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if*the English Speaking
Province c%nsu[ted their best
of the TRUE WITNESS one of
fui Catholic papers in this cou

Catholics of Montreai and of this

interests, they would soon make
the most prosperous ano power-
ntry. | heartily bless those who

ancourage thisexcellent work.
t PAUL, Archbishop of Montreal.
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............... ~....Aprll 22, 1399

THE EDUCATION REPORT.

Llsewhere in this issue  we punlish
an analysis

erintendent of Public Tnstruction

the 1'rovince of Quebec for (he schol-
astic year 1897-08. So far as it indi-

cates the scope and pencral charvacter
of the improved curriculum which has

onal work of the province, particul-
arly in the clementary
the 'public moneys devated to this -
portant work, especially the honuses
aranted to teachers ilisplaying exeep-
tionul zeal in the performance of
their task, the report is o gratifying

schools, and

and admirable one. It demnonstrates
beyod possibility  of doubt or cavil,
that the aducational system of  Qine-
becem is now seroiwl  to that

other provinee in this Dominivn. gl

of N

no oLher Stafe on thas continent,
The report has, howevsr, in onr op-

injon, one defeel, Ampie and elabor-

ate as are the statisties which it con-

tains, it s very disappointing  in
thase thar  deal with Montreal. 10
which nonore spawee s devoted than
Lo the smallest connty ju the Prov-
ince, althoneh  this  eity comtains
RO anestbird af the totad Irropert s

in the
n

fnr seinol  purposes

province.  We allude particularly
the absence  of statisties  regoarding
the Inglish-speaking  cCatholie  ehild-

ren altending  school, Al that we

ate told is thul in this city there are -

26,703 “*Ronin Catholic pupils,”” and
nglish-speaking pupils,”” We
are not informed whthier these include

the pupils at all the educational  in-
stitutions, from the universities to
the clementary  schools, in the cily,
nor:is it stated whai proportion  of

Lthe total nmuunber
Catholies form. We are left

ungiish-speakiug
in the

‘dn:rl'( alsd as to how nuny Fnglish-

speaking Catholic pupils attend i'ro-
téstiant, institulions, Information on
these points could be obtained  with-
out difficulty or extra expense. for it

could be secured fromn the same sourc-

es from which information on the
other subrjects dealt with in the  re-
port hus come. The figores could  he

wiven in & hall page of the report,

It is unnccessury  for us Lo repeat
the Valid reasons which we  have
severul times sel forth in these col-

umns in suport of our claim 1o a sep-

arate classificution in all oflicinl com-
pilations containing statistics of this
We ask for this separate
Dominion census
in the educa.

character.
classification in the
inr the city census, and
tion report of the province, with spee-
ial reference to Montreal.

FACTS THAT SPEAK.

The [ollowing statement, regarding
the Ancient Order of Iibernians,
speaks volumes for itselfi—

“The  Ancient Order of Uihernians
has met wilh wonderful prosperity.
To spenk only of the Continent of
North America— the Order has divi-

in four provinces of the Dominion of
Canada, with a membership of 110,-
782, In cash in the division treasur-
ies and in real and personal property
it has $1,001,529.94.

- *‘During the year 1897, the.
from which. complete reports are

iatest
at

. hand, the order has paid for sick ben-

“efits $554,064.52, and for assistance

of the report of the sup-

of

{0 widows and orphans  and other
charitable work S4:24,00:3.29."
Sueh gigantic work has heen
in this city by the A, O. 1, and
well known are the heneficial  effects
thitt have flown therefrom, that we
prefer (o leave the above without any
comment for this issue, and to allow
our reacders to reflect upon the signi-
ficance of this brief statement. with-
out having their minds distracted

doue
S0

by

beet adopred by the Catholic Com- !
o . . iany  lengthy  remarks on our purl.
wmitiee, the substantinl = progress
' ) . . | Ilowever, we have here a very prac-
avhich  has been made in the educati- . R
toxt for more than one article,

i ticul
and we will not be hackward in mak-
ing use of it. In the meantime we can
siuarely say thut it is our firm con-
viction that a great deal of the {future
‘of the Irish people in Canada is bound

