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THE CRESCENT AND THE CROSS, as wve are, we are warranted in saying that the Crescent will flot be easily
conquered by any power. The Cross will yet triuimph in ail the earth, but itsThe Moslern religion is flot only not dead, but it was neyer more alive victory over tbe religion of the false Prophet will flot be easily gained. Thethan to-day. Wben the oId Moors were driven out of Spain, and especially Molbammedan bias a grand and glorious past behiud him, witli bright bopeswhen England forced the Sublime Porte, by cnnquering India, to, su form, bis before biru. He is in earnest. He is fierce also in his conviction and in thepolicy as to suit Ruissia, it was tbougbt by tbe Christian world tbat tbe reign of assertion of bis belief, alive in every nerve and in every drop of bis biood*the false Prophet wvas over ; but neyer in tbe bistory of Islamism wvas it more He believes down to the lowest depth of bis soul. Nor will bis religion grow

alive and aggressive tban the present time. It lias always been an aggressive nId. If it shows no sigu of decay after the centuries o0f its existence, we bavereligion. Jts instincts force it to the front. Witb flasbing sabre and confident a riglit to say it will flot rot downl and be blown away. It may be overcome,speech it bas sougbt conquest, and gained it, in almost every portion of tbe and ivili be, by the superior ligbt of the Cross as the darkness is scatteredEastern world. And its progress now, in many directions, was neyer more wben tbe suni rises, but not overthrown.
marked and rapid. The contest between tbe Crescent and the Cross will not be settled withiTo those wbo bave not given this subject careful examination, tbe facts in the sword, but by tbe trutb. Tbese twvo religions will meet in time, face to face,the case will bardly be credited. To tbe ignorant and credulouis Mosiem these and each be tested on its merits. l'le one tbat best meets tbe wants ofmodemn acbievements of tbe false Prophet wvill be ascribed to miraculous power, bumanity and of human nature xvill be victorious. It is wbat a religion canwbile tbey may stagger tbe faitb of tbose xvbo blave believed the victory of the do to make the wvorId better-make the people more bonest, kind, bumane,Cross wvas near at band -but tbe facts sbouid be carefully studied by ail wvbo and brotberly tbat wvill decide ini regard to its existence. Tbe true God willwould kuoxv wbiat is taking place under tbe influence of ail religions, flot, as did Mahomet, depend on tbe sword for success, but on the simple,

We gatber tbe followiug facts fromi a paper rccently published by l)r Dol- unadorned trutb. Tînt is divine and will triuimpbi. It will groxv into victory.linger of an)ti-iiufallib)ility fame, and tbey may be rclied on witb implicit con- Mfobammedanismn is a grand success as a creed, as a religions system, as a scct,fidence. Fie says tint wbole tribes in Africa have become devout Molanmedan but it bas no power tu develop truc manbood. It can win grand victories forwnrshippers, al)anduning thecir fetish xvorsbip for tbat of tbe god of Mabomet. Mabomet, but none for Christ, or tbat religion wbose aim and tendency is toA Moslemn university, containing one thousand ynung muen, is in fuil and make man as perfect as is bis Fatbcr i Heaven. Tbe religion of tbe Prophetsuccessful uperation at Sierra Leone. These youung men are being trained for i5 s larrowv, bigoted, positive, savage and strong ; tint of Christ is broad, gentle,teachers, preachers aud propagandists of tbe old Mohammedan faitli, and are b vinlg, for.gi vîug ani witb no less force and powver. Thle former wius bydevoted body and souil to that religion, as mtich so as are the missionaries of muscular, tbe latter by moral force. Tbe one clubs men into tbe kingdom, thethe Cross to Christ, in ahl portions of the ivorld. lu the olden time the soldiers otber obtains its grand victories by growtli. -Rer'. C. B?. Smit/h, D.
Of tbe Cresccnt cotunted it a joy to die in its defence, andi tbcse yotuug men
and many others are said to ie flot one whit bebind those wbo blave gone AD VICE.before themi in zeal and self-sacrificing labour.

In (Cbina also, the old religion is making inost ionider-fti progress. Iii It bias been my experieuce thus far in life to bave receiveci an amountTongin alone 5o,ooo bave enlisted uinder tbe Crescent w'biie it is comptited that of advice wvbicb bias been of sucb proportions, that, if ail of it bad been actedno less tban x8,ooo,ooo bave been wvon to tbe saine faitb amiong tbe Malayans uipon, 1 should blave cxercised no independence wlntever of act or mind.and in the islands of tbe Arcbipelago. Tbese are aIl recent couverts, while 'Fhere seemns to exist in the thougbits of nearly everyn wbo may bappen to beone-fifth of ail the inliabitants of the eartb, 5o,ooo,ono of w'bom are suhjects o-f ai few years older tbian tbecir companion, an inherent tendency to advise. TheQueen Victoria, believe in the false Propbet. These are wonderful religions conversation sometimes begins by tbe statement tbat "lan nId bead cannot beachievements, which prove that Îslamisin is stiîî in the ascendant. plit on youne hudradi s etrtu, n medaevafatcefr
Mohammedanismn is a religion of progress, and evei-y Mfobammiedaii is a mis- i- "ade to effect this lmpossibility, svhile a complacent tone of superiority issionary to a far larger extent tban are the members of our- Protestant chutrches. asslflfld, su tliat tbe youinger person may feel bis insignificance, and bring hisThe Mobiammedan may be formaI in bis devotional services, but blis convictions mmnd into a praper state of deference for receiving it ;or sometimes, as I baveenwral) bim. Tbere-are no sceptics or doubters in tbeir faith. 'ihey believe Scen it plainly stated, " tbe flrst thing for a yourig man to learui is, tînt bie doeswith ahl tbe becart. 'Iheir religion is in tlieir blond. It is a part of tlieir exist- no t know any thing"; in other words, tbat he is a fool. Now, as a young man,ence. They figbt as well as pray. The teachings of the Prophet make it obli- I w'ish to enter my protest against the statement that a younig mari does notgatory on ail blis followers to draw the sword in favour of tbeir religion. know anything, and also wish to protest against the assumption of superiority
"And filht," says the Koran, tbe Bible of the Mobiammiedans, "lfor tue reli- made by a great many advisers. Iu the flrst place, 1 bold that ahl young men

