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mr.—(!nrdinil Ferrieri was appolnted
c:::;lengo ‘of the Sacred College iz place of Oard-
* jnsl Bonapatte, whose year of office has termipated.

szgxxnt yor THE Pore——A ‘magnificent album,
wtfich ia to be presented to the Pope by the ap-
roaching pilgrimage, is now on view, It con-
?ains the likeneases of the R, C. Clergy and a num-
per of prominent Canadiaus.

sr. Parrice’s Dav 1% Rous—The Bis’;og of A.rdl;
. George Conroy, was announced to preac
:&: ’BE:mon cl)?x St. Putr’lck’s Day, in St. Isidore’s.
Bishop Conroy will soon return to Ireland, and
will afterwards proceed on a visit to Canada.

g2 1 TaE VATIOAN, ROy, April 6.—It is
|u%cg§;:t the Pope has invited {:a.rd.ina.l Ledocl_go W
cki, Archbishop of Posen, to reside in the Vatican,
This is significant, in view of the report recently
raceived that Germany is pressing the Italian Gov-
eroment for the extradition of the Arcbbishop,

Presgst 0 THE COUNT DB Cuaxnporp.—~The Pope,
in acknowledgment of the 10,0001, lately presented
him by the Count de Chambord, has sent him a
splendid mosaic, one-half representing Pagan Rome
in gloom and cloude and under the shadow of
death, the other balf Christian Rome, illuminated
by the light of Truth.

Tre Clunsse CERISTIARS.—There are encouraging
roports from China. The Emperor for the first
time in the history of Chinese missions hes inter-
fered in behalf of the Cbristians, who were left to
the tender mercies of Mandarians and otht_ar OﬁiCI_BJB.
An imperial decree has been issued, by which Christ.
jaus in China are placed under the protection of
the Emperor, and promised liberty and safety,

Tue Vancax—Oa Tuesday, March 13, those of
the new Cardinals who are now in Rome repared to
the Vatican and received }he B_errett.n.. Ang on
Thureday, the 15th, a semi.public consistory was
held, attended by nearly all the Cardinals in Rome,
in which the Pope performed the ceremony of ;_ﬂac-
ine the hat upon tbe head of each of the (}ardmals
created since 1870 who kappen to be now in Rome.

PaesenTaTION T0 CARDINAL Howarp.—On Wedaes-
day, the 14th, a nomber of English residents in, or
visitora to Rome, waited by deputation upon Car-
dinal Howard, to present him with a slight token
of their satisfaction at his elevation to the ranks of
the Sacred College. The giits consistgd of a very
Dbeautifol set of vestments, and of & silver chalice,
ewer and basip, for the use of the Cardinal’s private

chapel.

Tug GrnEva Coxrscations,—Mgr. Mermillod bas
published & protest against the Act of the Cantngal
Government of Geneva, in conﬁscat;ng and takibg
possession of his house, his own private property,
built with his own money, and to which his legal
title hag not becn disputed, and for which he had
paid taxes to the State for the Iast 15 years. The
protest is dated Paris, March 13.

Deatu of Teg Bisgor or Laxcees.—The Church
of France has to lament the loss of the ve_nerable
Bishop of the sec of Langres, Mgr, Guerrin, who
expired on Monday evening in his Cathed_rnl., as he
wasg vesting to officiate at solemn tgenedxchon for
the feast of St. Joseph. Bishop Guerrin was born on
the last day of 1793. He was elevated to the see of
Langres in 1852—R.LP,

Appress To TEE Pork BY Catnouic MEMBERS OF 1’An-
LIAMENT.—A mecting of Roman Cnthol?c members
of Parliament was held on Wednesday in the Coun.
terence.room «f the House of Commons, to consider
thegresentation of an address to the Pope on the
occasion of hig Jubilee, or fiftieth year of his Episcop-
ate, next June. It was unanimously resolved that
a suitable address be presented to his Holiness, and
it is likely a deputation will procced to Rome to pre-
sent it. ’ '

Bisgor O'Bmizx 1N Beutevitie—Bishop O'Brien
was in Belleville last week and officiated in St,
Michael's Church, when Vicar-General Famelly
was presented with bis portrait by his parigh-
oners, in eommemcration of the completion by
him of twenty-five years’ service in the ministry.
The servico was largely attended. 'The difiiculiies
between Mr. Farrelly and a portion of his congrega-
tion in relation to school matters, are expected to be
ventillated before the Bishop.

Parar Arraims—It is stated in Rome that the
Pope is preparing another allocution for delivery
at the Episcopal Jabilee in June, which will review
the condition of the Church and Holy See with re-
spect to all nations of the world.——The Pope has
lost the use of his lege, and is carried about in a
chair. His lifc is not in danger,
official notification of the intended marriage of
King Alfonso with the daughter of the Duke of
de Montpensier.

