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' THE PROPHET OF THE RUINED
' "~ ABBEY.
,By' the Author of ' The Cross and Shamrock.”

CHAPTER V.
Spon after the cry of ¢ Maderee aultha,’ rea.ch-
ed Terence O’Mara’s ears through the exertions
of his now only aid, Anglum, he resolved lo re-
if not to defeat, the pursuit.
pe exclained, ¢ why did T kindle that un-
¢ft, and thus deprive myself of
of my faithil followers? Tt
Darby,’ he said, addiessing bis
ake the best we can of a

tard,

« Oh)
tucky fire on the |
the co-aperahion
can't be belped. A
simpleton, ¢ we must m

bad bargain. . )
"]‘halt.’s thrue,? said Darby; ¢ it’s a bad bar-

i my goor fiher is caught’

gal‘ni‘:smn}: Darby, said O’Mara,  can you wnake
) ' '

’ r:f"[vs, yes) answered he, ¢ can make fire.”

¢ Come, then, and help me.’ _ '

Off they went 1o sbaut the o_ne-snxlh of a mile
ap the rasd, where there was a quantity of turt
or peat'made into ricks and stacks, By the ad
of the wdiot, ina few minutes O'Mara had alarge

ile of the dry tarf placed on the very centre ?f

and having set flire tot, lie placed in

the road, . )
grogawns, or tall

frant and arovud U, wany g
piles of the turt, whieli at a distance very much

resemhled men in appearance. Tins done, O-
Mara Oew to lus cave for tis nifle, bis brass bugfe,
his lelmet, and a polished steel corselet, or sinall
cuirass, which one of lus ancestors wore when in
forewpn service. e procared also a igruat tosch
of cl;ips of fut pine, or ¢ bng deal,? aml thus
equipped, be took his stznd behind the greal rock
called * Clogh-na-gour,’ whick commanded  the
road which the pursuers, il about to come, must
take. . )

The clatter of horses’ roofs against the well-
gravelled road was now distinetly heard, and O'-
pew order 10 Anglum, whose mind, tlloug.l{ a very
retentive one, was able to grasp but one idea at
a time.  ‘The hgli of the fire now reflected on
the polished helmets ot the cavalry, nnfl 13 re-
fection on the sides of the mountain-ritlges re-
vealed to them with a dismal effect, the E!ren_ri—
pess of the scene, and filled their imagmanon
with fears, that in these dark caverns, which the
unillumined parts of the monantains appeared to
e, there mmght be secrefed men in ambush,
against whom, in such ground as this was, their
harses could do but little.  The troop now slack-
ened their pace into a more cautious gait, and the
advance-guard returned to the main_body to re-
port that a large body of rebels were an the
mountain brow, shouting like Indians, and ) dal'm-
ing around a great fire. At the communication
of this intelligence the sound of a bugle was

heard, reverberating in a thousand repeated echoes

aleng the mountain-sides, and glens, and ndges,
and peake, and the troops having given ¢ three
advanced cawiously. In

cheers fur the king, :
front of the large rock above mentioned, now ap-

peared, standing in bold reh.ef, by the glare of
the fire, 2 man clothed in shjning armor, and bur-
pished helmet, who, on the approach of. ihe troop,
cried out, ¢ Who goes there ?’ A voice hoarse
from fear answered, ¢ 1'he king’s troop of [ourth
dragoons.’ o

¢18al1, under pain of death ! eried Terry. ¢ I
am the gemus of this plare. Th_?.se mountains
are my abode, aud T will allow no 1avasion of my
demains a1 this hour of night. 'They call me
¢ the enchanted warrior.” My men are perched
by every rock, and bid uoder every bush, Loeok
at yonder fire, around which 100 wen, warriors
all clad n maid as 1, keep gumd.  Advanee, if

you dare.?
There were whispers and

men. - . -
¢ Listen again,) reswmed the warrior. )

show you T aus what 1 represent mysell 10 be,
here I staml. Lt any five wen of you distnouat,
or from where jou sit, disclarge your pieces
against this breast; and of you find youe leaden
me.‘i\il'llu!'l'.\' have no power to huet me, then con-
fess T am » e enchauted warsior.”  Butif Tread
my imessengers of death after you. then wm:.bn
tide vou!  What say you? Wil you try at r

CYes. Stawd forward, five guards,’ said the
leader. - ¢ Stewdy ! prewul! fire I’

A towd laugh framn $he wavtior follawed  this
dischurge.  "U'ne sweond guard preseats and fives,
The sane eflfert lollows. .