gio ofGodaganstthoe wo fghtagins yo. Ad kll her whrevr yilku0w something (some think tbey know more than they do) ; tbey know theyin ofem aod againt the wo f ghtagt youAnd kiI tavem wherevr you, fonhve hope, courage, health and zeal, and why shouild cold xater be trownfin ta e m, n t n l t heis m o ut g eo tha w bere in tbe y b Ae d es eis e you, for these attributes ? O h ! but lie is to n hopeful, to n zealous. C an there beae m ett iont o do ry N s M o am e d gr eou s t s lugbt er An the spe t dema ds to n m uch of a go nd quality ? T be danger is alw7eays the other way ; there isa r e m e t w i t j o . N M o a m m d a n b e s t a t s t f o l o w w b e e t e P o p h t ] a d s n e y e r e n n u g l . H e i s t o n b o p e f u l , a n d t h e k i n d a d v i s e r w i s bi e s t o s a v e b i m .His convictions are clear-cut and stronger than blis love of life. Ile believes inl from disappointment and moss. Is this experience gained by anntber's expe-fate. Wbiat is to be will be. Every thing bas been ordained from the begin-ning. God rides over aIl and directs every minute fact of lfe. Tbe followers rience of any real benefit as regards forming qualities of mnd ? I may wishof the Prophet live and die only by the direct fiat of the Mercifuil. It is for to do a certain thing, and my adviser may say, III know better than you, it is
flot advisable." Can it be said that 1 bave gained any experience by this ?

these reasuns, lie fears nnthing, but rushes into the jaws of death with a shout H-is advice miay be wrong, as lie is but htmman, and then I weaken my ownand with grand hymus. 
determination of cbaracter in learning to depend upon the advice of othcrs.His religion, to bim, is divine. He believes in one living and true God. lu fact, if we scan the lives of those men who hlave been successful in life, weTbe first sentence of the Koran is, "lPeace be to God, the Lord of ail creation, shall flnd that they are the very unes who blave heen independent of aid orthe mnst merciful, the King of the day of judgment. Thee do we worship, and advice fromn others and have lield to their owvn plans. Rochefoucauld bas saidof Thee do we beg assistance." They divide their religion into faith or thenry, tînt we enjoy a secret satisfaction in the misfortunes of others, and I baveand religion or practice. Wbile the Prophet called prayer the pillar of religion thought that this appîied to advisers, as tbey seem, to gloat over your failure-l'the key of Paradise "-decaring also, "lthat there can be nu gond inl if you blave folîowed your nwn plans in preference to their advice, and greettbat religion where is no prayer." And to-day the millions of the foîlowers you ii " What did I tell you ? I told you so," &c. They seem. to forgetof the Prophet pray, morning, noon and night, with their faces turned toward that if you had followed their advice, youi would perhaps have faiîed. TheMecca. 
assuIMption Of superiority by these kind friends is sometimes very amusing, toThe Koran is aiso full of commands to give alms. They are called justice say the Ieast of it. Some of themn actmally presumne to advise when their nwn

o r~~~~~~~~~~~~~ r ileu n s , a d o e o h u c s s r f M h m t s i , " r y r c r e s l i v e s h a v e b e e n , a n d s t i l l a r e , m i s e r a b l e f a i l u r e s ; a n d t h e y S a y t h a t t h r o u g hus baîf way to God, fasting brings uls to the door of tbe Palace, and alms gives ivant of advice wlien young they hlave flot succeeded, the truth of the matterus admittance." In reference to fasting, the Prophet said it was "lthe gate being, that if they had been blessed with advisers tbey would bave been stiliof Heaven, and that the odour of the moutb of him who fasteth is more wnrse failures, and would bave bîamed their advîsers as they now do the lackgratefuil to, God than that of musk." of them. It is nnly those who are unsuiccessful in everything cIsc that succeedThe laws of Islam are fourided on justice, and are equitable. And the well as advisers. I bave written these few hunes as an expression of sometime was wheu their schools were equal to the best in any part of Europe, and of my thnughts uipon this subject, and bave often beard young men say Iwere sougbt by youung men for their superior educational advantages. It is wish tbey would keep their advice to tbemselves ; what use is it to a manalso true that the revival of learning and even the Reformation may be traced, wben lie is down? heZjs him, upfirs/." What I desire to, say in closing is this:to some extent at least, to, these scbools. Wben yotî wish to advise a youing man, do flot treat him. as if be knew nothing,With these facts before us, and knowing that every Mahommedan is as or as if you had learut everytbing; and if he is in trouble, give bim. a littlesusceptible to the infiuence of the memories, traditions and records Of tbe past help flrst. Marii.

THE CANADIAN SPECTATOR


