bccom%‘ very few, hut ex-
\eight o 1,? later .genemtmn', now of noble
nlerou; tl( ample gu'tl.l zu'ld th;un(.)tcr, are nu-
that H;e‘vnfn;gh,. .zmd 1t. is pleaslng to not.we
o 1‘ever;ut‘101‘1tles, with a becoming feeling
et e ‘1cu, have not ventured to molest
”'I)i\ce, all:,ﬁ jshell ff)und to encroach on the
UL priner ed for sidewalks, along several of
pal thoroughfares.

w i’(l:llllzl;‘e, are at tl'xc present m<‘)1nent two twL:s
gina] “v pre-eminent as survivors (;f the ori-
] forest—two trees which, as saplings pro-
"Iy were standing whero tho tand onc
dpeg ing where they now‘r stand one

(’Vel‘nol‘yegm ago, &Yhen in 1793 the ﬁr.st
Ot the cito the Province projected and laid

m apy (X 011‘ the shore of our bay. [._’:oth of
N Johy gt m)s and both of -them are gituated
Pen 4, b‘e I‘etfvtha name whl({h curiously hap-

‘Ovel‘nor a souvenir of t.he first name of the
chan, refferred to, while Graves street, now

.0ged to Simcoe street, once commemorated

§ Second ¢’s 1 ”
whe ly dis hame, and. Simcoe Place,” now
the “SUS.ed, denotmg the square where
O yag :lll'hament Buildings stand, I{re’served

slm%e.” pposed to preserve his surname,

P
'Onto?’i\efi read before the Canadian Institute, To-
ov, 23, 1893, by the Rev. Dr. Scadding.
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On the east side of John street. » hundred
yards or so to the north of St. George's Church
and enclosed within the grounds appertaining
to the parsonage house of that chureh, is to he
seca a noble elm  tree rising up to well-nigh
two thirds the height of the neighboring stee-
ple.  Tts gigantic bole, cleanly barked and
frec of hranches to a great height, shows that
it once stocd  in the midst of & surrounding
grove, and its luxuriant crest outlined on the
sky. retains the graceful form so characteristic
of trees of this genus.

T now turn to the fellow of this tree, situ-
ated on the west side of John strect.  Near the
foot of this street, not very far northward from
the well known Greenland Fishery corner,
stands another well developed elm, a denizen
of the original forest. The stem at its hase
is of considerable diameter, but its height is
not so remarkable as that of the one near St.
George’s Church, the upper portion of the tree
having beeome expanded into a large and pic-
turesique group of branches. This tree cn-
croaches somewhat upon the sidewalk by the
house Na, 32 John street.

Not many years since two other examples
of lofty, well-urown elms were standing on
the low ground in the rear of the Macdonnell
mansion, at the south-cast coraer of John
street and Richmond street, and nearly in
front of the entrance to Beverley House, on
Richmond street. These have been obliged to
succumb before the builder, as their few sur-
viving confreres will in due time be compelled
to do.

Again, near the intersection of Beverley
street with Dorset street, there are several
full-grown native elms standing irregularly in
their uriginal positions, and forming a plea-
sant bowery Dbit of scenery; ome, quite
bulky, standing in the pathway, shows high up
on its stem a number of small, feathery branch-
lets thrown out after the manner of certain
elms not generally to he seen here.

Tlm street derives its name from a solitary
forest elm which was long conspicuous in the
north-west angle formed by the intersection of
that street with Yonge street.  On the line of
Yonge streot, some miles to the northward,
before coming to Thornhill, old residents will
remember a gigantic elm which towersd up on
the wost side of the road, within the allowance
for the highway, preserved therc as a land-
mark, probably by the original surveyor of
the region, and theve possibly it may still
stand.

