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TRELAND BY AN AMERICAN.

1 have erossed the Trish Sea, and set foot upon

the land of sorrow, of merriment and tears, of hope
and despair, of smnthered fires and volcanoes.

Treland is a probiem whick is yet to be solved. —

Up to this hour £he has continued in an embryostate, |

and yet she 1s an enigma'. What resources, what
gews she has locked up witlin her, none can tell.—
(Owaly an occasional fightoing gleam shoots aeross ber
darkness, . ,

Never was a more beautilul conntry spread ont
beneath the canopy of heaven,or one more prolific
in the means of enjoyment ; and mever in any people
was the Inenan heart better attuned fer. enjoyment.
Why then should they not live comfortably and
Lappily wpon this highly-favored portion of the globe?

Their neighbors over the channel say it is because
they are so lazy. Lut who ever hears of their lazi-
pess when they get thousends of miles away ? Tn our
own couatry, where there are hundreds of thousands
of them, who ever hears of their laziness? When
did they ever refuse to do our hardest work for pay 1

This then cannot be the reason—it is but ihe
swagger of bloated idleness itself, to cover its own
shame in treading them down.
Jazy here for aught Iknow, but if they are, how ma-
nifest is it that it comes of the lack of motive to ex-
ertion. Pray, tell me, who ig not lazy when ali such
wotive is removed 7 Who does not droop and lan-
guish, and become idle and vigrant, when all motive
1o trr to be any thing is taken away?

['ake this issue then, if you prefer it—why are
the Irish lazy in their own benutiful country, and
there alane 7 Why do their energies droop and lan-
auish under so genial a sky?  Why does gaunt po-
vesty mect you at every sten?  Why does anarchy
utter her screams, and run riot through the land, and
moeder stallk forth at noonday ? o

These are grave questions, and should be gravely
considered.  And T undertake to say that theseevils
are all traceable directly to the Junliord system. the”
failare of the.polato crop serving only 2s.a.fempo;
rary aggravation. _ B

Nor am T dispdsed to cast the reprdach that some
have upon’the tything branch of this system—anad-
junct by-the way which T by no means regard with
favor. The tything system comes in. for its share pf
the blame, as part.and parcel of the landlord system,
and nolhing more. Forinstance : here is a parish
with not more than half a dozen members of the Is=
tallished Church in it, and yet a clergyman is sup-
ported by the tythes callected for the wost part {rom
those who have their awn clergyman to support be-
sides, which seems, at first view, to be shockingly op-
pressive upon the tillers of the seil. o

But the truth is, the tythes are paid by the tillers
of the soil as part of their reat. Tvery cultivator
of the soil pays rent to two landlords, one of which
is the lord of the manor, who holds but a part of the
praprietarship (the greater part to be sure) and the
otber is the Tistablished clhurch (or the person or per-
sons tn whom her interests have been transferred)
which holds the remaining portion of the proprictor-
ship. the tythes being the rent of it, fixed by law.

The tything system then is chargenble with blame
no (urther than as it comes in as a component part
of the gencral landlord system. Tpon this subject
T bave taken special pains to inform myself. It is
the landlord system as a whole which sheds down
such blighting influences upon the working classes,
wmpping in the bud every nable aspiration, anl.l spread-
ing desolation over the whole field of rural industry.

The peasantry here are very diflerently situated,

. for the most part, from those o England. Thereare
tenant farmers here who.employ them as laborers, as’
in England ; but the greater part of them live upon
and work picces of land rented directly from the
landlord. Their leases generally estend through se-
veral generations; and eachsuccecding generation of
children. have subdivided among themselves the lands
they inherited by means of these long leases, until
an Irish farm has come to be, in mast instances, 2 ra-
ther diminutire- alfair. often consisting of no miore
than one, two, 1hree, fivé, of fen acres in extent,sur-
rounded and cut up by huge, unsightly open ditches,
and-set with mud hovels.. But if fringed and border-
ed with gnld, and set with jewels, it could not be
dearer 1o the lieart of the Irish'peasant. |

These people have always been put to all they
could do to pay their rent; and of late years they
have found it difficult to pay them at all—so difficult
that they Liave to repair, in vast numbers, to, Eng-
and and Scotland. in harvest time, to raise a Tittle
money for the purpese. In hoth Jngland and Scot-
land T have met troops of them. consisting of men,
women and children, toiling the long summer.day in
the harvest field for so paltry a pittance as one shil-
Yiog to one shilling and three pence a day to the men,
and half price to the womea. On one occasion, fifty
of them sat by the road-side eating their dinners. as

The Trish may be!
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{ T past, which consisted only of sixtéen ounces of poor
tbread each ; and T learned from tiem that they were
iallowed nothing but oatmeal porridge for their break-
i fast, while they were left to provide their own sip-

H
i

And yet T have lieard their employers brand them as
j thieves because they made free with their. turnips in
! the fields to satisfy their hunger.