New Onueans.— The corporation of the Catholic
Church of New Orleans, which is legally constitu-
ted by charter, has with the approbation of the
Archbishop and special authorisation of the Sover-
eign Pontlif, issued propesals for a loan secured on
real and perzonal property of adequate value belong-
ing to tho corporation, amountipg to about £20,600
at 5 per cent., repayable within ten years by suc-
cessive drawings. The Paris agent for the loan is M.
L. dAquin, 19 Rue des Moulins.

Tue Trroes oF THE NEW Carbisans.—Cardinal
Apuzzo will reccive the title of St. Onofrio; Cardinal
Nina, that of St. Angelo in Percaria ; Cardinal Sbar-
retti, that of St. Maria ad Martyres in the Pantheon;
Catdinal Howard will have the title of SS. Johuard
Paul on the Celian Bill.” Cardinal de Falloux will
take the title of St. Agatha in Suburra, the church
of the Irish College. Cardinal Howard -sill take
possession of the church of his title some time be-
fore the 28th of April, the feast of St. Paul of the
Crosg, on which day he will pontificate in the Church
of 8S. John and Paul.

Tug Excuiss CarpiNALS —Cardinal Howard and
Cardinal Manning will represent 2,000,000 British
Catholics, ninety per cent, of whom are Irish or of
Irish extraction Cardinal McCloskey will represent
moro than eix millions of Catholics, upwards of a
moiety of these Irish; while Cordinal Culicn re-
presents 4,250,060, At home, and aearly as many of
Irish descent in the British Colonier, in America,
Australia, and elsewhere. Sixty-five uf the seventy
hats will be filled next month, dud of these four
will be worn by English speaking cardinals, whose
chief clicnts will be children of St, Patrick.

Farmer Tox Bumks—~Father Tom Burke, the
great Trish Dominican, fs to visit Glasgow in a fow
days, During his stay, he will, I understand, be
the zunst of Father Noonan, of the S_acred ]::Iez_u-t,
Bridgeton, ond will assist and preach at the Mission
sorvices to fnke place in thet church during Holy
Week. A lecture by Father Tom in the City Hall
is also being arranged for, Itis scarcely necessary
{0 say that the attendance at the s2ymons nud lec-
ture ts certain to be fully egual to Father Noonan's
most sanguinge expectations, _

Norrs rrou Berglon—Groat indiguation hasbaen
excited in Brusgeld and Antwerp at the conduct of
the municipal authorities in allowing scandalous
pracessions to defile through the streets of those
towns on Mid-TLent Sunday. In defiance of the law
and the police regulations, the ceremonies of the
Catholic Church were  grossly parodied, and our

Lady of Lourdes insulted,. His Eminence the Car-

dinal Archblshop of Malines:hug written a letterto
bis parish priests urging thom and their flocks to
‘make reparation for such'ascts of impiety, and the
attention of the Government wasto have been called
to:the matter on Thursday Jast,. : R

" . TuE Porn's GoLpex. J miu.m_—TH:,Coumc'Pu.,am‘n‘x‘s\
801 . OAvapA,~—On -Thureday, the.19th inst,, the,

| . %,

He has received | P

Canadisn pilgrims will arrive at New York, bring-
ing with them some $40,000 to present to the Holy
Father at Rome, on the occasion of the.Golden
Jubiles of his Eplscopate, which occurs on the 21st
of May noxt. The party are to leave on the Inman
steamer sailing on the following Saturday. No
other passengers are to be taken, Previous to their
departure they will receive the benediction of the
Cardinal nf: the Cathedral in Mulberry Street, N.Y,
The Canadian pilerims will number about severty,
and from New York and neighboring States about
fifty, making a total of 120.—Pilol,

Oraes PiLcrms.—The Roman nobility, under the
Eresidency of Princo Altieri, representing the gen.
tlemen, and the Princess Odescalchi on bebalf of
the ladies, have nominated, through their corre.
spondents In thip conntry, the following committee
of Iadies :—Mrs. General Sherman, of Washington;
Mrs. Peter, of Cincionatl; and Mrs. T. Seyton, of
New Orleans, to represent them in this country in
the task of helping to commemmorate in a fitting
manner the Pope's Golden Jubllee. The committee
bave appoioted sub-committees in many of the
lending cities of the Union. It is, therefore, pro-
bable that a large number of pilgrims, with gifts
for the Holy Father, will take their departure from
the United States from the middle of April to the
early daye of May.— Pilot.

