196

no one has been more strenuous and emphatic
in insisting upon the observance of those rights
80 far a8 she herself was concerned.

Mr. Ewart’s argument before the Privy
Council, sitting in its judicial capacity, adds
little or nothing to what he had previously
urged before a Committee of that Council.
Upon this we have already commented.
Whether his reasonings were convincing to the
members of the Council or otherwise, we shall
know in due time. A prior question seems to
be whether he was constitutionally justified in
falling back upon the provisions of the B. N
A. Act for an interpretation which he certainly
could not otherwise have read in, or into, the
Manitoba Act. We do not know that the
validity of his main contention depends upon
“the soundness of his preliminary arguments,
If 80 it might not be difficult to show that
those arguments contained and were largely
based upon assumptions, some of which stand
themselves sadly in need of proof. There is
for instance, the fallacy upon which we have
more than once remarked of regarding the
public schools as Protestant, in the same sense
in which the Separate schools are Catholic, and
this, too, not withstanding the fact that under
‘the provisions of the Manitoba School Act,
the selection of teachers and gen:ral manage-
ment of the schools within certain general
limitationps would be naturally and necessarily
in the hands of Catholic trustees in those
sections in which the population is mainly
Catholic. A second assumption (which “ W'
also makes in hisletter) is that Catholic parents
cannot conscientiously send their children to
the public schools, though the highest author-
ties of the Roman Church have formally
declared the opposite within the last few
weeks, in the United States. A third remark,
which may be a little presumptuous in a lay-

* man, we will venture to make, viz., that as it

seems to us, no one but a-lawyer with a brief
would ever have discovered in subsection 8 of
the B. N. A. Act, any reference to a possible
repeal of the very law whose existence the
subsection predicates and for whose enforce.
ment it seems intended to provide. Does Mr,
Ewart give to the word ‘““act” in that sub-
section its technical meaning of a legislative
statute ? To the lay mind that seems to in-
volve something very like an absurdity. Would
not the common-sense interpretation under-
stand the provisions' of the subsection as re-
ferring to judicial decisions and administrative
or executive acts, under the ¢stablished
Separate school system ? '

The animated but thoroughly friendly dis-
cussion of the possibility of organic church
union, which took place at the last meeting of
the Toronto Ministerial Association, was a
sign of the times, so far as the kindly senti-
ments of the variyus speakers were concerned,
but it can hardly be thought by the most
sanguine friend of such union to have sensibly
helped the movement. The two facts which
stand out to the view of the on-looker are,
first, that the spirit in which the discussion
was carried on marks a distinct advance in the
direction of true brotherly feeling between the
representatives of the different denominations
—and this may in itself be the better part of
the desired union—and second, that the
addresses themselves served but to set in a
clearer light the radical differences of opinion
in regard to fundamentals which eeem to
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render organic union imvossible. Un no one
foundation principle did the speakers seem to be
agreed. While one appeals to the whole Bible,
and another to the New Testament, a third is
profoundly convinced that history should also
be taken into the reference. So long as there
are such diversities of view with regard to the
source of authority and law, there can be little
hope of progress in the direction of unity in
the conclusions reached. The divergence was
equally marked in reference to the very nature
of the church itself, which some conceived

.mainly as an invisible, spiritual entity, com-

posed of all true believers, and others as a
visible, organized body, continuous from age
to age. Evidently the brethren will have to
come nearer together in regard to first princi-
ples before they can hope to discass minor
matters of creed and ordinances and govern-
ment, with any hope of agreement. By the
way, those members of the conference who
represented the congregational method of
church government surprise us somewhat by
their alleged readiness to treat the form of
church government as a secondary matter.
One would suppose that the difference between
an oligarchical and a democratic organization
between essential equality and a gradasion of
ecclesiastical orders was sufficiently broad to
be important.

A good deal of allowance may probably be
made for exaggeration in the despatches, else

" the situation in Egypt might be regarded as

somewhat serious. Should the sequel prove
the existence of any strong and widespread
dislike on the part of the Egyptians to British
ascendancy, the fact would add much force to
the contentions of those who regard England’s
position in that country as a false one. Mean-
while it is, perhaps, more probable that the
excitement is caused mainly by the influence
of Russian or French agents and partisans,
working upon the ignorance and want of
experience of the youthful Khedive and those
by whom he is surrounded. The fact, if it be
such, that Germany, Austria and Italy all ap-
prove the action of the British Government is
reassuring. The good faith or otherwise of
England’s retention of control beyond the
‘time originally stipulated depends, we suppose,
upon the conzent of the powers concerned in
the original agreement. With the three
powers named approving her course as neces-
sary and wise, England can afford to disregard
the protests of France. 8till, it must be con-
fessed that the holding of the country by force
of arms, contrary to the wishes of its people,
would be an undesirable thing for a British
Government, and above all, for a Liberal
Government.

The death at his home in Fremont, Ohio,
of ex-President Rutherford B. Hayes, has
served to bring to mind again one who from
being Chief Executive of a nation stepped at
once into the seclusion of private life and
passed almost from memory, Perhaps in no
country but the United States is so complete a
transition possible. There seems to be an
unwritten law in that country which declares
it beneath the dignity of an ex-President to
continue his political career. The tradition
was successfully violated by John Quincey
Adams, who after his defeat for re-election
wielded an influence as a member of the House
of Representatives perhaps greater than he
had wielded as President. But his example
has not been followed and there is now no
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