: On one occasion I was passing witha landlord over
'a portion of his premises, which brought us - view
 of some sixty or.sevenly of these poor Trish Jaborers

 consisting of men and womep, boys and girls all

bending to their taslk; and as we paused to admire’

the magnilicent sweep they were making throngh the
golden harvest-field, the grain falling before then to
the,breadth of half a quarter of a mile, he remarked
to me with a jeer, “These are Irith farmers, who
are working, for money to pay their rent.”

But whataggravated the evils of the landiord sys-

tem far more- than the failure of the potato crop, fias
been the non-residence of the landlords. . Almost to
2 man, they have forsaken the country, to lead a dash:-
ing life: in England swarming about the metropolis.
Of course the entire land rent of the country has
been drawn away from it, to be expended there upop
their extravances, and this has contributed {o increase
i the general distress here.
. Dut their enormous rags did not suffice—to meet
 their profligate expendilures they had to mortgage
itheir lands, and to aggravate their distress thus en-
}t:uled, just as far as the potato crop failed, their
| rents were not paid at all, and that brought on the
erisis—a law had to be passed-autharising the sale of
the incumbered estates of the nobility and gentry of
Treland and thiey have been going off under the ham-
mer eversince I Lave been in (he country j and, in
most insténces, they have been sold for ne more than
was barely sufficient to pay incumbrances. -._

What ‘will be the remoter consequences of the
breaking up of an agricultural system whose sole de-
‘pendencéivas updn “one single-lazy root;”. remaips.
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Ueen ealamitons enoigh to these poor people. Everys
where they have been. ousted from homes which they
and their forefathers have occupied-for many gencra-
tions, only to perish by thousands. Even those who
have fled to the worklhouses seem not fo have found
a refuge from death. According to a parliamentary
report, cighteen hundred of them died in two work-
houses alone in the course of a few months; and the
Dublin News Letter says that “ a vast majority of
all who lave been ejected have perished.”

T beliere it-will be found a principle of human na-
ture, that the heart clings to its accustomed locality,
and the few objects it embraces with a fondness of
grasp about in proportion to the greatness of its re-
maove from those .reflinements which we are apt to
think make up the sum total of life’s hdppiness. The
wider the range_of enjoyments, the more divided the
affections secin to become, and the less intense.

The Irish peasant’s home, though humnble and low-
Iy, and to our eye forbidding, and though lis pater-
na} domain be but a small spot, is all the world to
him, and around it cluster all his earthly hopes. He
dreads removal as he dreads death ; as though, hav-
ing vegetated there, he feared, as the effect of trans-
planting, that le would be certain to lie down and
perish. ‘ _

And it is almost enough to reconcile one to wretch-
edness and filth, to see Pat sitling wpon the manure
heap which looms up directly in front of his lowly
hut, calmly smoking his pipe, as he Jooks abroad with
ineffable self-complacency over a potao-patch; oras
he sits at his frugal board, with the bumble esculent
before him, while the pig (the gintlemin that pays
the rint) is domieiled in a recess of the same, and
squeals out a craving desire for a participation in the
banquet.

And1am almost prepared to say that were it not

for the sad contingencies which so often overtake
him, and subject him to suffering, starvation, and
death, with his ideas of eomfort, he would be a hap-
pier man than the lord, who, with his ideas of com-
fort, looks from thebalcony of bis palace over his
| broad domain, swarming with dependents, with dis-
content sitting personified upon bis brow ; or as he
sits.at his loaded tables, and fairly groans that he has
but a single stomach to gratify—and upon whose ear
the strains of the guitar pour less grateful melody
than does the music-of the stye upon that of his hum-
ble dependent.
. “Humble indeed is the lot of the Irish peasant,
small are his wants,and modest and lowly aspirations
~despised by the great ones and the little ones above
Thim, are the objects around which his heart 'dances
with delight, the chiefest among them all being the
spot which he calls home.