* Go.on—1ry ot again, cried the iutrepul war-
rior.

A tlurd discharge tallowed, and the bullet was
fhttened against (e rack about o yard [rom his
body. :

‘1
your Iraden huliets for you agaw.
that has actually prased through wy body /- Let
me new iy any ek o :

¢ Click | weut the rifle of the warriar, and

confusion amang the

bt ha P evies the warrior, ¢ [Jere are
Tlere is oue

harses, .

wards the dragoons, he leaped dowa on the road,

-1 Ag quick as lightning the whole troop of sixty

horses turned round, and without as much as wait~
.ing for the word of command, made the best of
their way back to the town.

The heath now on the mountan-side took fire,
and the crackling with which that beautiful shrub
burns, together with the screaming of night-birds,
aud the loud noise of flocks of game, resembling
very much the report of musketry, created in the
minds of these royal troops sensatiens akin to
those of men flying from a city on fire, and they
never [ooked back 1ill they were all safely in-
trenched wathin the walls of Cloughmore DBar-
racks. Upon the troop being in line, and Lhe
roll called, it was found that two men were want-
ing, whom the lieutenant reported as baving fallen
at the aclion at the mountain, where, as he stated,
no fewer than 3,000 men were assembled in re-
befhon, commanded by experienced French and
foreign officers. The same genlleman gave 1t
also us lus opinion that nothing less than the cap-
ture of the town was intended, as he could hear
the voices of men and the report of Lleir small
arms fill he came very near the town. TIn evi-
dence of the correctness of what hc stated, he
pointed out the blaze into which the northern
side of the town was converted by the enamy.
He exaggerated the dangers of sending so few
men {o roul such a formiduble force, not forget-
ting tc poiut out the advantageous positinns of
the enemy, who, lie said, planted betund rocks,
and from behind the ricks of turf, took such de-
liberate awm ‘at our men, that it 12 mraculous
how we escaped with such trifling loss—two
killed only, and enly a few slightly wounded.’—
Oa being questioned as (o why the lieutenant did
not tn the retreat recover the bodies of the two
who had fallen, he stated, that in attempting to
do so, the whole body of rebels rushed down on
the road (o cut off their retreat, that the horses
“becaine restive on hearing the yells of the rebels,
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¢ Well, Nelly, I thought you had some=sense
before now,” answered the intremd Terry.—
¢ Don’t you know the church and the priest tell
you not to believe in dreams, nor credit them,
and you pul your mind ¢ through and fro’ with
such phantems 7’

¢ I know that well,” she calinly angwered, ¢ and
I know the church and the priest both tould you
to keep from night-walking and seeret societies,
and yet you see you are not doing their bid-
ding.)’

¢That may be true enough, Nelly, my dear,
But see what a country we have. Over-run
with cut-throats, perjurers, and tyrasts, all of
foresgn birth or race.

Tke contents of the warm skillet, and they
were not to be despised, were soon made away
with by ¢ the enchanted warrior’ and bis aide-de-
camp, Darby Anglum, and they retired, the one
to the seltle-bed; and the other to his sleeping-
chamber, to rest after the campaign of the past
day.

CHAPTER VI,

Now, Tuesday, tle day appointed for the exe-
cution, dawned ; but the vietim whom the gallows
claimed by British law, had ceseaped its fangs.—
What was to be now dane 7 This was the |zad-
ing head of deliberaiion among the crvd and mi-
Itary council sitting at Clouglmare this eventiul
morning.  Shall the gallows be defrauded ot its
uswal tnbute? Shall there be preparation for
an execulion, and no executiou take placel—
Somebedy ought to ve hanged in order to strike
safutary terror info the ¢ rebelhious’ peasantry.

