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The numbiiler of renieclies initrodluceci every cear into the inarket
are so numerous that for tlîîs reason alone it wTould be impossile
to eniploy ail of theni, even if only experinientally, or to make a
ca2reftul chioice. Pepto-Man\,-tigan apl)ealeCl to me stroniy13 in the
first inistanice for reasonis thiat 1 shall explaini. Althoughi iniclineci
ta thiffk- weIl of tliis preparation fromn the first, I woulcl remark
that inîy observations were instituted without bias, andi that m-y
investigations were carrieci out iii atrty scientific mnanner.

I was lead ta inake a thorough study of this preparation by
the subjecti-ve; statements of thc patients that. it neyrer czased the
least li sturbanice, the obje~tive evidences of improvenient, anid,
besicles thiese, b)y the following- considerations:

According- to the views of maniy authors, iron preparations,
to bc efficient, mst exert not oniy a local but distant, that is,
goe.,eral effect. Iii chiorosis ancd in maniy severe cases of anemiia,
chalyb)eates are saici to reniov\e the hydrog-en suiphidle, formied
frequently in large amount lu the alirnentary tract, by the combi-
nationi of tlic iron w-ith the suiphuir. This reinoval is necessary,
because hîydrogeni suiphidle, if present in too large quantity, ren-
clers impossible the ab)sorption of tue iron in the foodi by precipi-
tating it ini the form of suiphidle of iron. It is kniown, lîow'ever,
thiat nlot onfly iron but also nianiganese is adapted in a hili clegree
for talcing up liycragen suiphide. MNanganese therefore acts as
an au-xiliary to iro!1 in this respect.

Aniother circunîstance wvas decisive for nie. A large nuniber,
alimost ail, of the officinal ferruginous preparationis are al)sorbecl
onfly to a sliglit extenit Nlîen adiniistered internally. This can
be r-naintaine d on the grouncl of the f act, that ini animais and
linaiî bliiîs positive e-vidlence of the enitrance of these prepara-
tions iiîto the blood cannlot be ol;taiined if the persons experimenteci
witlî have niot intestinal catarrh or have iîot received excessive
closes of iran. The more the preparation ap)pr0ximates to the
form- iu which iroan is contaînied iu flic foodi, the more likely it is
tn lic absorhed. The peptoniziiîg- of an iran preparation is there-
fore of deCicled acîvantage, andl its absorbability and -assimilability
is tlîereby enflîanced to a conisiderable clegree. Aside from this,
the peptone corrbiniation is aclapteci for exerting the systemnic
effect. This general action of iron preparationis only takes place
if after absorption they unclergo conversion into hem-oglobini.
f-ence tlîis coniversion is onlty possible iu the case of preparations
w\,Ilîi conitaini iron iu form of an organic combination. They
~-%ill thien act even when containingý a mucli sinaller percentage of
alisoltite îron.

It wvas therefore the chenical constitution of the preparation