‘WiLLiax AND Bisyarck necosusc Uneasy.—Berlin
is uneasy, not in conscience, for it does not possess
such a thing, but it remembers the 15,000,000 Cath-
olics that go to make up the empire. Therefore we
read the following in the correspendence from
Rome: “It ia hoped that the Pontiff will perceive
how anxious the emperor is for a pacific arrange-
ment, and will write to the latter with that view in
bis mind” The plain interpretation of which is
that # pious” William, inspired by impious Bis-
marck, would wish, in the present unsatisfactory
state of things, that his brutal stupidity in alienat-
ing the affections of a large portion of the empire
should be remembered no longer. Unfortunately
for the prospects of this pious savage, the German
Catholics acknowledge God first and William only
second. What bad judgment this, and what moral
depravity !

ScuooLs 1N SeoTLAND.—~Says the Scotsman :—~Dur-
ing last year, 292 new schaols were built by school
boards, 164 were enlarged or improved, and 207
schoolmasters’ residences were built, at a total cost
of £909,143, of which about one-sixth was contri.
buted by Parliament., The number of board schools
in Scotland is now 2,091. The number of Church
of Scotland schools fell from 476 in 1875 to 420 in
1876 ; and the number of Free Church schools from
151 to 134. The only denominational schools that
are rapidly increasing under our so-called national
system are the Roman Catholic schools. They
were only 79 in 1874 ; the next year they were 92,
and last year they were 102. It forms a curious
comment on the educational history of recent years
in Scotland, that while .last year Free Church
schools received from Parliament less by £1,225
than the yecar before, Roman Catholic schools re-
ceived £5,118 more—an increase of 60 per cent,

Evrection Marrees.—The late election in the
Papal city of Avignon turued against the Catholic
candidate, owing to the unnatural alliance between
the moderate and * immoderate” Republicans
There i3 now another case coming on at Bordeaux,
whers onc seat for the Legislature is to be filled,
ant already there are half a dozen candidates in
the field. One of thesc, Mr. Steeg, is a Protestant
parson with strong free-thought lenrnings, whilst
Abbe Chavaatry, an excellent priest, stands in the
Cathalic interest., At present a man must be a
gpouter to carry the day in France, and conse-
quently it i8 rather a doubtful question whether in
this instance the right man will get into
the right place, The Republicanism of the
majority does not prevent them from sending
onc of theic own colleagues for tiial, which
means sencing him to prison, as they did last week
with M, Granier, who styles himself Cassignac, and
who has written agaiost the Republic. That's Re-
publican liberty.

DerotaTions T0 Rome.—The Hatlolische Siimme,
of Msayence, publishes a manifesto inviting the
German Catholics to organise a special pilgrimage
to Rome on the occasion of the Episcopal Jubilee
of the Holy Father, Among the signatures we
notice the namea of Prince Loewenstein, Prince
D'Iscmbourg, Baron Felix von Loe, Count d'Arco,
Count Schaesberg, the journalists Marcour and
Hauptemann, and many of the leading Catholics
and sccular clergy of Westphalia and the Rhine
Provinces and Silesin. The Bien Public of Ghent
ublishes a similar document emanating from the
Belgian Central committee of the Buvre du denier
de Saint-Pierre, The Holy Father, it says, has
fixed upon May 23,as the day on which he will
give nudience to the Belgian deputation, in which
all Belgian Catholics arc invited to takea part,
The circular is signed by the Count d’Alcantara,
President of the committee for the diocese of Ghent,
Count d' Hemptiune, Vice-President; Verspeyen,
Secretary, and a number of other well-known
Catholics.~We learn too from the Univers that the
Spanish Catholics are making similar preparatione,
and that the Archbishop of Grenada bas issped :1
Pastoral urging his flock to organise a_pilgrimdge
to Rome. ‘The Bishops of Badajozand Oviedo have
written in a similar strain, The Unite Catlolica
says that the deputation from Savoy will be one of
the earliest to arrive in Rome, its departure being
fized for April 23, Tho Bishops of Tarantasia and
St CGiovanni di Morianni will beat the head of
this pilgrimage. The same authority also states
that many of the Austrian Bisbops bave already
significd their intention of visiting Rome next
May; among them being Cardinsls Simor and
Schwarzenberg,

A Ngw Carmouic Party Ix AusTRiA,—AT last
gteps arc beiog taken in Austria to supp_]y an
organisation, the want of which has been seriously
felt, especially of late yoars. Some excell.ent men
propose to establish #m ' Austrian Catholic party.”
They took council with leading personsages of dif-

‘ferent classes, not excepting some of the Bishops.

