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A GENTLE REMINDER.

‘We have mailed to all our subscribers
who are more than twelve months in
arrears a statement of their indebted-
ness to us. We trust one of the first uses
they will make of their fall returns will
be to ease their consciences by paying
what they owe us.

-

EDITORIAL COMMENT,

Principal Grant was unfortunate in his
choice of illustrations of conflict hetween
clergy and laity on the management of
Separate Schools. We lately quoted the
True Witness's scathing exposure of the
illiterate Commission that reported on
the Ottawa schiools ; we this day publish
the facts in the Kingston difficulty as re-
ported by the official spokesmen of the
Catbolic laity. Without for a moment
questioning Dr. Grant’s intentions or the

L

sincerity of his convictions, we cannot
help wondering how he can bave made
such a mess of a case that occurred in
his own city. If he is 80 ill informed o*
the doings of Kingston Catholics, what
value can we attach to his assertions
about the inefliciency of some Catholic
schools in Manitoba ?

The Tribune has a rare nose for malo-
doroms Catholics. It bas lately unearth-
ed one who, by a pious fiction, is sup-
posed to write from Dablin, Ireland. Hie
style is singularly labored and stilted.
He cringes to the majority and heaps
fulsome praise on the present School Act,
while he besmirches everything honest.
ly Cathotic. Yet, in his very distortion
of tacts, he reveals himself as one who at

‘ sgome time belonged, at least externally,
to the household of the faith, and who,
for some fancied slight, bas turned like a
viper upon the bosom that had warmed
him iunto life. He has a special grudge
against the devoted and self-sacrificing
order of Oblates. Being quite incapable
of valuing anything above what Carlyle
ealls “hogwash,” he has no taste for that
heroic form of patriotism which the good
Fathers have been silently practising in
this country for the last fifty years, Zeal
for souls, self-denial, voluntary poverty
in Christ’s footsteps, have no attraction
for this paid servant of an anti-Catholic
paper. o

Writing for a paper of which the male
supporters are, for the most part, slaves
of secret societies, he has the consum-
mate hypocrisy to inveigh against the
Oblates because, forsooth, their Superior
Generalis a Frenchman., Childlike and
bland is this not ? The influential ma-
Jority of the Tribune’s readers are either
worshippers of the Prince of Orange, a
Dutchman, a foreigner if ever there was
one, or oathbound servants of Adriano
Lemmi, the ex-criminal who has suc-

ceeded Albert Pyke as the Snpreme
Chief of Freemasonry. “Is it not une
deniable,” says Patricius, *“that from the
headquarters of this foreign ecclesiastic,
in Paris, France, there issues (s1c) week-
ly, if not daily, orders binding on the
members of this society in Canada, who,
without delay or question, thereto must
submit ?” Hardly daily — the mails
couldn’t do it—or even weekly, consider-
ing that Manitoba is only a fraction of
the Oblate jurisdiction and that other
parts ot the world have to be attended
to. Both delay and question may he in-
terposed whenever thers is good reason
for doing so. Secret societies alone have
the monopoly of unreasonable obedience;
sin, being an unknown quantity to their
chiefs, cannot check them; publicity
cannot expose them; they can always
cover up their iniquities with cheerful
mendacity and suave hypocrisy. With
regard to them we are justified in thus
parodying the words of Patricius: “Is
it not undeniable that from the head-
quarters of Universal Masonry in Rome,
Italy, there issue frequently orders
which not only the members of tnis hole-
and-corner sect, but all the countless
members of affiliated secret societies
must and do execute without delay or
question ?’ KEuropean Freemasonry is
at the bottom ot all the anti-Catholic
school agitation in Canada and the
United States. Its action may not be
everywhere so manifest as in the case of
the Superintendent *of Scliools in the
Northwest Territories, Mr. D. J. Goggin,
past Grandmaster of Freemausons ; but it
is everywhere none the less real.

What solemn twaddle men will write
when blinded by passion or writing for
the victims of passion! Patricius is
horrified at tbe thought that the Oblate
General can “despatch the born Cana-
dian to Ceylon or South Africa.”” But
cannot any 1mportant business firm do
the samg ? Are not men despatched to
the ends of the earth for mere material
interests, without & word of complaint
from any one? One would think that
what makes the despatebing horrible is
merely that it is done, not for the love
of money, but for the love of God and
the salvation of immortal souls.

