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and yat it is bard ta belleve it. 8till the tact is, We sil-
pose, but a new illustration of the law of perspective. No

man, it lias been said, can ba a bero tg bis valet. On
somewbet the same principle it must be, we fancy, that the

man who, when in a lofty position, witb power and place
and armed millions of soldiers et bis disposaI, loomed as
an intellectuel and moral giant, forced ta descend and take

bis place in tbe ranks, dwindles ta a very commfollplac3
personage. But wbo could bave believed, a few years

aga, that it was possible for Prince Bismarck, the power
bebind the German throne, ta be deposed and another put

in bis place, and yet the affaira af the Empire and ai the

world go on very mucli as before. Lt is even possible tbat

bis successor, af whom the world knew next ta nothing,
s until the Yaung Emperor, who certainly displayed sagacity

in the choice, called him ta the place naarest the throne,

may prove a better statesman than bis predecessor-for
peaceful times at least. More liberal-minded it wes easy

ta ba. t is quite possible that the outbreak of wer would
lead ta the speedy reinstatement of the IlMan af Iran."

Meanwhile ana cen but wisb, for tbe sake of bis former

greatness that ha would cease ta dispel the illusions created

by bis long and brillient cereer, and na longer suifer bim-

self ta ha betrayed inta spitef ui criticisms and compleinings

unworthy ai the dignity of the bigh office froma which ha

sa reluctantly descanded.

QPAIN bas usually been regarded as ana ai the slow-

I)going nations, wbasa movemants are not of sufficiant
importance ta the world et large ta menit vary mucli atten-

tion from journalists. Racent events seem ta indicate that

a cbange in tbis respect may came in tbe near future.

With tbe frst trial of univarsal suffrage, whicli will take
place at the genaral elections naxt faîl, tbe anciant King-

dam will enter upon a new career. Meanwbile the

political leaders and parties are in a state ai intense
activity, as is i;hown hy the racent hasty change of ministry.

Bath Sagasta and Canavas are ragardad as statesmen af

axcaptional ability and integrity, and the fact that the

latter bas takan the place ai the former does nat necassarily
bode evil ta the cause of reform and progreas. Tbase twa
leaders have been altarnately at the haad ai the Govern-

ment several times during the past few yeers, and Cenovas
May no doulit again say, as lie is reported ta bave seid on
a previaus accession ta office, IlWe do not came ta inter
rupt or change, but we simply intend ta cantinue the bis-
tory af Spain." As was ta ha axpectad in the case af a
country just awaking anew ta a consciausness ai lufe
and power, the political questions under dabate are many
and seriaus. The Liberals, tbemsalves, are divided an the

question af pratection. A new Rapublican party bas
been formad, baving amang its aims the abolition of the

lieraditery Senate, reduction ai the power af the Exacuitive
in the Chamber ai Deputies, reform in the Civil Service
and in lagal procadure, and a meens ai amending the Con-

stitution. Both the great leaders will naw keep their eyes
fixad upon the coming election and shape tbeir policies
accordingly. As it was undar Sagaste's pramiarship that the

univarsal suffrage bill was passad, it would ha stranga if

in the flrst exarcise ai their franchise the new electars
81hould nat return ta power the party ta wbich tbey are

indehted for the right ai suffrage.

LESSING'S " NA THAN THTE WISE."

T 1EF position in Garman literature occupied by Lessing,
1-wbathar in regard ta the time ai bis appeaaing, bis extra-

ardinary powars and attainmants, bis beautiful character,
or the scape and affect of bis work, is one wbose import-
ance is little known and appreciated outside af Garmany.
Born aarly in the l8th century, ha antared upon bis
work under every discouragameût ai time and circum-
stances. Religiausly, intellectually, politically, bis country
was barely alive. The dulI torpor in which Germany lied
bean lait by the thirty years' war still lay heavy upon
lier. Princaly absolutisns, duIl, grinding, ptty ; priestly
or ministerly arthodoxy, dull, grinding, petty ; thase beld
swey aver a people brakan in spirit and exheusted well-nigli
ta death. It was for Lessing ta arouse the farces ai the
Raformation from the torpar ai a liundrad years, and ta
set them again on their path laading toward the intellectuel
dlivarance ai mankind.