Loid Barterborough was present as president
of the council. So was Sir Anthony Sharper,
the patron of the town, and Sheriff Juggler.—
A. B. Wesirop, J.P., and Colone! Chive, with
Lievtenant Scarecrow, completed the number.
Tt was not yet clear daylight, and the couneil had
sat for several bours. Witnesses weie called
from ameng the officials of the prison, who gene-

wiio flung hghted brands on the road to frighten
them. He could not say whether maay of the
foe had fallen, but he was certain there must be
many of them wounded, from the deliberate aim
which the lights and fires of the eaemy enabled
his own mun to take.

"This mendacious report baving been received
by the colonel, the ¢ big drum’ was beaten, and
the whole military force of the town, including
the yeomanry, was called to arms, DPicket guards
were appointed at the cross-roads, a cordon of
sentinels on that side of the town next the moun-
tain, and every order given and precaution taken
that the military tactics of that period demanded.
The colonel, in (he meantime, with the advice of
his council, thought it prudeat to communicate
the report to Lieutenant Scarecrow to the Cas-
tle of Dublin by express, wilh a desire that a de-
tachment of light artillery should be sent imme-
diately, to subdue this powerful and seemingly for-
miduble host ! ¢The enchanted warrior,” 1 the
meantime, in company with his useful fool, re-
turned home, to snatch a few hours’ repose, well
salisfied that the fugitive was safe now, and that
at all events, there would be no more hostile visils
to his mountam, for this mght at least. Thus,
by the skillul stratagem of one man, the best
military plans may be delealed, and the securest
designs of tyrants may be frustrated by the bravery
of a peasaut.

When Terence O'Mara returned home, at the
hour of one o’clock at night, he found a good
warm supper ready for him at the fre-side, sim-
mering in the skillet; and. contrary to custom,
tie (ound s fuir wife and eldest clild at the bed-
side, repeating the rosary aloud, and with tears
in their eyes.

¢ What keeps ye up so late 7" said Terry, light-
ning a ¢ slishogue,’ or chip pive of bog-wood, and
woiny into his bed-room,

¢ Ab, it is we ought to usk you what keeps you
up, and what keeps you out sa late at thi?" she
erivd, with a look that betrayed the agitation of
tier soul.

«Hold, woman,” answered Terey. ¢ 1 have
gond news to tell you. Father O'Donnell
escaped.’ v

«Phaoles De 10 Gad ! said the pious matron.
Caiways thought the Lord woutd never allow his
enemiex pawee aver that saintly mae.?

« Whint in the world ails you, lhnugh]’ he re-
sumed. ¢ Something must be weoug,  Has any-
thug happened suee I lelt—are my chitdren |
well 7 ‘I'eft me what s you, dear wife,' he
comtinued, caisisg ber wp in ks arms, and louking
inio her face, '

4 \Well, il’a‘noihing but o dhireame that T bad
—the Lord save us—when [ saw you shal down,
aud me and my dear cluldien mussacred by the

.""0""‘ ll.’

AV what else T
Thar was all, Terry asthore 3 but it was so
cloar @ dhreane, and so gl before wy mad,
thiet F actilly sase the men’s Gaces who dud 11, 1

“thaseabit, 2ud conld know 1thém if Fraanf them now.

Thee | roused up hitike  Brudget and Michael-—

« Now. men, eome ta vietawy ¥ he eried, puil-
ing o rope or cond (o which was attached (be |

Mazing torch of pine-clups, eud faging it to-

Timothy wis oo young—and we said our pray-

rally swore that the present prisoner was the
priest, and that the man who left yesterday was
the same who entered, and nobody eise. The
very guard who watched at the celi door, whom
we have before iniroduced as pulting back the
clock, swore positively he kept his eye contioual-
ty on the prisoner, and that he could not have es-
caped or changed dress without his seeing 1t.

¢ My opinion 1s,” resumed the sherilf, ¢ that we
had better execute this present pisoner, as we
have advertised au execution. It does not ap-
pear to me in evidence that this s not the priest
who was sentenced to death, At any rate, there
appears to be a doubt, and as there is a doubt,
we ought to make sure of our man, and have the
execution for the public good.  What tlunk you,
gentlemen 1’ he said, looking around, for the ap-
probation of his associates.