“Thick as autumnal leaves that strew
the brooks in Vallombrosa” are the lies
that strew the columns of Patricius. Who
that ever had any dealings with Arch-
bishop Duhamel or Archhishop Tache
will believe that the former is anti-Eng-
lish and that the latter wus anti-Irish ?
Does Patricius imagine that a bishop can
create priests ? If there are few priests
of Irish origin in the diocese of Ottawa,
is this not due to the fewness of eccle-
siastical vocations anong the Irigh in
that diocese? The same phenomenon
is ubservable in the diocese of Montreal
and is a constant source of wonder to
those who know liow prolific the Ilrish
race elsewherel is 1n priests ? Sarely,
there is not a Catholic bishop who would
rofuse a worthy aspirant to the prieat-
Liood ; but alas ! toofew Irish parents and
youths in those dioceses do thus aspire:

Patricius, with all his pretensions to
intimate knowledge of Catholic affairs, is
wofully ignorant of the most rudiment-
ary principles of Canon Law. He us-
serts, in connection with the Manitoba
School question, that Arcbbishop Lan-
gevin owes obedience to the Superior
General of the Oblates, His Grace, as
Archbishop of Bt. Bonifuce, owes
obedience, in matters spiritual, to no one
but Pope Leo XIIL Of eourse, as local
Superior of the Oblates, he receives di-
rections from his General Superior, but
only for thie internal government of Lis
order.

Finally—for it were an endless task
to review all the blunders of this sapient
scribe—Datricius, who talks of “Franco-
English jargon in Catbolic pulpits® and
sneers at the Ottawa University, would
vastly improve his English, were he to
read the college journal (The Owl) of the
Unpiversity. He would then learn from
brilliant examples of tLe contrary, not
to write such nonsense as this sentence,
with which he triumplantly ends his
first letter : “If they start out (sic), at

foreign dictation, be the source what it

may, the benign light of free education,
vouchsafed by the laws and constitu-
tion (?) of their country, they sin agairst
themselves,their children, their country
and their posterity forever.” Does “be
the source what it may” refer to foreign
dictation or to the benign hght? “Start
out” ig probably a misprint for “stamp
out.” Who ever heard of stamping out
a berign light ? We st;amp out a flame
but not a benign and therefore diffused
light. 8ince, after enumerating “them-
selves, their children, and their coun-
try,” the writer deemed it necessary to
add “and their posterity forever,” as if
the country did not include the posterity,
we cannot see why he did not go on to
speak of “tiieir sisters their cousins and
their aunts,” oz, to say the least, why Le
did not wind up with “world without
end ; amen.” Perhaps this last phrase

would have reminded him of Almighty
God, Whom he is careful not to men-
tion, and sin against Whom, such as he
has filled his letters with, strangely ont-

weighs whatever posterity may wrongly

think.

——

PRINCIPAL GRANT AND THE KING-
STON SEPARATE SCHOOLS.

The Kingston News of September 12th
contains a long and well written official
report of a Separate School Board meet-
ing in that city, in which the members
of the Board, through their secretary,
Mr. J. J. Behan, triumptantly retute
Principal Grant’s “ungracious and glar-
ingly unjust imputation” upon the Arch-
bishop of Kingston. It will be remem-
bered that the Paineipal had written the
following words in one of his letters to
the Globe :

“What is happening in Ontario and
Quebec now 8hows clearly that when
the clergy are opposed to what the
people believe to be the interests of
their children, the clergy will give way
or somethirg will break, Who insisted,
two years ago, 00 getting good teachers
into the Separate Schools of Kingston
but the Roman Catholie laity, with the
result that, at this year's entrance %ex-
amination to the Coljeglate institute, the
second, third andi-f’fourth >places were
taken by pupils from these schools 7’

This clearly implies that the clergy of
Kingston were opposed to 200l teachers,
The report provies to a demonstration
the exact opposite. TheZArchbishop of
Kingston did his hest to make the
Christian Brothers, an order of laymen,
consent to prepare si;udencs forjthe Col-
legiate Lnstitute. His Grace jespoused
the cause of the lay trustees of the Sep-
arate School board, who felt thatjthe in-
terests of Catholic children jcalled yfor
this preparation, and this is the fadmir-
able conclusion of his last letter to the
Superior
Brothers :

General of the Coristian

“On tins subject you know my mind,
As I told you before, our schools being
uader the 8.8 law of the Province, and
the Board of Trustees being the execu-
tive appointed to give the law effect for
the support and management of the
schools in accordance with the rules of
Cacholicﬁdiscipline prescribed by the
Bishop and the regulatione of the}Srhool
Law prescribed by the Civil Govern-
ment, their autbority is identified with
the very existence of our schools, and
cannot be disowned by aby one. I
sincerely bope that you will assure me
of your determination to respect the in-
disputable rights of the Trustees. and so
aliay my most painful apprehensions.
I vrust that, notwithstanding your form-
er declarations on this point, you will re-
consider the subject in all its bearings
and leave room for a'peaceful solution of
the difficulty.”