up in the {uture of the A, O, 11,

i

; ALWAYS PERVERSE.
I . . i

v AL orecent despatel from London eon-
tained the ollowing inforation eon-
cerning an idea of  Cardinal Vaughan
i regard o 1he tOMINE contiryi——

o Cardinal Vanghan addressing 1he
Uitthojie T'ruach Soeiety, ot a
project, swhich, he suid, had been  de-

cided npon at the Vaticon, and hless-
last
first

ail by the Pope, 1o celvhirate the
Aear of the century, aml for the
Aear of the next in solvtn, interna-
tonal, world-wide gets of homage 1o
the Saviour. There are (o be conunon
f_m'u_u-i's. pilerimages 1o Jorusalem
Fuml Ronie, religious solenmities, spee-
{al wmeetings for the purpose of trans-
Jmill.inLr to future ages o solemn pro-

fession of the Catholic faith, and the

Perection of crosses amd  bonfires  on
the [ofty eminences of the world.
O the first day of the new  cen-

tiry the faithful are {o unite in spirit
at the first Mass of  the Pontiff,  at
which Ilis Holiness will use a golden
chalice presented by the Catholics  of
the world.”

A very plain and simple statement
of a very reusonable and highly op-
portune sugpestion.  Yet our friend
the “'baily Witness,” could not let it
pass without a sneer. That kexatious
orgun  testifies—as  should a ‘Wit~
ness''— to the fact (a mere invention
of its own) that the Cardinals hov-
ing erred in cilenlating the year 1900
as the first of the twentieth century,
and bhaving prematurely ardered cer-
tain preparations for the celebration
of Lthat great event, have been oblig-
cd Lo cloak their own mistake by
suggesting o two  years celebration,
consisting of pilgrimages to Rome, to
Jerusalem, and elsewhere.

After taking their calendar from
the Churceh of Rome, the “'Wiiness ™'
and s friends should not forget that
the Cardinals of the Cathole Church
say the leastl— us
versed in the compmiation “of
time as are their critics. The truth
is that  there never existed  such
mistuke on the part of the Cardinals.
What we have quoted above is merely
the siatement of an idea suggested by
His Kminence Cardinnl Yaughan, and
is noi due to the fact of the century
beginning in 1901, nor to any error
regarding the date upon which this
century closes. If our contemporary
had followed “‘La Semnine Religieuse’
of Montreal, it would have found
some months ago a very clear ex-
planation —given in that organ—of
the reasons why the twentieth cen-
tury commences at midnight of the
31st December, 1900.

We fear that the trouble is not so
much on account of what the Cardin-

are cgually—ito

well

a

als  may or may not- have said re-
garding the measurement of time, but
rather on account of the suggestion
concerning pilgritnages to Rome. We
can readily understand how adverse
the 'Witness'® would be to any move-
1ent he it in the form of a pilgrin-
age, or otherwise— that might tend
in the direction of the Lternal City.

A BRYAN QVATION.

Some twenty.five thousand enthusi-
astic citizens took part the. other
evening, in the CGrand Central Palace,
New York, in the Jeflersonian dinner.
An event occurred that recalled to
mind the occasion when Dlaine, at
Minneapolis, was carried from the
table to the platform. This time, as
on the former occusion, a woman's
voicé cried out the name of the popu-
lar orator; as if by an electric shock,
the whole vast assembly secmed geiz-
ed with 2 mad desire to hear Wil-
liam Jennings Bryan speak. The ban-
quet was turned into a great public
meeting; the tables +were deserted;
three hundred waiters stood back to
let the guests rush to the platform;
and in the wild confusion the ex-
Presidential candidate was carried
bodily on to the platiorm. Bryan de-
livered one of his best speeches, and
the enthusiasm knew no bounds.