Looking araund bim on the religious state of Christen-
dam, Lessing's sweat and earnast spirit must have suffered
incanceivably. Heretics were still ragularly burned alive

iSpain before the king and court. Protestants ware
being, or had bean, dragooned out ai France. Ireland
was under the hideous panai code. Scotland was j ust
about burning ber last witch ; New England bad liung
bers net very long bafare. Everywliere, soera cruel and
stupid barbanity was being perpetuated by the Christian
churches, ane and aIl.

tessing's writings on behaîf of common sense and comi-
mon humanity in religion have neyer been surpassed,
probably neyer equalled in one rare and necessary feature.
No trace of hate or scorn appears in them, but everywhere
"the hate of hate, the scorn of scorn, the love of love."
"Sweet reasonableness," to borrow one of Matthew

Arnold's happiest phrases, pervades them tbroughout.
Nowhere is it more conspicuous than in lis last and
greateat work, Il Nathan the Wise."

The scene of this drama is J erusalein, the time immedi-
ately after the third crusade. The chief characters are:
Nathan, a wealthy Jewish merchant of Jerusalem;
Saladin, the magnanimous Sultan of Egypt, then occupying
Jerusalem ; a young Knight Temiplar; the Latin patriarch
of Jerusalem ; a friar; Saladin's sister, Sittali; and
Nathan's adopted daugbter, Recha. lied the author's
design been to rebuke the pretension of Christianity to the
position of thte une aend osly true religion, iseither tinte, place
nor personages could have been better chosen. Cbristianity
was then, perliaps, et its worst and Islam at its best.
The civilization alike of Bagdad and Cordova contrasted
brightly wîtb the barbarous condition of the great centres
of Christendont. The JUlio que controversy, after lasting
for centuries, had just culsinated in the massacre of al
the Latin Christians in Constantinople, the Papal Legate
being beheaded, and his head tied to the tait of a dog and
dragged througb the streets. The personages, at least
the three principal ones, are real figures, IlNathan " being
fictitious only as to timie and pliace. lie is, in fact,
the author's friend, Moses Mendelssohin, the J'ewish
philosopher, translated to Jerusalein and to the end of the
l2th century, and he needs littie or no embellishing to
make the beautiful character of "lNathan." Nor could
the poet have added aught to the dlaims of Saladin upon
our wondering admiration. Brave, magnanimous, "«truest
friend and noblest foe," merciful ini a merciless age,
tolerant wben tolerance was almost unknown, great alike
in war and peace, the Mosîcus hero and saint must forever
stand in brighit contrast to bis Christian contemporaries
and advermaries. The chief Christian character of the
drama, tise Patriarcb Athanasius is, except in name, the
very man who then occupied that position in Jerusalem.
The young Templar is a fine fellow, and the friar bas betin
a soldier in his youth, and still cherishes under his cowl
a good share of soidier sense and manhood.

The flrst act opens with the return of Nathan and his
caravan from one of his distant exDeditions ta the Eat.
Recha narrates how, during bis absence, bis bouse bas
been burned, and how she lias been saved, as she tbinks,
by an angel, but, in reality, by the brave young Templar,
who inimediately takes himiself off and keeps out of the
way. His long, white, fluttering inantle bas been trans-
formed hy lier imagination into a pair of angel wings.
Very deligbtful is the simple, believing earnestness witb
wbicb she tells lier story, and equally so, and neot devoid
of humour, is the tender way in wbicb Nathan deprecates
the resort to supernatural agency in cases where natural
means can lie supposed. It turns out that the young
Tempiar had been taken prisoner, along wîth others, in
the act of seizing one of the Sultan's fortresses in violation
of the truce, and that bis life bad been spared by Saladin,
owing to bis strong resemblance to a long.lost brotherj
Nathan uses tbis fact to press bis argument

Sec, now, a forehead vaultesi tins, or thus,
A nose bowed one way ratier tisan another,
Eyebrows with straiter or with chsrper curve,
A linea isole, a wrinkle, a sucre sothiîsg
l' the coumtenance of an European gavage,
And thon art saved, in Asie, froin the ire
Ask yo for mignsc and wonders after that ?
WVhat need of caliing angels into play ?