They represented their vicws to the Holy Father,
and Teccived a Brief full of encouragement for their
design, and giving them the Apoetolic blessing for
their undertaking. In thbis Brief his Holiness at-
tributesa great deal of the politico-rehgl_ous mig-
fortunes of the times to the fact that princes and

| governments either have abandoned the true re-

vealed principles of morality and conduct, or lack
the coucage to resist the onslaught of the impious
agsailants of the Church- and of revelation. His
Holiness also lJaments the want of firmness, among
Catholics, and the absence of zealous interest upon
questions which 8o closely concern their etornal
welfars, The assembling together of well.instruct-
od zealous Catholics, for the purposs of concerting
what steps they®shall take to protect Catholic in-
terests and prevent unchristian legislation, is most
praiseworthy, especially when such meetings are
held, as in this case, after concert with the proper
episcopal authority, The promoters of the project
have issued an address to the Catholic populations
of all the territories subject to'the Austrian Crown,

| inviting them to meet at- Vienna trom the 16th to

“They suggest ag subject to be

th of April.
the 19 pri fine

taken into consideration—the Press, schools,

nrts, social questions, Catholic life,active participa-

tion of Catholics in political matters through the
medium , of associations.
.of Vienns, Mgr,

Holiness has referred to this in his Brlef,
declared that the Bishops are deserving “of special
‘commendation for. thelr conduct, - e

Y

The Prince-Archbishop.
Kutschker, lias cordially co operat-
ed in' tho design, as . well as_other-prelates. d%:: :
‘And, A

IRISH INTELLIGENCE.

Fearva ov T8 SaannoN.—The accounts from the
varipus fishing districts on the Shannon are now
more favorable than sincethe opening of the season
on the 1st of February.

Vacaxncy 1§ THe Droaaepa Covycin~—An election
took place on March 14 for a vacancy in the Drog-
heda Council, Mr, Jobn Farrell, poor rata collector,
an active agent in the Liberalinterest,and Mr. Peter
C.Greene, publican, were the candidates, Theformer
was returncd by a majority of five votes.

Baxqur 10 M, FrrovsoN THE Great Hoxs RuLxr,
1§ Scornaxp.-—~The Ferguson Banquet is to fake
Place on the 10th of April, and not on the 3rd, as I
mentioned in a former letter. I am informed that
among the gentlemen who aretoattend the banquet
are Measrs, Parnell and Callan, M.P.'s and Rev, Isaac
Nelson, of Belfast.

Tee Hous Brie Ustos.—Mr. Batt, M.P., as pre-
sident of the Westminster Home Rule Union has
issued & circular to the leading Irishmen of London
asking for their support to the new movement, nnd
their presence at a meeting at which * matters of
m:cxlnent to the Home Rule cause” are to be consid-
ered,

At a special meeting of the Newry Town Com-
missioners on Saturday, it was unanimously resolv--
ed to petition against the bill now being promoted
by the Great Northern Railway Company, with the
view of securing the ingertion of the clanse securing
:C_o Newry certain advantages of geographical posi-

fon,

Drruiy Traxwavs—From a parliamentary re-
turn just issued, it appears that the Dablin Tram-
ways system is the greatest inthe United King-
dom with the exception of the North Metropolitan
of London, After Dublin comes Gilasgow, then
Edinburgh, then Leeds, then Belfast. There are
altogether twenty-nine tramways in various towns
of the United Kingdom.

Tue Irisa Laxp Bui.~—This Bill came on torthe
second reading on Wednesday, and was rejected by
323 votesto 84. It was admitted that many of the
objectionable details of last year had been got rid
of. And this time it secured the asupport of Major
O'Reilly and Mr. E, R.King-Harman, while O'Conor
Don refrained from voting, Ounr opinions on the
Land Question have been so frequently stated that
woneed not reiterate them on this occasion.— Fablet.

L'ExTivcteur AT QueEnsTowN.~This wuseful in-
vention was expsrimented with the other evoning
at Queenstown, on West View. The following
gentlemen were present to witness the proceedinga:
—Dr, Bricknell, Mr. P. Barrett (chainean). Town
Commissioners—Mesgrs. E, Farroll, T.C.; Sir George
Miloro, T.C.; J. O'Connell, T.C.; P, Higglins, G.
Goidanich, James Ahern, 8ub-Inspector Mercer,and
Mr, O. Beale, &c. Two tarebarrels were set on fire
when the L’Extincteur was got to play on them,
aand in about five miinutes the firo was put entirely
out,—Corl Ezaminer.