¢T second your motion, sheriff) said Sir Ao-
thony Sharper.

¢ | tikewise, chimed in A. B. Westrop. * We
ought to make an example, and whether or not
this is the person we—the law, I mean—con-
demned, matters not much if he is guilty, or not
loyal to the erown.’ :

¢ Hear, bear,” followed this speech of the
Cromwelhan,

¢ You, Mr. Sheriff, and Sir Anthony, ought to
be the best evidences in this puzzling affur. You
both live in this very town. Surely you must
have known the priest O'Donnell, and you ought
to be able to say whether the prisoser & the
identical individual,’ said my Lord Barterbo-
rough.

<As for me,? said the sheriff, ‘I knew Lim by
sight, that’s all 5 but I go according to evidence
of e wrnkeys, who swore positively that Uus
is he. T know nothing as a private individual. —
My ca-capacity as sherill raises me above priv-
private rights or feelings.’

Hts lordship sinided and looked tewards the
colonel, who never opened his lips during the ex-
amination of the worthy witnesses. There was
really great danger of the captain at tins juag-
lure, who, on attempling to prove himsell wiat
hie was, had a pisiol of one of the guards pre-
sented at his breast, with a threat if he ¢spole
one word,” that be should die wstandy. Colunel
Ciive at length broke sifeuce, and said, that not-
withstanding the apparently consistent testimony
af the jaders, he bad a strong doubt as to the
jailers, b bad a strong daubl as to the identity of
tie present prisoner with the one fately convicted,
and ¢ T ani sorry to deffer with lus honor the sher-
iT, he said, ¢ i his construction of tint perhan
ot Brish commmon law regarding “lhe douht,
whicls should be always interpreted in favor of a
prisouer, instead of against bun.  ludeed, there
15 hardly n doubt in the case, us 1tis almost self-
evideat that the present gentleman 13 not the
snme whom | saw 1o tie docke at the late assizes.
It is better that a thousand guilly men should
escapiy, than that oue meoceut wan should suller
death uujustly . .

« T'hat s, provided the innocent man was not
ag deserving of u» gallows as the guit tyt vejomed
Sir Anthony seriously, shakg Ins bead and ook -

v

ers to God to save you aud us from what I saw.

ing towards the prizouer. The whole council ¢n-

joyed a laugh of very limited duration at the ex-
pense of the knight of the red nose, and the co-
lonel having ordered the prisoner back to his cell,
the council turned its attention to other impor-
tant deliberations.

Mrs. O'Donnell and the remainder of the fa-
mily who made the visit to the prison the day be-
fore, were next introduced into the councii-hall,
but, being asked to give their evidence they re-
fused, excusing themselves on the grounds of
thewr relationship with the party accused as well
as the escaped prisoner. "They were consequently
locked up in Jail for contempt of court, us well
as for being aiders and abettors in the escape of
the priest.

Colonel Clive was opposed to this rigor alsa,
but the remaming members of the councl, in-
cluding Liord Barterborsugh, bewg adverse Lo
him, he had to seeenmb.  The question of a sub-
stitute for the esraped priest was still on the
board, and Sir Anthony moved again that, as
this foreign gentleman bore such a likeness o
the priest, he should suffer in his stead.

¢ Why, Sir Aotheny,” said the calenel, sume-
what warinly, ¢ that 13 now decided,  'I'his course
you recommend would be barbarous as well as
unjust.  Besides, it would he dangerous. We
are now at war with France, our natural eaemy,
aud il this geatleman, holding sach a high com-
mission 1 - the eelebrated Chasseurs de Viveen-
oes, were 1o be saerificed 1 eolid bloed in obe-
dience {0 a low inslinet of vengeanee,or to
¢ strike a salutary terror, as il 15 called, you can-
not foresee the consequences to the whole nation
—nay, the whole enpire ; besides the injustice
of your course.’

I donot care about rcousequences, let them
tuke care of themselves,” waid Sir Anthony. ¢ All
! ask is vengeuce an rebels, couspirators, and
Papists,  And as {or justice——?