The Minneapolis affair was the turn-
ing poink in Blaine’s career, from the
hour of that ovation he rose, n
leaps and bounds, until he uttained
universal popularity. The circumstan-
ces were almost similar in both cases.
Will this one prove as effective for
Bryan as  the other did for Blaine ?
Only time can tell. I3ut certainly
Bryan enjoys a national reputation
roday, which he could not well have
years ago. Il will  be
interesting to notice his course from
this until the next I’'residential Cam-

paign.

clained three

CATHOLICS DRIFTING
TO MASONRY

Such is the somewhat sensaiional
heading—in {he form of an interroga-

tion— that appeared in a recenti is-
sue of the New York “‘Herald.” The
second line of the heading is still
more attractive; “Remarkable
Growlh of a New Secret Organization
Among the Pope’s Followers . . Many
Priests Enrolled.”” Now, as ‘far as
this is concerned, it is quite up to

date and periectly in accord with the
semi-mysterious system, so prevalent

now-a-days, of creating i sensation.

BBut when we peruse the article  that
fol,ows these laming lines, we are
very much disappointed. We had  ex-
pected some tercible discovery, some
picce  of information  that  woull
shake the esuardmity  of every (uth-
olic.
After expiaining how opposed  1he
Catholic Church  has cver been 1o
; Freemasonrey.,  and detailing the  ef-

fects upon o Catholic  of oining tha
society, the article thus proceels:—
“Now, however, a secrel orgithizo-
tion, planned on Masonic lines. awith
similar distinetive characieristics, is
having an amnzing success among Ca-

tholics. It is called the Knight=s  of
Colhumbus. There are more than 12,-

OBO members in this city alone, 1nost
of them having joined within the last
two years.

“In the yecar 1882 the Rev. M. J.
McGivney, pastor of the little coun-
try church at Thomaston, Conn., or-
ganized the first council of the
Knights for the young men of his
flock. These pioneers never imagined
that the society would reach its pres-
ent proportions. They laid down gan
elaborate ritual, after a Masonic pat-
tern, eliminating of course whatever
in it and its other constitutional
rules had received ccclesiastical dis-
approval.”’

Then having stated that the Apos-
tolic Delegate approved of the organi-
zation, the article continues:—

"“This ritual establishes two kinds
of mniembership, insurance and associ-
ate, both of equal grade in  Knight-
hood. There are grips, pusswords, in-
itiations and gll other occult and my-
stic paraphernalia so deur to the
male biped, who is, as the great phil-
osopher tells us, ever pleased with
rattle and tiekled with a straw.”

It is unneecessury Lo ruuteany more;
the baiance of the article consists in
statistics that
of the success

a ceriain amount of
spoak very favorably
atinined and progress made by the

‘

- sociely.

The very fact that Rome approves
of the society is, in itself, the hest
evidence that it is Calholic to the
core, and, therefore, anti-Masonie, In
a few words we would like to point
out the distinction that must of ne-
cessity exist between the two. The
Catholic Society of the Knights of
Columbhus is an order established for
the especial purposes of propagating
the Faith and assisting—spiritually
and temporally—— those Catholics who
are in need of either, or both. It is in
its very essence a progressive and a
const,ructive organization. On the
other hand, as far as practical life is
concerned Freemasonry is a destruct-
ive body. The passwords, the grips,
the signs, the tokens, the regalia, the

i

ceremonials have nothing to do with.

the fundamenral principle of a .socie-
ty: they are mere accidents, some-
times of a | precautionary nature,
sometimes of 8. defensive one. They
have no more to do with the spirit,

or essence of the society, than the
countersign given to a sentinel has
to do with the plan of campaign as

formulated by the commander-in-chief
of an army. The password may be
changed as often as the commanding
officers deem proper; and it is merely
a test whereby the sentinel may know

'a friend from a foe. But the cause of

the war—just or unjust,—the plans
of the general—oifensive or defensive,
— the principle.at stake—be it a na-
tional one—no more depend upon
that sign, and are no more effected by
it than by the color of the sentinel's
eyes, or the length of his shudow up-
on the ground.

You must look deeper, if you wish
to discover the aim, the purpose, the
system, the principle of an organiza-
tion. We said Freemasonry was des-
tructive we reasen thus: Every sym-
bol, every expression, every sign con-
nected with Masonry indicates a pur-

pose of erecting something, of con-
structing some edifice. The name
“Mason””!  sur zalkng God ~'The

Great Architect;’s the square, compass
trowel, apron,—all these denote an
intention to build. What is it that
Masonry wishes to construct, and has
sought for long generations to erect?
Decidedly, it is the Temple of Mason-
ry in all the world.