VorusTeer Biir For IRELAND.—A Dbill has been
introduced in the Commons to authorize the enrol-
ment ol volunteer corps in Jreland, established on
the principlo and subject to the regulations con-
trolling the various corps at present existing
throughout Great Britain and the colonies. Tlhe
bill contains 48 clauses, which are based on the law
ot present in torce with regard to the organization
of the volunteer force in Great'Britain, but it has
not the slightest chance of obtaining a sezond read-
ing. We fear the Irish people will have to wait
until their Parliament meet in the “old house at
home?” before they will have a voluateer force of
their own.

Tue Decuive IN EsuGraTioON~During the year
‘1878 the number of emigmnts who sailed from
England to the United States was 54,554, and the
number that returned was 54,966—a few huadred
larger. The exodus from Ireland has been steadily
decreasing since 1865, and we are golemuly inform-
ed that the * surplus population” of that unbappy
country, is now drained off. In view of these facts
some of the Engliah papers are exhibiting decidedly
poor taste by rejoicing over what they regard as the
misfortune of the United States, It is & country,
gays one, where people either starve to death or
are burned alive in theatras or railway carriages.”
« A good field for Chinsmen,” says another. Well,
this land we admit, is paying the penalty of its own
folly, extravagance, and misgovernment ; yet it is
phenominal in so doing. Very few persone starve
to death among us, and the number broiled in the
Brooklyn theatre or the Astabula accident make
but a small percentage of forty millions, It secms
to us that some of those English editors lose temper
when speaklug of America, chiefly because Bo many
victims of British misrule have found a refuge
here, and have not forgoiten or condoned the
wrongs which drove them into exile.—American
Paper,

Tue Trrove Maciarracy—Mr, Hunt Cuavnerg, J.P.
—Mr. Downing intends to ask the Chief Secretary
whether Mr, Hunt Walshe Chambre, Grand Secre-
tary of the Orange Society of Tyrone, whose name
appears in the list of magistrates for Tyrone for the
present year is the same individual who was three
times prosecuted at Stewartatewn Petty sessions for
heading an unlawful, armed assemblyat Coalisland,
and, if he is, was he appointed after said trials;
and when? I8 Hunt Walshe Chambre, who lately
filed o petition for arrangement with creditors under
the Baokruptcy Act, the same gentleman as the
magistrate before referred to? Was the first pro-
secution not at the suit of Mr. Hutchinson, Sub-
Inspector of the Irish Constabulary? Did not
Colonel Caulfield preside as magistrate on that ac-
casion, and state that  the party had assembled with
bis knowledge and implicd sanction ; and if he was
to seud the case forward for trial, he feit he would
be simply trying to shift the responsibility from his
own shoulders to those of others, which he had no
notion of doing”? 1Is Colonel Caulfield still in the
Commicesion of the Peace; and, if so, does not the
Chief Secretary think. the whole circumstances
ought fo be Iaid before the Lord Chancellor of Ire-
land?

Tue O'Coxnert Moxouest.~—The following is from
the World:~The proceedings at a late meeting of
the 0'Cornell Monument Committee completely
dissipate the notion of their “giving up Foley's
conception,” &kc. The feeling was unanimous on
this point; but we agree with our contemporary
that anything of the kind would have been dia-
creditable :—% Business is slack with the sculptors,
Some of them, however, have their hands full with
old orders. On a visit to Foley’s studio the other
day T found that the pupil on whom the comple-
tion of his unfinished work bas devolved, Mr, Brock,
is hard at work on a statue of Lord Gough for Dub-
lin, The O'Connell monument is not yet perfected,
nor is it likely soon to be. And yet it is the most
harmonious, beautiful, and stately of the inspira-
tions of Folay ; and—if the notions of {he dead were
carried out as they could be by the favourite on
whom bis mantle has fallen-—there is no doubt it
would be one-of the grandest teslimonies to Foley’s
genius, The committee entrus ted with the super-
vision of what is done are positively some of them
talking of givingup Foley's conception, forfeiting
the money already. paid, and advertising for a new
monument by some Irish gculptor—probably of the
mortuary schooll ~Burely Iritbmen should have
senge enough to’ know that Home-Rule in art is
profanity |"— Freeman. L
"o understand that the Corporation..of Gashel

| have resolved to'apply to'the Cotirt of Chancery for|

permission to give an annual subsidy cut of their
trust funds to any manufacturer who will under-
take to open a factory near the town and give em.
ployment to the people. Itis understood that no
oppotition will be offered to the proposal, which
will include £1,0600 a year and a free site for the
works. The Corporation has also determined to
butld houses for the poor, and to give spaces for
gardens, Eo as to improve the character of the old
city. This is a step in the right direction, and one
which cught to e generally imitated. The Court
of Chancery will in all probability institute search-
ing inquiry into the powers afforded by the trusts
now in possession, and will have {o be satlafied
whether such an appropriation as that contemplat.
od can be maintained. The success of the scheme
depended altogather on the legal bearings of the
case submitted, and it may be questioned whether
it would not be wiser to apply first for simple
power of appropriation and then lock for the adop-
tion of a particular scheme. The second part of
the local programme, the improvement of the
dwelling of the poor needs no discussion. Thisis
probably within the powers of the Corporation as
constituted, and no better work could be attempt-
ed or accomplished. The people of Cashel ought to
sustain theic municipa! representativesin this mat-
ter, which touckes the fortunes of the city in 8 most
material direction,

