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franchise they wiIl faithfully endeavour to give effect ti
the views set forth in the resolutions adopted, shows liov
the political creeds of many, unsettled by the agitation
are crystallizing into new forma under the influence of thi
new forces which are at work. Whatever may be th(
final outcome it can hardly fail to ho interesting and iii
portant. ___

IF it ina> ho accepted as an axicin or an established caner
in ethics and sociology that the bestewment of a giver

faculty or power is an, indication that nature designed it
te ho used and cultivated, woman's new-born activit' in
public affaire needs no other warrant. The flrst Con-
servative authority in Gireat Britain has latel>' paid a high
tribute to the capacity of the women of England f0!

politics, in the naïve confession that the Government and
party of which he is leader bold office hy favour of the
IPrimrose League. The leaders of the Opposition~ are bear-
ing stili more unequivocal witness to their belief in the
potency of the same influence b>' their active exertions te
seoure, if possible, an equali>' effective organization of
female auxiliaries on the Liberal aide. Reasoning on
similar principles the most inveterate objector to woman's
appearance on the public platform would probabl>' have
been forced te yield his convictions or prejudices had ho
attended the meetings beld by the Canadian branch of the
Women's Christian Temperance Union in this city last
week, and corne under the speli of female eloquence as
there displayed. To select a single instance, exceptional
only in degree, not in kind, no competent critie among the
thousands of botli sexes who listened night' after night,
for neari>' two heurs at a turne, te the glowing eloquence
of Miss Willard, bowever ho miglit differ from her views
and conclusions, could don> lier rigbt to a place in the
foremost rank of living orators. Her voice lias too marked
a tendency towards tho American nasal twang to be alto-
gother pleasant, but in the qualities of unhesitating fluency,
unfailing good taste, powerful, refined and often elegant
diction, and clear legical directness, as well as in the power
to enliven with apt illustration and pierce with thrusts of
quiet but effective sarcasm, she has certain>' not man>'
ouperiors even among the best crators of the other sex.
In presenceocf the ovident singleneas of purposo of most
of the ladies wlio take part in tliose meetings, and in the
absence of anything suggestive eitber of the mannialineas
and bass of the femninine graces, or of the hysterical
impulsiveness and gush which seme of us were propared to
oxpect, it may as well ho frankl>' admitted that the new
movement is justifying itaelf, and that woman's onthusiasin
in mattera of politica and morals is likely to prove as
permantent as it is confesaedly powerful.

T URNING from the form te the substance of the ad-
dresses of Miss Wil]ard and ber associates, i t ina> be

said that thoir arguments are neither bass nor more cogent
than those of the best of the prohibition advocates of tbe
other sex. That the evila and miseries wreught b>' in-
temperance are incalculable, and that somo remedy more
potent than any which lias as yet been found is great>'
needed, ahl must admit. It is with regard to the nature
of this remedy and the mode of its application that diflor-
onces cf opinion arise. The ortliodox probibitionist takea
the short eut. Alcoholie drinks of ail kinda are poisons,
more or bass slow, but always sure ini their operation.
The>' are destructive physicaîl>' as well as intellectual>'
and moraîlly. Their effects are evil, oni>' ovil, and that
continiially. Tlie duty cf seciet>', of the people, the State,
the Governinent is therefore clear. Lot tlie axe be laid at
the root of the tree. Stop the use, the sale, the produc-
tion cf the cause, and the cure is assured. What Miss
Willard and other ontliusiasts of ber class fail or refuse te
sas is that there is another side te the question. Tbey
forget that te a very large, intelligent, and respectable
class cf the cemmunity the conimoditios in question are an
article cf dail>' diet, rcgarded by them as net only liarin.
lesa, but beneficial", and almoat indispensable te comfort
and health. These notions ina> ho ahl wrong. Those who
hold thern may be under a mischievous delusion. But
none the lesa will the>' regard sudden prohibition as an
arbitrary and monstrous trespass upon their personal
rights. Where auch citizens are in tlie majorit>' prohibi-
tien is ef course impossible. Wbere the>' are in the min-
erity Lliey constitute, in Most cases, tee powerful a min-
orit> ta ho dealt witli in se summary a fashion. Those
who choose, as multitudes cf bigb-rninded abstainers do
undoubted>' uheose, te adopt Paul's principle and den>'
themselves cf that which tliey regard as lianmless or useful
te themeselvea, for the sake cf multitudes cf weak ones te

o wbom it becomes a enare and a curso, are wortby cf the
w higliest honour. But have they an>' riglit, moral or