In spite of this earnest appeal, the
Buperior General chose, as he had a per-
fect right to do, the alternative of with-
drawal, and non-religious lay teachers
took the places left vacant by the Chris-
tian Brothers. Thus the facts are in
manifest contradiction with Dr. Grant’s
assertion. It was not the clergy nor the
body of the laity that gave way, and aft-
er all nothing did break. Mr. Beban's
report concludes as follows :

“What precise object Rev, Principal
Grant aimed at, or what mysterious
spirit moved him to make this wanton

attack upon our venerable Archbishop

in the hearing of the whole Domiwion,
That he
should; frequently misunderstand the
public action of the hierarchy in dlstant
regions and in ages Jong since past,when
engaged in their continuous and
rously effective policy of organizing
society on the basis of Christianitv and
transforming into cultured gentlemen
the northern savages that had settled
on the rich plains of Europe and through-

eXceeds our comprehension.

wond-

oul successive generations had resisted
the restraints of law and morals by arm-
ed force, is nothing very wonderful. But
here the reference is to an event that
took place but two years ago in this
city of Kingston, under the Rev. Princi-
of
history has intervened for thefjdecention
of his mind on this matter. Why then
did he charge His Grace, the Archbishop
of Kingston, with systematic depression
of education in the Cathoile Schools and
with recklessly ‘“‘opposing what the
people believed to be in the interests of

pal’s own eyes, and no falsification

their cliildren” until he had to “give
way or something would break ?”

“For our part we conclude by stating
that throughount the varying conditions
of school work in the past 15 years there
hag been no antagonisw, no dissension,
nor o word of difference between the
Archbishop and the S. 8. Board. The
trustees have ever had fullest confid-
ence in his good will and prudent judg-
ment. They consulted him in every
grave difficulty and received his counsel
and encouragement with gratitude.
They knew how eager he always has
been for tlie improvement of the child-
ren in the schools, and the parents lalso
knew this, althongh they could not know
what efforts he bhad, from time to tim,
privately made for the betterment of the
system of education, We cannot re-
frain from adding that, in order to save
this Board, as far as be could,from being
too much oppressed by debt and the an-
nual obligation of interest, His Grace
gave us at one time a donation of $1,000,
and subsequently a donation of $500,
that we might be able to increase the
remuneration to our teacbers and thus
ensure a more effisient staff. For al]
this we are thankfal, and we pray God
to rewsrd him and to spare him to us
and his people of Kingston city and
diocese for many years to come.

Infurther evidence of the Archbighop
of Kingston’s earnest solicitude to en-
hance the efficiency of the teaching staft
in ourschools, we take the liberty of
mentioning tbis other fact that a few
months before the dispute arose between
thie Brothers and this Board, the Super-
ior of the Brothers having issued a cir-u-
lar announcing their intention of estab-
lishing a Training School or Novitiate
in Toronto for the preparation of English-
speaking subjects in the methods of
tedching suitable to the Province of
Ontario, Ris Grace Archhlisop Cleary
zave the handsome donation of $500 to-
wards thig landable project.

By order of the 8. 8. Board.

J. J. Barax, Secretary.”

T —————
('Cx)ntinued from page 1)
minister of religion who will dare to
criticise the rascality of the highway
robbery that 18 going on and has been
going on under the name of law can be
fined $600 and sentto prison tor three
years, This is by clause 104 which
reads: “Any minister of religion who,
abusing the moral power he possesses
by reason of his office, brings into
contempt the laws and icstitutions of his
country, arthe acts of the aunthorities, is
punishable with imprisobment from six
months to three years and a fine of from
500 to 3,000 lire.” This s gag law. The
mere mention of these instituiions and
laws is necessarily to hold them up to
contempt.  Again, for any bishop or
priest who advocates, even in private
conversation, the restoration of any part
of the Papal states, clause 101 decrees
penal servitude for life—a punishment
that is rarely visited upon the most
desperate assassins taken with their
hands red in the blood of their victims.
Cardinal Manning, speaking of clause
104, said : “Had this law been in opera-
tion here,l should have incurred I know
not what penalsy of imprisonment and I
know not what fine” The London
Saturday Review says: “There can be
no guestion that these new laws are
tyranuical in principle.” The anti-Papal
London Times remarks : “Tbe Church

from the Pope down to the lowest eccles-
iastic, is in the hands of the State with-

out defence from the action of the law.”
(From its Roman correspondent). The
London Spectator says: “These laws
are as bad asany of our own penal laws.”
WHY DO NOT THE PEOPLE RESIST ?