Mzesrs. ParxsiL Axp BigGan i The HousE—A
London correspondent says:—At half-past eleven
the House took up the orders of the day following
supply, but Messrs. Parnell and Biggar were us
usual, on the alert. They first opposed the Supreme
Court of Judicature Bill, but withdrew, after an ap-
peal from the English Attorney-General. They
then attacked the Marine Mutiny Bill, which steod
fora second reading, and challenged n division.
The motion of theirs to report progress of course
failed, and they were defeated by an overwhelming
majority. Capt. Nolan moved anamendment in the
Bill, suggesting certain improvementsin the allow-
ance for officers, and after Mr. Hardy had replied

-to the bon. and gallant member, Mr. Parnell ad-

vanced to the chair, and talked at the Bill until
half-past twelve, when he meved the adjournment
of the debate. * Will any hon. member second that?”
cried the desperate Speaker. *I will, sir!” called
out Mr. Biggar, amid groans of pain from the Gov-
ernment side of the House. As he spoke the mem-
ber for Cavan moved step by step forward—a fear-
ful breach of Parliamentary etiquette, He was
arrested by farious cries of ¥ Order” In the end
Mr, Parnell gave way, and withdrew hisamendment
and the Bill was read a second time. After this
Sir M. H. Beach brought in his Pablic Health Bill,
which, owing to the pressure elsewhere, I cannot
do more than mention.

Inisu Scmoor Statistice—The ease with which
a8 great many learned people permit them-
selves to be gulled {5 a marvel of the age. A case
in point—a most egregious case—has cropped up
promineuntly this week, Mr. O'Shavghaoessy, MLP.,
in feeling the pulee of the Houre of Commons on
the subject of a compulsory clause for Ireland, pro-
duced the venerable returns which go to show that
there are one million children on the school rolls,
and enly 400,060 in average attendance. Every
year brings forth these delusive figures from the
bureau of the Education Oflfice, but we did not
think anyone of intelligenco trusted them for
a moment, and Mr. O'Shaughnessy surprised us,
More still, the Tim-s adopted the fallacy next day,
and wrote a very wise article to prove that Ireland
bad a greater proportion of pupils than England,
butg very much inferior attendance, and that the
latter was owing—for tho Timesalways has a reason
ready for everything—to the want of application in
the Celtic nature, Now to burst the bubble. The
population of Ireland is a little over five millions,
and neither it nor any other country under the sun
has ever yet had one-fifth of its numbers at school.
The very idea is preposterous, even under compul-
gion such as we have here,and much more so where
there is none. A moment's reflection would have
saved the Zimes a very stupid disscrtation on the
Celtic character, which, as the thing turns out, was
@ propos de Tien.  We cannot account for the falsity
of the figures officially given, unlesz the system of
registering is scondalons, but we believe there are
not more than 600,000 genuine nawmes on the rolls,

Imsn Eresmextany Epccation—An intcresting
debate ou this subject took place on March 16 on
Mr. O'Shaughnessy’s motion, * That, having segard
to the educational progress now taking place in
England and in Scotland, it i8 cxpedient to adopt
measures consistent with economy and the rights
of conscience to promote the general diffusion of
clementary education among the Irish people?
Mr, O'Shaughnessy, while admitting that compul-
sory education wase unpopular in the country dis-
tricts, urged that there was a feeliug in fuvour of it
in the towns, and seemed to think that if a milder
system of compulsion than that employed in Eng-
land—the weaker penalties—were introduced, it
would be acceptable to many and beneficial to more,
Tho majority of the lrish members who spoke,
however, seemed te take a diftercnt view; the
O'Conor Don, Mr. Bruen, Mr. Butt, Major O'Reilly,
and Captain Nolan all opposing the introduction
of the compulsory system at least for the present.
The statistics quoted show that marked improve-
ment has been made in the last thirty years. In
1841 the percentage of population who could nei-
ther read nor write was 52,and in 1871 only 33; and
Sir. M. H. Beach, in admitting the Importance of
the subject, urged that the time had arrived for the
question to be dealt with practically. An extension
of indirect compulsion was all that could be nt-
tempted. The motion was withdrawn; but it is
clear that any attempt made by the Government to
secure alarge attendance of Irish children at achool,
50 long as the rights of conscience arc not violated,
will be favourably received by both priests and
people.

