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QUMNT IRISH STORIESI
INTERESTINO RECOLLECTIONS OF

AUBREY DE VERE.

A Clever Toast ta Bloody Castlereagh-
A Captain of Five Years of Age who
was "Di,,banded" by a Hard-hearted
British General-How a Stroke of
-Wit Saved a Human LUe.

Aubrey de Vere, tbe Irish pooL, bas
written a eries of recollections, whicb
will be published in two parts in the
Century. The first portion, dealing with
his childhood and boybood, is printed in
the September number, and is full of
quaint stories of the olden days in
rreland. Mr. de Vere says:

"9My earliest recollections are of our
Irish home, Curragh Chase, and I always
ose it bathed as iu summer aunshine, It
was not once however as it la now. At
the. bottom cf the lawn there now
preada a lake but at that time it was

rich meadow-land, divided by a slender
stream, with fair green bille beyond.
The pleasure ground now blende insen-
sibly with the lawns and woods, but it
had thon a wall around it, which, as mny
father's old friend and schoolfellow, Sir
Thomas Acland, said on visiting us,
when botbhad left youth behind, gave
it a look of monastic seclusion. It was
then divided into four grassy spaces, as
smooth as velvet, and bright with many
a flower-bed. I can atill ses the deer
park and the deer bounding from
break to break of low apreading oak and
birch ; the gathering of the poor on Sun-
day evenings at the gates of the long*
ash avenue for their rural dance; and
the gay, though half bashful confidence
with which some rosy, pretty peasant
girl would advance, and drop a grace'ul
curtesy before one of our patty, or me
visitor at the "big house," that courtesy
being an invitation to dance. There was
also a little opening in the woods in
which the neighbours danced ; nor have
I yet forgotten the vexation with which
I found mnyself once snatched up and
carried home to bed by one of those
" merry maida whose tresses tossed in
light," and who loatlittle time in return-
ing to the revel.

THE OLD GRANDMOTHER.
It was a time at which op osites om

ail sorts oddly combined. The coun-
try gentlemen were thon looked up
te as so many liLtle pnince@, and [he
poor would ave gladly adopted them
as chiefa, likethoo of old, bad
they cared to accept that position ;
yet there was a great familiarity in the
intercourse of classes, it was al strange-
]y mixed with simplicity of life. My
gr m.other drovedabout the park with
her four grays suddan cutrider, wble
my father, with whom she lived, ad
bis four blacks and an outrider; yet
dinner, which was at 5 o'clock, would
have been far from satisfactory to a
diner-out of the present day. What a
atranger would have thought ostentation
was often a necessity, for the roads were
generally carried over highi hlls. I well
remernbor ny grandmotber's beautifal,
but melanchely black eyese: ho ways at
once authoritative and affectionate, and
[the reveronce with which she was re-
garded by ai. Nor have I forgotten ber
go.odnight to us children :" God bless
you child, and make a good man of
you ; " nor the loud laugh once when
the youngest of us, not to be out-doue in
-civility, responded ; " God bles you
grandmother, and make a good woman
of you."

My grandfather had no teate for duels.
At a great public dinuer amongst the
" beaithea" proposed was that of Lord
Castlereagh, to whom my grandfather,
thon a member of the Irish Parliament,
wus known towavea special aversion.
Ail looked oward bis seat wonderiug
how ho would meet the dilemma, for
the refusai to drinx to a toast could thon
bo expiated ony by a duel. The glasses
filled ho was the firat- to rise ; ho lifted
bis ewn, a.nd said : "Here'is tte eealth
of my lord. Castlereagh 1,?adding with
a signiflcant -expression of face, "theLord be troublesome to him n

Â GOOD SPECULÂTION..

My grandfather always gave the sagest
advice to a friend, but generally acted
himself from whim. Once, when walk-
in win a Ledon stree, le passed a roc

attracted by the noise, .enterd iL

The property set up for auction was the
I°land of Lundy in the Bristol Channel
He knew nothing whatever about it, but
wben the auctioneer proclaimed that it
bad never paid either tax or tithe, tbat
acknowledged neither king nor parlia-
ment, nor law civil or. ecesiastical, and
that its proprietor was pope and emperor
at one in bis own acanty domain, hie
made a bid, and the island was knocked
down to him.

It turned ont a good speculation. It
paid itsI cosL by the sale of rabbits; and
whenever its purchaser chanced to pick
a quarrel with England and Ireland at
the saine ime, iL wam sa hermitage to
whieh lie oould alws.ys retire and medi-
tate. ice planted there i em lrish
colony, and drew up for them a very
compendious code, including a quaint
law of divorce in case of matrimonial
disputes. In money matters.lie waa ad-
venturous and unlucky.aHe lost about
£15,000 by cardesand then renouned
them. He is said to have lost about haif
the family property through some trivial
offense given to lei father. .During the

far lie rained two regents consisg
of the sons of farinera, bis own tenants,
and those of his neighbors, and bestowed
a captain's commission on his only son,
then a bny of five.

TUE LITTLE CAPrAI.

I remenber my father deecribing
she pride with which hA strutted
about in bis scarlet uniform when
the general rod' out to review these
regiments "But where is the captain T'
exclained the veteran. "Here I an,'
shonted the child. 'But, my ittle maxn.
you are too yount1g to fih; !' 'INot a'
all," was, the answer, -let, the French
land, and"- waving his sword in the air-
"I will cut cfi 'heir beads !" Alas! thf
hardhearted E u4hshnan "disbanded the
captain," as the poor people described
hs act, and the youthful warrior los,
forever the opportunity of humbling that
"Corsican adventurer'' who bad called
England a "nation of shopkeepers," and
affirmed that the lions on ber standards
were only leopards.