In the west side of the playground of the
Normal School is a well-developed specimen of
the Canadian spreading or drooping elm. Three
remarkably fine elms of the second growth
oceur in the midst of the side-walk on the
west side of Sherbourne street opposite, res-
pectively,to the residences numbered 272, 282,
and 286. Near the South Drive, Rosedale,
north of Bloor Street, are several fine old
elms. Near the foot of the Sugar Loaf Hill,
in the divection of the Don. ave also some fine
specimens of the same tree. The meadows on
the east side of the river, once so rural and well
supplied with elms, are now unhappily disfigur-
ed by the many brick manufactories establish-
ed there. The valley of the Don used formerly
to contain fine specimens of the lime or linden
tree, popularly known as the basswood, erronc-
ous for bastwood, from the inner bark of this
trec used in the manufacture of bast mats,
ropes, and Indian baskets ; likewisge gigantic
specimens of the buttonwood tree, or platanus,
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i.e., the planc tree, remarkable for the peeling-
off condition of its bark. Aa carly
water-colov  sketeh of Castle Frank, which I
possess, shows close by the Don two specimens
of thebuttonwood in its peeling-off condition,
which might consequently he mistaken for
birel,  Near the mouth of the Castte Frank
brook, as the little stream passing through the
Castle Frank property was called, there long
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survived, on the opposite bank of the Don, a
grove of the wild Canadian willow, a tree
sometimes employed formerly for shade pur-
poses along our back streets. I vemember the
first time 1 saw olive trees growing in the
south of France, I was struck with their strong
resemblance in point of folinge and agen&ral
form to some of our wild Canadian  willows.
At the present moment, far to the westward
on the north side of College strect, a cluster of
enarled and irvegular willow trees is to be
seen, with stems of a great diameter, remnants
evidently of a grove of Canadian wild willows
which differ considerably from the imported
European willow. The group referred to
oceurs in a swale or pateh of low land on the
old Oak Hill property formerly belonging to
General .Fneas Shaw. On the west side of
Dufferin street, a short distance to the novth,
on the edge of the lake,are some fine tall spesi-
mens of the Canadian willow overshadowing
the Gwynne property, but these are trans-
planted trees of the sccond growth,

The s0il around Toronto does not seem in
general to lave been very favorable to the
development of the onk on any grand sealo,

ut in the Queen’s Park, on the level ground
at the north-west of the Parliament Buildings,
specimens oceur in considerable numbers of
this tree, with stems of goodly diameter and
branches affording an extended shade.  Every
year, of course, insensibly adds to the girth and
general dimensions of these trees. It is to be
hoped that a century hence—nay, centuries
hence—they may still be found standing here,
honoured and heloved, like so many renowned
congeners of theirs in the old country. Far-
ther north in the Park is a Inrge “pateh of the
mixed original foress, which it is hoped may
likewise long remain undisturbed.

East of the Queen’s Park, just where
St. Albans street begins, m the grounds
round the residence of Mr. Christie, are some
stately native oaks gracefully draped with Vir-
ginia creeper. In the Horticultural Garden
are well-grown specimens of early oaks, several
near the gardener’s lodge and several near the
rosary. Neav the Prince of Wales” maple tree
is a specimen of the Knglish oak, planted heve
subsequently by his brother, Prince Arthur,
which shows tlie habit of the English oak in
rogard to the lateral outspread of its branches,
when it has liberty to expand them, The Can-
adian oak seems to be inclined to branch out
at o greater height above the ground. A large
oak oceurs in the sidewalk on Gerrard Street,
on the north side, a little to the, west of Sher-
hourne street. Not far from the lodge at the
front gate of the residence known as the
¢ Grange,” a solitary oak trec is noticeable.
The other trees in these grounds are chietly
graceful elms of the second growth reserved
from the original forest. . Some other example
of a primitive oak should not be omitted,
namely that which stands a little to the woest
of Colborne Lodge in High Park cavefully pre-
served by the late Mr. J. G. Howard. Near
this house are other oaks less remarkable.
Within the memory of men still living some