Co-existant with this atiachment to his humble
home, there is in him a total want of versatility of

character—an utter incapacity, for the time being, to

pers and lodging out of the above named pittance.— |

adapthimself to the necessities of change. Jostied out | of mankind.1 I tell yon 7y, they are just what p-
of thie little sphere in which. he is accustomed to move | pression mikes every people under hearen. ie.
)'Qu;_id: and round, .he becomés bewildered and lost, | hunt the'world over, take the cirenit of the glabe.
ard knows not what to do, or, which way to turn.— : and explore it from pole to pole, and where will you
Tn the present emergency, those few wlio can, ‘wre ! find an oppressed people that wre not bath liars wid
crowding their way to our'shores, and upon thove | thieves, in'sef(-defence, and, I had almast said, vy
who cannot, despair is fast doing its work. i necessity 7 ] have found quite as much duplicity and
- % What shall be done ¥ith Treland ?” is the stand- | thievishness among the farm-laborers of Inghind a-
i:_lg:;:in_tgrrogatory on the other side, especialiy just | among the jieasantry of Ireland. I have found
before the meeting of parliament, and various mea- | ssme cause fo produce the saine eflects everywien .
strésthave been set on foot for the  regeneration of | in England, Scotland, and Treland, as well as amang,
Trelapd,” but all to no vurpose, and for the good and | the Fellahs of ‘Teypt, and other oppressed countries
sufficient reason, that they have - no applicability to | of the world, Everywhere oppression casts a blizht
the case. - . upon every virtue, and quickens into life the sceds of
At this moment, it is gravely proposed to takead- | vice which lie: dormant in every heart.

vantage of the breaking up of the hitherto existing [ Idow little is to he hoped from this plan of trins-
Iandlord system here, to substitute another on the | porting Inglish landlordisin to Ireland, as a contri-
English basis of large farms, an which the Irish pea- | vance for letting down the Irish peasant to the level
santry may be employed as laborers at stated wages, | of the Yaglish farm-laborer !

and many English and Scotch farmers have already | But another response has been made by the go-
emigrated and taken farmsy the favorable terms of- | vernment itsell o the interrogatory, “ What siwil
fered. by the new proprietors (on account of the sup- | be done to regenerate Treland ™ and made too at an
nosed insecurity of life and properiy here) holdlug | enormous expense, but it is of a picce with the bright
out great inducements, and all the Lnglish and !attempt above recorded, and worthy its paternity.
Scotch papers are cheering them on, and raising hal- | and of course it las proved barren of useful resulte--
lelujahs for Treland, as though the time of her re-: English landlordism and English brutalization of the
demption were near. i working classes, forming the beau vdeal after which

;

to be" seen;-but the immediate consequences have;

]

- And what is o be gained 10 the poor Irish by this
importation of hated task-masters from over the chan-
nel 7" All that these devout friends of Ireland hope
or expect from this measure, is that the Irish pea-
santry .will be reduced to the condition of the Junglish
farin laborer, such as I have described it, that thus,
as they say, the poor creatures may be saved from
liability to starvation, by an occasional failure of the
potato crop.

Astonishing exhibition of philanthropy !—Dazzling
orb; of hope to rise upon benighted Ireland! IFar
rather would I be a wild Irishman among the bogs,
with:rags and independence, than to be such an em-
Bdiment of iarorance, stupidity; and britalty=<nay;
I would sooner turn up an-untaméd Indian in his na-
tive wilds, a Bedouin in the desert, a Iottentot, any
thing, than such a shrivelled anomaly, such a deform-
ed lump of humanity, such a reproach to christianity
and civilisation, such a plague spot upon the creation
of God. |

If any think I amn dealing in hyperbole, I have
only to say, come¢ and sec. You have no data on
which to farm an opinion upon the other side of the
Atlantic, nor upon this, unless you go out of the beat-
en track. Zhere you see one side of the malter,
in the tens of thousands of the TIrish poor who are
flocking to our shores, but you see not the other, for
the English farm-laborer has hitherto neither had the
manhood and spirit to think of such a thing as cross-
ing the sca, to escape from his oppressions, nor the
means to accomplish it.  What sort of an estimate
is to be put on a people who can be made to believe
that a steeple, whose top has been blown off, will
shoot up again upon being manured well at the root ?
Do you say the story must be false? Tlen, I ask
what sort of an estimale is to be put upon a peaple,
concerning whom sucl things are said, whether true
or false ?

With all their degradation, all their poverty and
rags, and laziness, and crime even, there is a vivacity
and spirit, and, in one direction or another, a degree
of intelligence, which raise the Irish peasant many
degrecs above the English farm-laborer, in his mu-
liskness, his stoiidity, and his brutality.