In erder to erect a temple, or any
other edifice, you must first have the
ground. That ground has been occupi-
ed for over eighteen centuries by the
Catholic Church. Therefore, Freemas-
onry mist begin by tearing down the
Church, before it can Iay the founda-
tion stone of its own temple. Once
the ground is disincumbered, once the
Church is destroyed and its ruins
scattered, then—and only then— can
IFreemasonry occupy the seil and com-
mence its own building. The result ic
that, for over a century, I'reemasonry
has heen using every implement with-
in its grasp to detach the stones of
the Church’s construction from each
other. It has been carrying on o work
of destruction, and it hus. so far,
fniled to remove one bit of mortar
from between the stones that have
been cemented by the blood of mar-

by the ITand of Christ. And so wwill it
be— even unto the end of tine—
should Masonry survive; the Church
remaining unchanged, the ground will
be perpetually occupied by her. and
her enemies must continue their at-

tempts to wipe her out. But never

will the day dawn when AMasonry—

additional obstacle in the way of Ma-
sunic aims,

TRUTH DIVIDED.
We hpve heen
of a sermon  recently preached in the
crypt  of the Cathedral of St. John
the Divire, in New York, on the sub-
ject of “Church Consolidation,” by
Rev. William Reed Huntingten, DD,
rector of Grace Church, New York. It
is the first time we ever knew  of
preacher advocating “‘unity™’
ing to prove that division was essen-
tial to Christian truth. Yet this
learned and eminent clergyman has
seriously undertaken 1ihat impossible
feat. We had always supposed that
the individuality of truth was axiom-
atie. ‘
Either Truth exists or it does not.
There cannot be any division of it;
there can be no diversity from it.
“God is Truth'’— and Truth must be
as undivided, as single, as renl, os
oune as God is. But Rev. Dr. Hunting-
ton, in his anxiety to prove that Pro-

fuvored with a vopy

41
hy try-

testantism, in all its sects, must con-
tain the truth——yet no two agree on
what it really is—has invented &
very novel and peculiar argiinent.
He says: — “God has deliberately
chosen to educate man through the
instrumentality of man’s own mis-
takes. . The Bable builders are
dispersed of God only that they may
be reunited, ages hence, in that TDbet-
ter city whose fountdations are upon
the holy hills, and where a single mo-
ther tongue prevails.” After a few
ol God pur-
the

e

nore similar examples
posely creating divisions swith
intention ol henling them later on —
in ather words, the Almighty muking
sport with humanity—he says:—

“And so with schism as it is call-
ed, and the healing of it, in the world
ecclesiastical.

‘“\We are asked, to-day,

that I’rotestantism is a failure and
that the Reformation was a mistake,
because, forsocoth, Protestantism and
the Reformation have proved them-
selves prolific of divisions, because,
in other words, they have resulted in
the scattering of the sheep. That is
good reasoning as against those who
are determined to make of Protest-
antism and the Reformation a finali-
ty; who hold that wisdom died with
Martin Luther, and that the outer
edge of the sixteenth century de-

tyrs and that were laid and fashioned

having  possessod  Lhe  pround——can
cease its work of destruction. Al
possibly  the  existence ai  the
“Knights of Columbus’™ will v an

.weighs for little with such as

to believe .
i this common bill of fare provided for

it
are
versuaded that Almighty God , broke
up the Latin union in order toc  help
us form & better one; destroyed the
imperial framework that He might
pur; in place of it m polity large en-
ough to cover the round world.

“With these, who trust the future,
the cry is Onward! Nothing can
demp their faith in the resources of
the Almighty. He that scattered Is-
rael, they insist, will gather him, and
keep him as a shepherd doth his flock.
Such is the churchmanship of kope.’