¢ Rut, Sir Aunthony, I do care for consequences,
and if that gemleman is to be hanged, he must
be banged in spite of my troop. That I beg you
to remember.)

¢ Well, eolonel, said the kaight, ¢ I yicld the
poiaty butif you are at a loss (or something to
hang, I have a useless old butler about the height
and a litile above the age of priest O Donuell,
and he is & Papist besides, though a  shople and
harmiess owe. You may bang him, genllemen,
il you please, to produce the desired eflect.’

¢ Good God? what did you say, Sir Aatheny 7
IIave 1 misunderstood you? Do you propose
the murder of an old and faithful servant to prop
up o falsehood, to grve currency to a delusion ?
Monstruus proposition !?

¢ T ain a loyal subject, Mr. Colonel,’ answered
Sir Kuight, *and I will do anything to serve my
kting.?

¢ Very well,” smd Sir Anthony, ¢ but your king,
I doubt, would reject such a service as you would
offer. 1 am convinced, howerer, his majesty
would accept the sacrifice of your owa lite, that
‘the lusug of your head iv hattle for the king
would be a very meritorious act, but T should
consider that the hanging of your faithful butler
would not be regarded by bis mojesty as any-
thing ke a compensation for the honor thut
would accrue to bim by the loss of your own life
i the service of your king.’

¢My hfe is at bis service any day that his
Majesty’s erowa may need its sacnfice,’ saud the
chivalrous kuiglt.!

¢l am very glad ta hear you are ready, Sir
Anthony, for we are just gaing to dislodge those
rebels whio ave, il report be true, intrenched en
the brow of Kuockmeldown, and T will expeet to
see you there at the head of the militia of (he
barany? ]

Al this stage of the. proceedings a messenger
was ntreduced by-an orderly, wha stated that on
s way feom the market of Dungarvan, about
half-way up the mosutain road, he fell in with the
hodies of the 1wa soldiers killed in the encounter
fast mtght, and they were now al the ¢ gale wait-
fug ta b released by yowr hauers paying me tor
the fure of the two dead jiutlemmn.” Upoo be-
ing dorned by the sherilf that 1t was 1o more
tsan hes duty, as a Joyal subject of the kmg, to
do that prere af rervice lor nothing, the cunuing
litile red-headed carman, named ¢ Skith Flana-
gan,) answeeved ©(hat as fur lyilty he didu’t thiok
that B bed Bess wy tt than s avighbors 5 but he
Kueew fie hasl but very little money, and he didu’t
think their hanors o the king would ask bim to
work for watling.

Culanet Chye hnuded the carman a guinea,
wha, witl a4 wost prafomnt how, wis about to de-
part, whew, an the suggestion of Loid Barter-
borough, 1t was agreed (o ask bun a {ew ques.
linus wbout the noalier and steength of Lhe re-
bels. '

“+ Your noue is Flwagan #
¢ Yes, yu’uf Bonne.?

not, o faut retu. i leatt market 3 :
¢ Yis; your kouar, the wountain road exackitly.
¢ AC wiiat boue did you come by that part of
the roml which is called Claghnagour 7

t Yuu wime down the wmountain road, did you
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neither saw moos, stars, wer sun, aud I’m too
ponr to carry a watch,

¢ You can’t say, then, but that it way late at
night 7

*Yis, your honot, very late at mght.
was, your honor.

¢ Did you see any men there in army, or wese
jou interrupted by any sentinels or guards at that
part of the road 7'

¢Did Tsee? repeated Skith, s were in
ridicule o the colonel’s simplicity, ¢ Haw could
I see whin it wag as dark as piteh? [ could not
see we hand f I stretched id oot o me.  [n-
deed { have wueither ca’s eyex nor awt's eyes,
thank God, but neat Cliristian ones, aod | can't
see impossibilities.”

* Mind what sort of answers you give here, my
goad fellow,” saad bis lordshin, < You wmust teld
the teuth, and the whole truth.’