And, as I said, their capabilities of improvement
are demonstrated by what they have accomplished
when set free upon our shores, I'he wonder is not
that the Trish laborer accomplishes no more and
makes no larger figure when lie comes amongst us,
but that be accomplishes so much and nakes solarge
a fizure, emerging as he does from Leneath the chilly
and paralyzing influence which makes him what he is
lere. And coming as he daes, galled, chafed, bleed-
ing and smarting, we have only to take him by the
hand, speak words of kindness to him, and throw
around him the plastic influence at our command, to
make a man of him—and he is capable of it, he is.

There is an openness and warmth of temperament
a gailoping flow of the spirits, and an open-armed
hospitality about the Trish which I like, and whicl
shows of in repulsive contrast, the barricaded selfish.
pess, the measured formality, and’licartless shaw,
which too often characterize their neighbars over the
way. There is no truer beart than- throbs in the
bosom of an Trishman when everything is right within
him and without him, and there ave no nobler speci,
mens of humanity than have risen up, from time to
time, among the Irish people.

They have been acoused of duplicily, and, for
aught I'know, the charge may be founded in truth.
But if it be, think -you, that they are sinners above
all other men? . Think you that the Irish peasant is
bora with a lie ip kis mouth, any mere than the rest

 the govesnment always shapes its neasures.

1 refer 1o the establishment of what are called the
Queen’s Colleges, tliree enormous structures, locatesd
-at Belfast, Galway, and Cork,* Uuilt and endowed by
the government at an enormous outlay, to Turnish
| educational facilities for the bigher orders, and thun -
,lo arm them with still greater power to trample: -
down the people, who are left in ignorance at their
fect. 'Lhe same outlay wonld lave estended the
facilities of common scliool education to every wud
hovel in the island, but that would never do, it would
defeat the great ends of government here, and so they
will tell you with great complacency what the -

-}ttonal Jt;/.i,ools,f_\ﬂﬁb,ﬁpg,pﬂ_gf pupils, are doing for the

people; that is, the schools 6Ta private society, cn-
bracing one in thirteen of the population, to which
£120,000 are doled out by the government. ‘

This is the way the rovernment goes to wori: I
“regenerate Jreland,” and it is but anothier exermph-
fication of the knavery which for ages has been so
successfully played off wpon the Iinglish working =
classes, to swindle them out of tieir c:mi'mgs and thew
humanity alike,

The fact that these colleges have heen laid vader
the ban by the Pope, so far as the Catholies are con-
cerned, does not aflect the question at all.  Tris vei-
ter, far better, that they should stand empty, mnonu-
ments of government folly, with their tioop of pro-
fessors feeding upon tlie government pap, without the
footsteps of a student to break their solitude, it the
people are to be left in ignorance.

There is a way 1o regenerate Ireland ; nor iv it
necessary to emply its people upon some other jor-
tion of the globe (o accomplish it. Llitherto they
have received only insolence from their wasters ever
the channel, and they lave returned ouly undying
hate.  They cannot stccumb to poweras the ling-
lish peasantry can, for they never were so ¢nslaved
and degraded in the feudal ages. They were bound
o their feudal chicfs by the ties of kindred, and ths
authority exercised over them was paternal.  Andso
it was in the highlands of Seotland, and hence the
mistake that they can be cowed into submission
with the same appliances which are so effectual in
crushing the peasantry of England, who were slaves
de fucto in the feudal ages, and have virtwally con-
tinued so to'this day. (See Hallam, vol, ii. p. 90.)

There 25 a' way (o regeverate Ireland: give the
Trish peasantry a chance to live, try the eflect of
kind and gentle treatment upon them, and see il they
do not rise from their degradation. No people are
more susceptible, more tractable and docile, or show
& greateraptitude for improvement than the Irish,
when approached in the right way.—Ope of the great
woolen manufacturers of 1¥ngland, was formerly ex-
tensively angaged in manufacturing iu Dublin, and he
seemed to be well acquainted with the character and
condition of the Irish people. T asked him if they
were the intractable, remorseless, and savage beings
the English generally represented them to bej 1o
which be replied, that that they were very far from
it and that they only required suitable treatment to
make them as tractable and docile a people as exists
upon earth. Often, he said, when goaded to despe-
ration by their oppressions, they lad collected in
mabs, hie had rode mto the midst of tlhem, and, wher
vengeanoce breathed from every lip, and murder flash-
ed from every eye, had laid the tempest in 2 moment,
by calling out to.them in tones of gentle rebulke,
tempered with words of kindness,and seon they would
drap away, one after another, quietly to their howes,
until all were gone.’

And what & spectacle we bave bere, in tle mutaal