St. Patrice’s Day 1v Grear BriTAIN.

The various St. Patrick's Day celebrationsin (ilas-
gow and neighbourhood, for which arrangements
had been in active progress for several weeks
have passed off with cornplete success, and with the

utmost credit toall parties concerned. Both Home-

Rulers and Nationalists have had their meetings
and have carried them through in the utmost hat-
mony and good patriotic spirit.

S7. PaTrick's Day ar Dusux Casriz.~—The
cersmony of trooping the colours on the Esp-
lande in front of the Royal Barracks came off
with much military pomp on the 17th., hen it was
over a squadron of Inniskilling Dragoons, with
their band, marched to the Castle, playing “St.
Patrick’s Day”as they climed Cork Hill, The cere-
mony of changing guard took place in the Upper
Castle Yard. Three military bLands, a squadron of
dragoous, and the Castle guard wore formed in the
great square, which was througed with people.

Entertainments of one sort or another in honour
of the 17th were given in Wigan, Blackburn, Pres-
ton, Macchester, Bolton, St. Helens, Wartingten,
Birkenhead, Bootle, Liverpool, and in many otber
of the Lancaghire towns, So numerous were they
that I will venture tosay that there were more cele-
brations of the day in Lancashire alone thau in all
Ireland. In Liverpool alone there were eleven, ex-
clusive of the professional concerts.and thcatrical
performances that werc given in the various places
of amusement, The Mauchester Home ‘Rule”As-
sociation gave a banguet on Baturday. evening in

the old Town Hall, Kiog Street. - The Rev..'W.. A, | P

O'Conor presided, and amongst thoge présent were
~=Mitchell Henry, Esq., M.P., and the"Rev, Tsaao
-Nelion, of Balfust. - A concert. was also.given:.on.

the same evening in the F'red Trade Hall.. """

¢

NATURALISTS' PORTFOLIO.

Naw Mode or Ravexoe.—Monkeys in India, ave
more or less objects of guperstitioua reverence and
are, congequently seldom or ever destroyed. In
some places they are even fed, ¢encouraged and al-
lowed to live on the roofs of the houses. Ifa man
wish to revenge himeelf for any injury committed
upon him, he has ouly to sprinkle some rice or
corn, upon the top of his enemys housa or granary
just before the rain sets in, and the monkeys wiil
assernble upon it, eat all thoy find outside, and then
pull off the tiles, to get at that which falls through
the crevices, This ef conrse gives accesstothetor.
rents which fall in such countries, and bouse, furni.
ture, and stores are all ruined.

Muirer axp TurBoT wite TR ANCIENT Bouass.—
The Romans were enthusiastic for the mnliet, It
was for them ¢ke fish par excellence. It was some.
times rerved up six pounds in weight, and such a
fish was worth £60 sterling. It was cooked on the
table for the benefit and pleasure of the guests. In
a glasa veasel filled with brine made from water,
the blood of the mackere!, and salt, the live maullet,
stripped of all its scales, was enclosed; and as its
fine pink colour passed through its dying gradations,
until paleness and death cnsued, the conrrveslooked
on admiringly and lauded tho spectacle. The tur-
but was next in estimatlon; but as occasionally
offending slaves were flung into the turbot preserves
for the fish to feed upon, some gastronomists have
affected to bo horror-stricken at the Idea of catinga
turbot a la Romuine,

Roskwoop.~It has puzzled many to decide why
the dark wood g0 highly valued for furniture shiould
bo called rosewood. Its colour certainly does not
look like that of & roae, but when tho tree is first
cut the fresh wood posseases o stroug roselike frage
rance ; hence the name, Thero are balf a dozen or
more kinds of rasewood trees found in South Amec.
rick and in the West Indics and neighbouring
islands, Sometimes the trees grow so large that
planks 4 feet broad and 10 feet in length can be cut
from them. Those Lroad planke are principally
uscd to make tops for piano-forter. When growing
the rosewood-tree is remarkable for its beauty ; but
such is its value in manufacture as an ornamental
wood, that some of the foresta whore it once grow
abundantly now have scarcoly asinglespecimen. In
Madras the Government has prudently had great
plantations of this tree set out in order to keep up
the supply. .