It may be asked, why do not the peo-
ple resist ? Are the people depraved, as
a whole ? No. The greater part of them
are practical Catholics—70 per centum in
a population of 30,000,000. Why do they
not resist at the polls as the people did
in Belgium ? In examining these ques-
tions, we find 1dve chief obstacles to a
favorable reply, obstacles which are suf-
ficient answer, without going into the
difficulties in the way of an unarmed,
undrilled majority endeavoring to shake
off a military despotism.

1. The Pope has forbidden participa-
ticn in the general of State electione, bew
cause this would be a recognition of the
unlawful government.

2. The overthrow of vie military des-
potism by a civil election would be pro-
vided against by the Government, w hich
would set moving its whole army of offi~ .
cials, civil and military, to secure itself
by fraud, force and iutimidation. It
would keep 1t8 power by the same means
by which it came into power,

3. A conscientious man, if elected to
Parliament, could not take the cath of
office. Thus it would be impossible for
conscientious men, coming in, one by
one, to obtain a majority.

4. Even if, by some improbable means,
conscientious men should obtain a ma-
jority in the Chamber, or House of Re-
presentatives, there still remains the
Senate, which, with the roval preroga-
tive of senatorial appoiniment, can be
colored at will.

5. And even beyond this there is the
unlimited veto power of the King.

In municipal or city elections con-
scientious men are sometimes returned;
bat their power does not extend beyond
the municipality. Indeed, out of 30,000,
000 people, there are not more than 8,-
00(,000 adherents of the Government.
The title “Kingdomn of Italy” 1s to-day as
it n1as been from the beginning only an-
other name for a miilitary oceupation.
You may ask how such a state of things
can be allowed to exist,and why the
people do not rise up and put an end to
it. We will ask you in return how it is
that four or five boys can board a rail-
way train and plunder it, even whilst
that train is under the protection of the
United States Government, which has
the support of 65,000,000 people ? Or how
can it come to pass that a great metro-
polis may sometimes be ruled by a hody
of men whom the really representative
men of the community will not so much
as recognize in social life ? i

But how was it that for twenty-three
years we were not given the whole truth
about the condition of Italy in that fo-
raign news column which marks the
wonderful energy of our daily American
press ? The reason is simply this, that
the whole truth was not transmitted,
And why was it not transmitted ? Be-
cause the conduits through which the
Italian news had to filter before reaching
the cable were and huve been as they
arc occupied by parties hostile t» the Pa-
pacy. And so the world bas been hood-
winked with cable dispatches about the
large army and big ships, and the ap-
pointment of Cardinals, and the health
of the Pope. Letters arriving from time
to time and giving the true situation”
were rarely printed in the daily press
and hence did not reach the people at
large. Hence our journalism, phenome-
nal for its enterprise, has been at least
negatively instramental in rendering
still more phenomenal the misinforma-
tion of the American people concerning
Italy and the Pope.

BANKRUPTCY AND GENERAL ANARCHY,

Ag many a8 eight years ago, Prime
Minister Depretis, reviewing the condi-
tion of the country, sounded the alarm
to the Government, Depretis went out
and Crispi came in. Crispi only intens-
ified the situation. The Tribuna news-
paper of Rome began to speak openly of
bankruptcy and general anarchy. It
stated (February 7 and 8, 1889) that the
workmen were using language such as
this: “We will not have alms. If we
cannot get work, we sghall turn our
thoughts of petroleaf or dynamite.” And
the Nazione annourced (January 28
1889) that famine had become the “vital
question for Italy,” and that no other
question was 6o urgent. The Tribuna,
too, began to speak of famine as the
“supreme question, the truly urgent
question, upon whose solution depends
the solution of ali the others.” Af the
opening of the year 1889 the same Tri-
bana (government newspaper) put the
case thus tersely: “Now we are in
chaos, or rather we are about to enter 1t.”

THE ITALIANS ARE GROWING TIRED OF IT
ALL.

The peeple are growing tired, very
tired of it all. Some years ago when
Bardinia—of which Humbert is really
king—wasg a prey to famine and the peo-
ple were making bread out of acorns, the
Sardinian representatives in the Parlia-