, political, te try te coinpel ethers, who do net see tlieir duty
oe in the saine light, te take this lofty ground? Thia is, it
le seems te us, at present the crucial question for advocates

c1 f prohibition, and it is a question which unfortunately
the>', for the meet part, seem disposed te evade or ignore.

n ftlEVERTING for a moment te the consideration cf
ýt the place cf women in public movements cf a

social or political character, the question arises as
te whetlhor nature has set any definite boundar>' te the
sphere within which the sex may properl>' oporate in thear

r directions. This question is brought just now te public
1 attention in a ver>' significant manner. A number of

English ladies cf higli social position, intelligence and influ-
e nce, have issued an "lAppeal against Female Suffrage,'

*in the current number of the Nineleenth Century. The
appeal is ladylike in toue and dees net lack cogency in

E argument. The first and probabi>' most effective plea is
1 based upon the physical unfitness cf women te tako part

3 directi>' in the more ardueus duties cf the State. Thoe
>ladies argue that the State administration in ita commer-
>cial and military aspects rests, in the last analysis,

upon force, and that as mon, not women, must ho relied
upon te supply this force, se the former, net the latter,
ought to have the power cf deciding directly upon al
questions iuvolving its possible application. This argu-
ment certaiuly bas seme weiglit, thougb it seems open te
the retort, which the advocates cf female suffrage will, wo
dare say, net be slow te make, that, as a matter cf fact,
the legislators and mnembers cf tlie Executive who in
modern timea decide questions of peace and war, do net
often supply in theinselves an>' portion of the physical
force employed te carry eut their decisions. The "Apppal"
thus falls back froin tbe high grounds cf right upen the
more familiar arguments deduced frein the effects the use
cf the political franchise would bave on famil>' life and
woman's relations thereto. Practical difficultios, both nuin-
erous and formidable, are also forcibly presented. The
conclusion wbicb these represeutative and thoughtful
Britisli women seomed te bave reacbed is that in tlie moral
and social splieres, and in sunob semi-public positionsas
those of mnembers cf School Boards, Boards cf Guardians,
etc., wensan has abuadant opportunities cf usefulness,
but that in these the linit of lier proper aspirations in sucb
directions is reached. There is undoubted force in these
contentions, tbough the>' suggest the ebvieus criticism that
objections ne bass strenueus would, net man>' years ago, have
heen urged against wcman's dlaim te the municipal fran-
chise and election te municipal offices. The repl>' cf the
femalo suffragists will new ho in order and we na>' ho
Pretty sure will net ho long in fortbcoming.

ID UJIING the past week or two there have been multi-
"plying igns tbat the inevitable European struggle

ina>'ho near at band. If it ho true that Ruasia lias
officiali>' proposed t& feri a militar>' convention witb
Servia, and that the latter is likel>' ta enter into it witb
alacrit>', the casus belli weuld seoin te bave presented itself.
Austnia lias on man>' occasions made it pretty dlean that
abo will net romain a pass3ive spectator cf an>' alliance
which weuld have the effect cf strengthening Russian
influence at Belgrade, or in an>' cf the Balkan principali-
ties. On the other band, German>"s uuwonýed sternnes
witb Switzerland in the matter of the Police spy, and the
reported demand that the little Republie shahl cesse te
funnish an asylum te political refugees, looks ver>' mucb
as if Bismarck were prepaning for eventualities in anether
direction, in a manner whicb bodes ne good for the inde-
pendene>' cf the little States which intenvene between the
groat Empire and its inveterate foe On tbo West. After
se man>' false alannis it would be worao than idle to
indulge in an>' predictieus, but, on tho other band, it
nequirea ne special prescience te foresoe that it is impos-
sible for the present state cf affairs te continue mucb
longer. The more financial strain cf keeping se man>'
myriads of armed mon in unproductive idlenes8, while tlie
fabuloual>' expensive implements of modern wanfare are
being centautly multiplied, is greater than the reacurcea
cf either cf the Powers can bear. Russia, in particular,
must ho coming near tho lumit cf lier berrowing capacit>',
especiali>' if the German mono>' market is ta o bcsed1
againat lier, and Ruasia holds the ke>' cf thse situation and1
wilb, tliere is little doubt, make the first move. If it ho
true, as roponter¶, that abe je making peremptor>' demanda
upen Turke>' for the accomplishinent cf certain reforma

te promised but bitherto neglected in Turkisb fashion, the
)r fact affords another indication that the Muscovite autocrat

y is uow arrangiug preliminaries.