In the next scene the young Templar is approached by
the friar, on behaîf of the patriarcli, for the purpose of
inducing him ta forget the dlaims of honour and gratitude
by leading a party to surprise and seize the generous
Saladin, who goes about very slenderly guarded, and carry
him as a prisoner, in violation of the truce, to the quarters
of the King of France. This the young Knight indignantly
refuses to do, and, wben told that the Sultan's clemency
was due salely to his accidentai resemblance to the lost
Assad, lie exciaints

Ah, Saadin1
A ingle feature in thy brother's likeness,
And nothing in îny coul to answer to it?
Or what sloes correspond, shah I 1cuppress
To please a patriarch ? So thon dost not cient us,
Nature, nr thon ce centsadict tiseif,

Kind God of al Go, brother ; prithee leave mue,
Do not aweke mine anger.

The second scene of the third act gives the substance of
the teaching afIl"Nathan the Wise." The Sultan sendà
for Nathan, wbo repairs to the palace thinking he is
wanted in connection witb Saladin's constantly recurring
financial troubles. But, after a littIe conversation, lie is
undeceived. The Sultan says :

Since thon art
A man su wisc, then tell me now what faith,
Or what religion, if thon wiit, is hest.

Neathan.
1 ami a Jew.

Saladin:
Ansd I a Mussulman.

The Christian stands betweeu us. 0f these three
Religions, otly une is reai aud true,
A man like thee reinains not where bic irth
Hath chanced te cast him; or, if he reinain there,
Doth se from iuight, choice, or grounds of prefereuce.
Share then with me your insight, let me hear
The grouunds of prefereuce, which 1 have wanted
The leisure to examine. ... How yen start,
And weigh me with ynnr eye. it weil may ha
Isu the first sultan te whom this caprice,

Methinkis not quite unworthy of a sultan,

Hiatb yet occurred. Speak. 1 charge Youi, f reely.
Or do yen, te colect your thonghits, reqnire
Somne moments of delay ? Be it as you wili.
V'il soon return.

Nathans
Strange! How is this ? What wills the Sultan of mac?
1 camne preiared wvith gold-he scakc for truth
As if truth, tee, were goli, a coin lsnsed,
That goesbty weighit. Irideed, 'tic sone sncbiting;
But a new coin, known by tise stamp at once,
To ha fluung down and told upon the conitter,
That it is net.

Wben the Sultan returnis, Nathan craves permission to
relate a tale ; and, receiving a gracious acquiescence, lie
delivers the famous Parahie of the Three Riings. Long
ago, when first 1 read IlNathan," the beauty of this so
captivated mie that I set down there and then, and turned
it into Englisli bleu k verse. I lad seen no translation at
that time, and 1 am still vain enougli te prefer my own to
any 1 bave seen se far. Here it is

Naftan:,
In gray ild days there siweit a tusait P' tie East,
Whe, fremt a hand ieioved, received a ring
0f price inestimable. Opal 'twas,
Shedding ssft hunes an hundred in tihe liglît,
Whose rainbew radiance uwned a miystie power
Tsi inake who wore it pleasaut iu tise sight
0f Ged andsinsan -if woris is tisat balief.
WVhat issarvel, then, if tîsis v ise inan o' tihe East
Ne'er piut it frein hic isîger, ansi reived
It chould nost ieave hic houce; and, dying, gave
The rinsg te huiiif cli hic cens hect ioved,
And basie is, in bis tiirn, te do iikawise
'hiat su tise wsrthiast, witiîsst regard
0f births, iniglit be tise lord sof ail hichieusce.
Thoni unsierstaîîdect, Sultan?

Sala din:
Yec, gay ou.