We would like to know how this
good preacher can reconcile this ad-
vocacy of disunion with the words
he wuses, later on, when speaking of
the Catholic Church, and causing the
Catholic to say:—

““We are born into the Church, by,
sacramental, as we are horn intc the
state by natural birth. We haye not
chosen Christ, He has chosen us, and
graciously called us into the fellow-
ship of His flock. In doing so, IHe
has made provision for our safe cus-
tody and proper nourishment. The
saving of the soul is too precious a
matter to be entrusted to the risks
of private judgment. Suffer yourself
to be wisely and graciously cared for
by the Church, this household into
which you have been born. Sece, here
are tcachers to instruct you; teachers
awho have come down in a direct line
iron: the beginning, and who are,

limits the horizon of truth; but

-therefore, more likely than any others

1o possess the true tradition of the
Christ. Iere also are sacraments —
two if you insist, seven if you will;
but, ail the same, a system, a provid-
ed scheme of spiritual help and com-
fort; a course, a treatment, a blessed
minisLry of grace.

“*And as for worship, here it is in
form definite and precise. Why go
wandering aimlessly about in search
of Christ? Why soar up into the heav-
ens of speculation to bring Christ
down from above, or delve laborious-

Iy in the depths of research to bring
up Christ from heneath? Iinter the

nearest church where you can be sure
of finding JfLim on the alitar. See you
not the smoke of incense curling ah-
out his throne? Heur you not the
sharp note of the bell annunciatory
of his coming? What remains, save to
iall low on your knees before his foot-
stool and to acknowledge the object-
ively present God ?"

Then  he charges all the crrors  in
the educational systems, all the
doubts and misgivings in regard to
morals, all the uncertainty of faith
in the world to-day, *‘upon our un-
happy divisions.”’

Now, if these are Rev. Mr. Hunt-
ington’s opinions concerning Cutholie
beliel—we will not bother with  the

s slight inaccuracies, thatareparidonable

under Lhe circeimstances— and it he
finds those ““unhappy divisions” 1o
be the cause of so much error, we
would bhe pleased to know what  on
carth  he mwitns, by trying 1o
prove the necessity  of divisions  in
Christianity. It is a pity that such

Itnr, Lo use
be 1hat

men should be so blind.
his own argunent, it
God has mentally biinded him in or-

iy

der to restore his sight some day.

PROF. ROBERTSON'S
CRITICISY.,
In those days when we hear so

much about the faults in our system
of education in the I’rovince of Que-
bec, and when swe are eternally criti-
cized wnd contrasted with Ontario, it
is somewhat refreshing to find a man
like Mr, J. C. Robertson, the l'rofes-
sor of Greek at Victoria University,
holding up the glass 1o those ~very
gantlemen who profess so much con-
tempt for the educational system of
this DIrovince. At the 33rd annual
neeting of the Ontario lsducational
Association, Professor Robertson
made some remarks that deserve per-
usal.

After
parties on account
of making the educationanl
ments subservient Lo their respective
political inicrests, we [ind the frank
professor stating :

ridiculing the two political
of their methods
require-

“In the high schools there were
three distinct classes of students:
Those who +were studying for the
university and professions, thosc who
were siudying for teachers, and the
general public, svho merely soughi
meantal training. Yet all had Lhe sume
mental food. At present they had he-
fore them a curriculum und examina-
tien system which was not
for either class. 1hat wou]d‘ ihe
farmers think if the Minister of Agri-
culture went to the O. A. C at
Guelph and teld Principal Mills to
fced all animals the same food. On

' the tliree courses are placed some sub-

wanted by the matriculants
do not want, and

jects
that all tieachers
vice versa.'
»*
“‘Prof. Robertson then touched up-
on the percentage required at examin-
ations, Why should a teacher not be
required to ta.ke_ in some subjects a
higher percentage? Many teachers ne-
ver get more then 33 per cent. in ar-
ithmetic in their whole course. There

* “ » » “

nroper ,

were- some- subjects in. which teaohers
should take 100 per cent. Do . busj-
ness men want {0 employ persons who
only spell ' correctly once ‘in  three
times, or who only work out an ar- -

ithmetical question once in three
times? The pupils should have their
individuality developed. The com-

plaint was often made now that all
individuality was supressed at pres-
ent. ' )

“Our system had grown up, no-
body knows how, but it had lived in
many respects a Vigorous life. Though
we boast the Anglo-Saxon spirit, yet
our system approximated very closely,
to the continental system, and had
not grown up from local conditions,

but wus imposed largely
from the State. We sheuld
not give utter uniformity,

What possible chance was there here
for a strong institution? The system
was too much like o gigantic ma-
chine. It was a pity that so many,
teachers felt so deeply that they were
a part of a. machine., The great diffi-
culty- in the products of the muachine
was their lack of individuality.'”