ýs IEREis, erhpsne hibtorical myth more constantly

more credulousl>' accepted by man>' cf their hearers, than
the statement that at eue penied during the.great Civil

E War the British Cabinet, led b>' Lord Palmerston, sorieusl>'
P, ntertained the idea of recegnizing the Southern States.
s This mytb is, it appears, embodied in a recent work entitled
> «Twenty-eigbt Yeare in Wall Street,"' b>'Mn. Henry'

Clows, of New York. A cep>' cf the work wbich was sont
to Mn. Gladstone bas called forth frein him seme favour-

S able commenta on other portions cf the bock ; but an
*emphatic assurance, in reference te the statenient in ques-
*tion, that the Cabinet nover, at any time, dealt witb the
3 eubject cf recegnizing the Southeru States " excepting
1when it learned the proposition cf Emperor Napolecu 111.

and decliued te entortain that proposition without qualifi-
cation, beitation, dola>' or dissent." As almoat the sole
surviving member cf the Cabinet in question, and the oe
wbc acted as its spokesutgn on the occasion, Mr. Glad-
stone's denial is explicit, emphatic and conclusive. It wi.ll
ho accepted b>' ail fair-minded Americans as thse end cf
controvera>' in thse matter, and will act, it ina>'ho hoped,
as a healing balm for the eld sere.

T HE Ameican International C:nference, which st

successful, se fan, at least, as numbera are ccncerned.
Mexico, Guatemala, Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa
Rica, Columbia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Chili, the Argen-
tine Republie, IUruguay, and Venezuela have alneady
aignifled te the State Departinent cf the United States
their acceptanceocf thse invitation. It is expected tbat thse
Confeence will ho compesed cf about fort>' delegates, ten
cf whom will ropresont the United States, and tbat thse
meetings will ho continued for several weeks. The great
abject cf the Conference, as described b>' an Amenican
oxohange " is te compare views in respect te questions and
measures cf comînon intereat te thoso American nations,
and make sucli recommendationa as in the judgment cf the
Conforence are adapted te promete this intereet. No
treat>' powors, or powers cf an>' description beycnd those
cf consultation and advice, are voated in the delegatea te
this Conference. Oneocf the important questions which
thse Conforence will consider is that of arbitration for the
sottlement cf international difficulties witbeut a reort te
war; and it is earnestly te e hloped that a unifonni systeni
te this effeet will ho proposed, and that tbeneafter the
respective nations represonted will givo te it a binding
chanacter by treat>' stipulations. Commercial questions
affecting thse interesta cf trade will aIse ho conaidened, and
recommendatiops made accordingly." The prognescf the
Conference will ho watched with groat intereat frein this
direction, and if it shaîl succeed in accomplishing an>'
oneocf the great ob,jects contemnplated, or evers in making
progreas in that direction, Canadians na>' weîî regret tliat
the>' have ne part in deliberations wbichl ia>' bave a moat
potent bearing upen tihe future cf their continent. The
Conference being mnerel>' for consultation and witliout
enacting power, it is net oas>' te 500 au>' good reason wliy
the Dominion migbt net bave been authcnized te tako
a part in it.

MEXICO lias net generaîl>' been supposed te ho inMadvance cf other modemn States, eitlier in the qualit>' cf
political sagacit>' or in the higlier endowment o a sense cf
justice. Iu ber econtl>' formed treat>' witli Japan abe
bas', bewever, earned the boueur cf being foremoat in bcth
these respects. She bas been the firat te forego thse oppres-
sive and humiliating restrictions to whicb Japan is sub-
jected b>' foreigu nations. Under this Treatv the auuoying
cousular juriadiction is definitel>' rencunced, and the
Japanese tariff rogulations are freed frointIhe intolerable
interferenco te which the>' are subjocted b>' other treat>'
Powers. Frein this act cf enlightened justice Mexican
commerce is likol>' te reap a largo reward. Mexicans
alene, of ail Western peopîes, are benceforth te b'e per-
mitted te travel without restriction in alI parts cf the
country ; te reside and establish thomselves as traders
anywbere in the intenior, instead cf being conflned as tliey
have heretofore been, and as other foreiguers still are, te
thse coasts; te pesses baud ; te forin business partnerahipa
with native capitalista, and te engage in enterpnises frein
which people cf other nations are still debarred. The
Amenican and, ne doubt, the English, will watcb develop.
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