1890.] RUSSIAN CRUELTIES. 235

hours and the lawyer as much. Labour is simply the means,
by which all but the few who have inherited property live:
there is no dignity about it except that which belongs to work
well done; nor can any man or set of men claim special
privileges or honour in its name. On this subjeet there is a
good deal of nonsense to be cleared away. People are repeat-
ing the complaint of John Stuart Mill that bardly any of the
working-class labour for themselves, meaning that they do not
themselves use or consume what they make. Who does? The
pastry-cook does not eat his own pies, nor the druggist swal-
low his own pills. All who work work for wages in one form
or another, not for the specific article which they produce.
Let us not make sham grievances when there are real griev-
ances enough in the world.

—The strong point of the Russian character is not veracity
and Stepniak is a Russian. We receive therefore with allow-
ance all narratives of atrocities which come from that quarter.
But whatever may have happened no man who has not taken
leave of good sense and morality will give his sympathy to
Nihilism. Nihilism, like the Clan-na-Gael, is a murder club;
and no murder club ever has helped or ever will help the pro-
gress of humanity. Nihilism is believed to be made up chiefly
of five elements, not one of which is likely to lead the world
or any community in the path of wisdom: wild students, the
women whom they inspire, dismissed or discontented servants
of the Government, intriguing Jews, and destitute sons of the
clergy. The clergy in Russia are all married, are all poor, and
their sons, too much educated to stoop to manual labour, are
often, in the close hierarchy of Russian professions and callings,
unable to find a place. The creed of the Nihilists is destruction,
not political only but social, domestic and moral. They do
not represent the Russian people, which if the question were
to-morrow put to the vote would decide by an overwhelming
majority in favour of the autocracy of the Czar, Their only