Nathan:

At length tise ring, pascing froin sois to sont,
Canesotsi a sire of tii ree brave boys, wli al
Alike obayed assd hsosiured his,. wliia he
Miglit neyer choose suit love thisail a alike.
One day the eisiest, trsigst in ture tise next,
Asid tisen the tisird, as eacisune witiî tieseire
NI iglt chance tsi be dusse, possesced hic iseart,
The utîser twain sînceen. By tsrsss tise sire
Promtised the rinsg te each, andi when bis ensd
I)rew nigis et last, lie knew net what tii sIo.
Whîat 'iiilha, thoen ? If~e alis.l a c"inig wsýikIissaii,
Ands bade his make twe stiers, like tise irst,
Anssura uer gold isor pains te niake theni like.
T'ri'artiflcer ssîcceesis, uer îssay tise sire
Knew his own ring agaisi. W'eili seîe lie calîs
Hic children one by sone, ands, itih iiuibessing,
Gives each hic ring, andi(sies. 'Vhoion irk'st nise, Sultasn?

Saladin:
I îsîcrk thee, Natsaîs, anti I pray tisce hriiîg
'I'iy stssry te an euni.

Nathain:
Tise eldis nuar.

Scarce wec the father laid in sepîsiclre,
Wheu each, lu virtîse of hic rinsg, wsînld lic
The pîrince of ail lii hssîse. Searchs, questiuon, rage,
Ausazeriant foliisw ; luit tise one truc rinsg
No imosres ight be discernesi- iveis as Iîîw
The one truc f aith!

Saladins

To mny great question?

Nef/sens

And is tisy taie an answer

Saladini, Isiare cet
Say which ring is tihe truie, ceeisîg tise fatiier
Comuitiaudesi thesi sade tisat nsieesiglît e'er
I'renosînce between thaîsi.

Saladin:
Nathans, play not vith me

Meseenîs the tbree great fuiths l'il chise between
Are easy known aîîart, aya, down te raimîsct,
Meet, drink aud gestsîre.

Nathanss
Yea, but to e cîetrate

lJnto tlîeir sosurces is assother miatter.
For each alike dotis rect sîpon sorma legeul
Spoken or writ, andi ail these caverai legends
Hstng upen faiths. And wbo shah say wiîuce faith
Io best lsstowad ? Te each it îsnast ie that
Of hicsswn bhuisis ansi kiîî, wiîs froies ls birtis
Have prsveil thseir constanit sove, have îî'ar ueceival hM.
And chah usot I ceave to issy father's faitit
As thon te thina? Shah I1 descend thsat thons
Fursake thy fatlsar's patin te waik iin mine ?
Or thtat tise Christian tuîrn hics friebis Christ ?

Saladin (aide):-
By the Eterual, the wise ans speaks trustî,
And I aie silent.

Neftsac:
'Juru wa tsioui, rinîgs.

Ecch son, parpiexed, in turn swara tsitisa judge
Ha took immsediete frise hic father's baud
Hic ring, assd eachs mare truiy. Eachs, uuoreover,
Did dlaim the sire's behîet thset ha chîouid rmie
And, deenting suds a fathier isever played
Him taise, eccucesi bis brethren.

Sladins:
And the j itdge «

Naf/sac:
The jusge s1 iake thîns :E'uue;t ye hring yesir fether
Bafore sue streightway. Io, I sand ysîu hence.
What thiuk ye? Amu I hers te cuswer riddles?
Or wili ye weit until the truc ringg cpeek?
Yet stey; mec say this wssssrssus gem bath power
To make that man beloveti whîo, l) pY, waars it,
0f Gud and cman; acd titis mnust lue the prosîf,
Fer this the falce unes de not. W/ddt o/gu
Do other fwic loce besf? Ya're client; each
Loeas but isissaf, and yc are ail siaceive'd
Deceivars, noue of acilyeur rings the truie
I fear 'twes lest, and, te cenceai the legs,
Your sire hestowed the titrea. Now, if ye'Ii hear
My counsal net, then go. But hear my couisel.
Let each believe bis ring te ha the truc,
Fer each remembereth the baud that gave it.
Perchauce the iuviusg fether might usut brook
The rute of oeesole ring o'er al bis huuse,
And thus bis sens mua ykusw bis equal loe.
Let aach cuideavour, tïsen, te prove his ring
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