My grandfather was the most popular
of our country gentlemen, because he
bal a great love for the poor, and always
helped them at a pinch. A very old
tenant once told me mauy stories ilius-
trating this side of bis character. Here i8
one of them. A young man was tried
for murder, having killed a member of a
rival faction in a fight. The judge, re-
lactant to sentence him [o death on ac-
count of bis youth, turned tohim a d
said. "le there anycue in court wlio
oould mpeak as to your character ?e The
youth looked around the court, and then
said sadly : There is no man here, my
lord, that 1 know.' At that may grand-
father chanced to walk into the grand
jury gallery. He saw at once how mat.
te atood. He alled out- 'Youd ae a queer
boy that dcn't know a friend when you
see one 1" The boy was quick witted ; he
answered : "Oh, then, 'Lis myself that
was proud to see your honor here this
day 1"' lWell," said the judge, "Sir

Vere, snce you kno x th it bo-, w'll you
tell u-ewhat you know abouthim ?MI
will, my lord," said my grandfather;
"iand what I can tell you is this-that
the very first day that ever I saw him to
this minute, I never knew anything of
him that was not very good." The old
old tenant ended bis tale by striking bis
bande togetber and exlaituing : IlAnd
h. nev r to a e lappEd bie eye upon
the boy until that minute P" The boy
escaped being hanged. Such traits made
a man popular in freland ; and it in said
that at hie funeral the keening (funeral
wail) for any a mile wa uch as ba
rarely been heard. Not long ago 1 came
upon a letter from au Emgli minister
of the day, informing him that the
patent for his peerage, an English one,
was ready. it seems, however, that at
the last moment he changed hie mind
and declined it. Possibly there was
some one to ,whom ",he would not give
so much satisfaction" as that.of seeing
him take a peerage.-Catholic.Universe.-

"Take a hole and put some
dough around it, then fry inlard."
This simple recipe has brought
thousands to grief, just because
of the fring i lard, which as
we all know hinders digestion.
In ail recipes where you. have
used lard, try

the new vegetable shortening and
you will be surprised at the
delightful and healthful results.
It is without unpleasmnt odor,
unpleasant fiavor or uxipleamat
resuits. WithCOTTO IUiyour
kitchen, the young, the delicate
and the dyspeptic can all enjoy
tbe regular family bill of fare

Jottoiene is soul in8 and
pound palis, by ail grocer

Made culy by
The N. K. Falrbmnk

Company,
weuington nd An xta,

MONT=AM~

RHEUMATISM
NEURALIASMUSCULAR STIFFEESS,

PAINE .&0SIE a LAME BACP R
WiENI'Do&L MENfTHOL PLASTER >

: :: G ENE RAL::

Roofing
In MBAL, SLATB, CMENT, GRAYEL.

Roofs Repaired,
BEFOBE GIVING YOUR ORDERS

GET PRICE FROM US.

OFFICE AND WORKS:

Cor. Latour st. and Busby Lane.
TiLEPHONsm 180 and 1602.

POST OIMI BOX mos.

LACHINE,
Dorval, Lakesile,
Poite Claire, and
Beaconsfield. • a

On and after FRLDAY, 4th May, our
Express will make a weekly trip during
the summer months, to the above men-
tioned places. Orders by mail promptly
attended. . . . . .

N.B.-Express leaves our store at 1 p.m. sharp

--NGLI8f PROVISION COI.)
2450 ST. CA THERINE STREET,

[Corner DRUMMOND.]
Telexihofe 4S4 ~ 5t

Business Cards.
D UFRESNE'BROS..

SCULPTORS on WOOD orTONE.

Office: No. 1273 NOTRE DAME STREIT

Orders promptly attended to.

A. McDONNELL.I
ACCOUI2ANT AND TRUSTEZ.

186 ST. JAMEs STREET,

relephone 1182. Mo1VTREAL 4

Personai supervision given toall business
Renta olected, Estates administered and

Booke audited.

D OYLE & ANDERSON.

DIRECT IMPORT ER&

564 ST PAU iSTRnTI, Montreal.

P. S. DOYLE. EI. J. ANDERSON.

E a 1ýý .-ý
General Obntractor and Plasteer,

126 PARK AVENUE,

8&-Jobbing a specialty.

Go H. PEARSON & CO.
FINR TAILORING.

;22 ONABOILLEZ SQUA.R*.

G. 1. PEATson. L J. P.au .

OS. DESJARDINS & CO.
MERCHANT TAILORS.

Orders Promptly AÀ iended. t Guaranteed

162C- ST. CATHEIUNE STREET.480

ALLERY BROTHERS,
BAKERB and CONFEBTIOIvERO

Bread deluvered to aillparts orthe city.

Cor. YOUNO & WILLIAM STREETS.
TELEPHONE 2895.

G ALLERY BROTHEIaS,
MERCHA NT TAILOR,

3d - Chaboillez - Square,
(Next Door to Dow's Brewery.)

Bhiris and Underwear a dpeciaity.

OSEPH M. O'BRIEN,
Stenographer and Typowriter,

Room 90. TEMPLE BUILDING,
185 ST. JAUMES STREET,

Telephone No. 2à26. 50-3

LORGE & CO.,
;matter and urir

21 ST. LAWRENOE STREET,

MONTMI6L

s O. MESSIER,
8011 NoTBiE DAME STREET

lxIE a A IlElaY,0
Cakes delivered to ail parts of the city.

Bednatlons to e"tauranta, Hoteis,et..

T C. O'BRIEN,
PFANCY BOOTS and SHOIS,

281 ST. LA WRENCE STREET,

MONTREAL.

OHN MARKUM
PLUBE, GASn TEANF>2TR

TiN AND SHEET ION WOKE9.

85 ST. ANTouE STRIET, MONTREAL,

Telexiho N°Ô. 922"

1