Susr A8 A Mupioing,—A phyvsician says that the
cry for rest bas always been louder than the cry
for food. Not that it is more important, but it is
often hardcr to obtain. Tho best rest comes from
sound sleep. Of two men or women, otherwise
equal, the one who sloeps the better will be the
more healthy and eflicient. Sleop will do much to
cure {rritability of temper, peevishness, and uneasi-
negs. It will restore vigour to an overworked brain,
It will build up and mako strong a weak body. It
will cure & headache, It will cure a broken apirit.
It will cure sorrow. Indecd we might make a
long list of nervous and other maladies that slcep
will care. The cure of sleeplessness requires a
clean good bed, sunfficlent exercise to promote
weariness, pleasant occupation good air, and not
too warm a room ; a clear conscience, and avoid-
ance of stimulants and parcotics, For those who
are overworked, haggard, nervous, who pass sleep-
less nights, we commead the ndoption of such
habits as will secure sleen.

Wuar tue Drinp Sgs—Mr. Levey, in his work
on * Blindness and the Blind,” says:—‘% When
passing along a atreet I can distinguish shops from
private houses, and even point out the doors sad
windows, &., and this whothor the doors be shut or
open. When a window consists of one entire abeet
of glass it is more difficult to discover than one -
composcd of a number of small panes, From this
it would appear that glass is a bad conductor
of the sensation specially connected with this
scnse. 'When objocts below tho face are per-
cefved, the sensatlon seems to come in an
oblique line from tho objects to the upper part
of the face. While walking with a friend
fo Forest-lane, Stratford, I eaid polating to
a fence which separated the road from a
field, *Thoge ralls are not quits as high as my
shoulder’ He looked at them, and =sald they
were higher.  They, however, mensured about
three Inches lower than my shoulder, When I
mado this observation I was about four feet from
the rails, Certainly in this instance, facial obser-
vation was more accurate than sight. When the
lower part of a fence is brickwork, and the upper
part rails, the fact can be detected, and tho line
where the two mect casily perceived, Irregular-
itice in beight, projections, and indentations in
wallg can also be discovered. A similar seunso ia
found among the animal creation, and especially
in bats, who have been known to fly about with-
out striking against anything after the cruel ex-
periment of extracting their eyes,
A Cat-Crock.—Tho followlng curious incident is

to Le found in Hue's % Chineso Empire” Qno day
when ho went to pay a visit to some families of
Chinese peasants, we wet, near a farm, a young lad
who was taking n buffalo te graze along our path.
We asked him caielessly ad wo passed whether it
was yet noon.  Tho child raised his head to look at
the sun, but it wae hidden behind thick clouds, and
he could read no answer there. " The sky is so
cloudy,” snid he, “but wait & momeat ;" and with
these words he ran towarde the farm, and cams back
a few minutes afterwards with a cat in his arms.
“ Look hcre,” sad he, * it is not noon yet;” and he
showed us the cat's eyes, by pushing up the lids
with his bands, We looked at the child with sur-
prise, but he was cvidently in earnest, and the cat,
though astonished, and not much pleased at the
cxperiment made on her eyes, behaved with most
exemplary complaisance, * Very well,!’ said wes
“thank you;’ and he then let go the cat, which
eseaped protty uickly,and we continned our route,
To tell the truth, we had not at all understood the
proceedings ; but we did not wlsh to question the
little fellow, lest he should find out that we were
Furopeans by our ignorance, As soon ag ever we
reached the farm, however, we made haste to ask
the. people whether they could tell the hour by
looking into the cat's eyes. They seemed surprised
at the question ; but as there was no danger in eon-
fesging to them ourignorance of the properties of
the cat's eyes, worelated what had just taken place.
That was all that was necessary, They immedi-
ately gave chase to all the cats in the neighborhood
and brought us threa or four, from which they ex-
plained in what manner they might be made use
of for watches, They pointed out that the pupil:
of their eyes went on conatantly growing narrower
until twelve o’clock, when they became liko a fine
line, a8 thin a8 a hair, drawn perpendicularly acoss
thie eye, and that after twelve the dilation recom-
menced, When we had attentively examined the
eyes of all the cats at our digposal, we concluded’
that it was past noon, as all thelr eyes perfectly.
agreed upon the point, We have had some hesita-.
tion in speaking of this Chinese discovery, as it
mry, doubtless, tend to. Injure the interest -of ther
clock-making trade, and interfere with the gale..of-
watches ; but all considerations must give way to’
the spirit of progress, . All Important discoverles-
tend in the first instanceto injure private interests,, -
and we ‘hope, nevertheléss, that watches will con-
tinue to' be: made, because, among:the rinmber of
_persons-who .may, wish to:know :the :hour,, thers, =

“will,” most likély, be some who will not give them-
:gelves-the trouble'to run-after the'cat; or'wko may' -

|fear:some danger te their own eyes from tooicloseaas
examiation of hers. - . . ¢ N
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