Tell the thraih! o sure Pty the troth P
tellin’; aud nothing else.  Yow are the tast win
doubted Skath Flunagnn'ﬁ wortl in ali me lite, 9o
you are.’ '

*On your oath did yon meel any anned wea
on the mountainy or could there be such men
there without your kaowledze 1

¢ Without my knowledge ! Faix, there conhd
be millions of men theré withaut my lnowkedge.
Wiat krowledge could [ have uf um at tue hour
of midnight or second cock-crow, as 'm wure 1t
was when | came that road.?

So ot

¢ As you saw nothing, then perbaps you besrd
soimething  such as the veport of shota of sinalh
aris, blowing of horns or bugley, 1ebedlious
shouts for kiberly or other trewsosable exclinu-
tcas 7

t Axclumashums!  In troth there way plenty
of that, and I heard some shots ton, and joud
sicrecting ¢ Bunan feans,” bitterns, and plover,
and woodeoeks, and grouse, and wany otuer wild
auimals who were caastiog ia the buring heath,
There is no doabt but | heard dreadtul eries,
skrieches, and all sueh things.  You conld see
pins on the road by the light—so you could.?

“That is something to the pomt. sail Lica-
tenant Scarecrow, who trembied {0 ins boot for
fear of the invatidation of his false report,

¢ But the knave contradicts himsell) remarkued
the colonel.  * le said & few minstes ago that
he could not see his haud by the diknesy, now
fie says the whole mountain was in a blage, and
that you could see pins on on the road.

¢ Yes, your honor, but that was only while the
fice blazed ; but when it was oul it was twice
durker than before the fire was lit, When the
Grewas lit [ was far south of the Kanck ; but
with my slow horse and heavy load, whea 1
reuached the place your ionor miutioned it was as
black as ounld Nick.’

Skith was now disinissed ; and after a resolu-
tion was passed tint «f no better substitute for
Father O’Donnell’s head could be found, the
head of ane of the dewl soldiers <houid be afixed
to the court-house bell-tower, ¢ awe the peu- '
saotry, the council, alter baving sat for over four
hours, was new dissolved.  Before quitting the
council-chamber, however, the colonel, alter the
departure of the under-officialy, invited the pacty
to bis quarters, where he told them something wm
the shape of a ¢ dejuner a la fourchette,? awaited
them afler the fatigues of a sleepless aud anxious
mght.  The invitation wax accepted by all save
my Lord Barterboough, who pleaded as his ex-
cuse for declining the feast, that his son aad beir,
Liord Edward, was preparing this warnng to set
out on his Ceatinental tour, tu pertect his educa~
tion by travel.  On this excuse bis apnlogy was
accepted by the calonel, who, after escorting the
lord to the earriage that stood at ke gate, re-
turned 1o conduct the rest of the party to hia
well-provided breakfast-table.  Thenmgh an ex-
perinced physiagnomist could not but read i
the asturally-calm face of the colanel something
fike a eloud of disappointiment at not living bis
board honored by thw preseace of the lord, for
whose cluel and soceial pleasuce e intended chis
compliment, yet it required but very acdinary
powers of observation to perceive the effect
which Lix absence hud on.the rest of Iis guests,
Tu fact, the faces of Sir Antheny, = lwerill Juzgler
and A. B, Wesirop, J.D., wece all suules??md
notkitig contributed S0 much to this genal ilarity
as the abseace of my lord. :

Wihen thirst and Ikufger were appeased, and
the apprtite 0o louger sustamed ity wogent eabls

for generous wine and all-sustwnmyg heel)! the
kentght, with a tumbler full of glowing . Burgundy
1 big righe band, proposed,—

*Heves a beakth 10 the king 3 Goil blesg him ¢
aod may we, bis loyal subjects, in this day’s ex-
pedition, prove 1o s majasty how rewly we are
lo sacrifice our lives for the ~abilvy of iy
throne. . Here's success (o thiv duy’s expedi-
tin? ... S .

““Hip, -hip, turrali’ followed ¢ three thnes
l«h‘ree"."v i ‘ R . .

‘Tlie proper honors were paid to” foyal toasts,
by each of this gallant company, who, now well
pleased with the eatertainment of the coloud,

-
H

¢ Well, your hanar, L can’t el the hour, as Ty and proud of therr loyahy, weat out from their