Referring to the instability, the
shifting and changing characteristics
of the Ontario system, the 1'rofessor
sid—

‘‘Then therc was the frequent chan-
ges in our system. If it were not so
some tecachers might complain of the
monotony of it, but every teacher
Knew that chis “‘itch for change™ had
aggravated the matter rather than
bettered it. If no changes had been
made in the last five yvears we would
be better off than before, remarked
the Professor. ‘“Too many, cooks,”’ he
went on, *‘are said to spoil the broth,
but one cook will spoil it if he is
continually, taking it off the fire.”
There was no reason for the jealousy,
which existed between public school
and high school men. The attempt to
provide {or the high school by the
public school leaving work had failed.

In concluding I'rofessor Hobertson
sajd:—"‘I may be told that all this is
good and reasonable, but you will ne-
ver get the Mdinister to consent o it.
I'robably not. That is why I call it
a fetich,”” °

We wounld advise o serious and fair
stuldy of Quebec methods, a summary
of which will be found in another col-
umn @f this week.

PRIEST AND PEQOPLE,

{From the New Zewland ““Tablet.”)
A priest is not an ungel,™’ said o

new Zealand priest at the close of a

sermon 1o a nun;  he is human, He
has the faults of human nature, but
his life is given vo you. Ilis hand is

the cuvinted  bhand  which gives vou
the sucriwments, Respect your praests.
Be proud of thew. If they have faalts,
leave their favlts to God.” That, ™
amiable and thoughtiul cor-
respondent, st what so many,
Catholic people do not. Soie persuns
are so constituted  that, as  eorge
Liliot has said, they constantly  fx

SHYS un
i

their vyes upon
upnu its giorious

upon the
radi-

the spots
s ard not
ance. We are all apt 1o take the seli-
sacrvifice and willing the
priest biomuch  the sine anthinking,
ungrateful, gratuitous wity as - thit
and wr.

sersice ol

we aceept light
it is 11 conse-
guence of this airy appro-
printion, as o« natural heritage,
ol the services of the priest that  we
are 5o frec with our criticism aund so
stingy with our gratitude. it should
When sickness asswds
faces us the priest  is

in  which
L'ossibly

be vice versa,
us and death
the ouly, one upon whom we can call,
knowing that the call will be obeyed.
Other friends 1may fuil us. The priest
never fails us. 1llis telephone is never
spiked. No matter how cold the night
or lute the hour at which the urgent
ring comes, it is answered. Truly, in-
deed, we oughtl to respect our priests.

*“I'he order of Melehisidech,' with
the wouderful power which it conlers
curries with it the blue ribbon of ull

carthly dignities, but it
curries also with tb o  great
dower of  huinan luneliness.

A\Vhen he dons the gurb of his superita-
tural knighthood the priest is  shut
out by a wall of separateness frem
the {fuir garden of hnman love. He
must go alone and loncly and practi-

cally homeless through the world.
The life of the priest affords the

highest idenl that the world hoids Lo~
day of the Christian charity cmbodi~
ed in the prinmmry  commandment of
the Positivist School: "liive for oth-
ers.”” Altruism can go no further, In
gratitude Lhe least thot Ca-
pro-

comnien
Lholies can give their priescs s
found respect and wide indutaenee.
steald  of cold non-appreciation
flippant criticism.”’

S ———E

-

and

Therc is not an act of man's life
lies dead behind him but is blessing or
cursing him every step he takes.

’ We have three of the latest Nord-
heimer Pinnos in handsome mahoga-
ny and walnut cases, lovely tone,
equal to new. Because they have had

6 months use we will take $100.00
off each. This is a bona-fide reduc~
tion. Terms $8.00 monthly. Lindn_}v‘-
Nordheimer Co., 2866 St. Catheripe

street,



