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<qpALES OF THE JURY-ROOM.

Eamus in jus.
Pravr. Pomilius, Act v.
Dogberry. Are you good men, and true?
Much Ado about Nothing.

BY GERALD GRIFFIN.
AUTHOR OF “TALES OF THE MUNSTER FESTIVALS,” ETC.

THE FIFTH JURYMANS TALE.

DRINE, MY BROTHER.

0, I bave pase'd & miserable night ;

So full of fearful drenms of ugly sights,

That as [ am a Christian faithful man,

I would not spend apother such r zight,

Though 'twere to buy a world of happy days;

So full of dismal terror was the time,
Shakespeare.

CHAPTER IV.—(Continued.)

At thesame instant, oue univsrsal cry of execra-
tion burst from the assembled multitude. Some
rushed upon him with bideus looks, some menaced,
some railed loudly a him, while one, dipping his
fingers in the silver vessel and drawing them forth
all steeped in blood, with asmile of sharp contempt
sprinkled some drops upon his face aund drqsa.
His genses could no longer support the oppressive
ision : he awoke with a cry of terror, and spring-
ing to his feet, for a time could neither Temember
where he was, nor whether he still slept. The
darkness contributed to bewilder him; he could
only discern the open sky alone, where a few stars
twinkled faintly between the masses of cloud, and
broken outlines of the roofless walls around bim.
The night had changed in his sleep, for the ‘wind
now rughed hoaracly through the trees, and drove a
mizzling rain upon his person ; circumstances which
had probably some influence in produciog the latter
changes in his dream. So strongly was the mten.so
feeling of terror atili upon his mind, that one of his
first impulses was to fly, supposing that the dread-
ful_scene might be renewed. He darted through
the open doorway and agsin iavoluntary paused,
as he reached the grassy slope outside. He gaged
around him. Gradual recoltection stale upon him,
the ruin, the distant river, the little valley, every
new sight restored bim to himse!f, and a8 the thrit-
ling ides, “Tt iz only adream!” ashed upon his
mind, with a wild cry of extacy and gratituds, he
fluug himself upon his knees, a.x:xd gave vent to his
feeling in a burst of joyous weepiog.

His extacy was not of long duration. Recollec-
tion. awoke, the occurrences of the preceding
evening retum:d t> his mind and filled him
with alarm. : .

 What!” he exclaimed —#A dream? This
hour—this very instant, all may become real. Al-
veady—" .

. Without waiting tg. give full expression to the ter-
rible doubt, he started from hia knees, and forget-
$ing even his hat which had fullen from hia iu his
gleep, he rushed with the speed of madness through
the fields. ) .

" \While this was passing, Father Johu continued
this journey towards the placy appointed still unabie
to poreuade Limeelf that any evil was renlly intend-
«d him. - The night bad already changed to wind
and rain.  On atriving at the cross, he found, as he

“had been led to expéct, a person waiting for him on
‘the'road. The man answered his question mtho_ut
embarrasament or . hesitation, sad recommeded him

" 4o dismount, as the way wasrather difficult to.ride.
Mr. Magrath, who saw nothing.to bs gaived by any

" ghow of distrust,.at once complied and accompanied

“4lie messénge_r;on-toot,:convoulngcheerfully_ usthey.{

- procéeded:” :Abaut ia - quarter: of :a ‘mile from the

* common ' road:they. reached the house, a miserable |

.4 ¢ cabig, in-which-they found : only.the man for whoth
:ighe clergyman'a assidtance was: required.;: The lon-
: {liness’of ‘the place. the.discomfort of everytbing,
* and the'destrted look of the house; in. whith acaroe

~even:a‘spark: of - fire waslighted.on the ‘hearth, ad- |,
! - 'ding mothibg; to the don :
i iiigratohed ipartition :divided the: hut, on, the,inner |
¥ glda.of.which;ithe gicknmuan lay.on

the confidence:of Alr, Magrath,” A

,. covered by a’ tattered qurit, .-Thess -
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which was hunded him by the messenger. Having
caused the latter to leave the house while he receiv-
ed the confession of the penienl, he drew for that
purpose a low rush-bottonied chair close to the bed-
side, and prepared to enter on the office of his min
Astry, Before doing so, he kuelt, as was usual with
bim, for ' & few moments, to offer np a tustomary
pmayer. In this attitude he did not perceive what
was done by the pretended penitent, who arose soft-
ly from his pallet, and drawing from DLeneath the
bed-clothes a large and polnted knife, he lifted the
right hand and leaned forward to reach the spot on
which tho priest was kaeeling. At this instant, a
rush of hurried feet and & rapid vuice was heard out-
side. The clergyman turned his head to listen,and
the penitent shrunk sgain beneath the bed-clothes.
The outer door was dashed back upon its hinges,
and a figure drenched in rain, and wild in look and
gestura rushed into the room, It was Richard
Megrath., Staondiog between his brother and the
bed, from which with ooe arin he held him back,
with the other he dragged of the bed clothes, and
revealed to the eyes ot the astonisked clergyman
the figure of the Pounder, fully diessed, and with
a knife exposed and gleaming in his grasp. For
some moments all three remaincd motionless and
without speaking. The baffled assnssin seemed ir-
resolute what ho shonld de, and glanced from one
to another as if doubting which of the two he
should select for the object of his assault, while the
clergymar lifted his bands and eyes in mute aston-
ishment, and Richard peinted out tke detected
ruffiap, with a look of deprecation and self-abase-
meat.

At length Richard, turning to his atill irresolute
accomplice, addressed him in a low and agitated
voice:

“ Gol” gaid he, ¢ and provide for your security.
It is not for me to be your nccuser, whe have more
reason to accuse myself, But never see or speak
with me agnin.”

The fellow arose with acullen look, and after
muttering something which they could not distinctly
hiear, departed from the house. Richard, then turn-
ing to hiz brother, and casting himself at his feet,
confessed with sentiments of the deepest remorse,
the whole extent of his criminality relating a the
same time the temptations by whick he had been
asssiled, and the awful dreams by which he had been
recalled from the very verge of ruin.

“But now,” he added, “I place myself in your
hand to do with me a8 you will, to deliver me up
to any punishment my crime deserves. I resign
the trust which you reposed in me,and which
have so griovously abused. From this time for-
ward it shall be my chief care to repair the injus-
ticea I have committed, and to avenge against my-
‘gelf, the unnatural war which I have so long made on
my own happiness and peace”

It is unnecessary for us to dwell on the astonish-
ment and horror of the worthy priest at the extiaor-
dinary scene which passed before him, or his heart-
felt thankfuln ss te Heuw¥:n, not 8o much for his
own providential escape, a8 for the repentance and
restoration of bis lost brother. Aftera full recon-
cilintion and forgivencss, Richard returned with him
and by his advice, ard his own perseverance, became
snd continued, for the remainder of hia life, a mod-
el of exactness and regularity to all the neighbour-
hood, never ceasing to recal with feelings of terror
and of gratitude the awful precipice, to the very
verge of which he had been led by his preciptate
and heedlees conduct. The fate of his s:ducer is
public, so that it is scarcely necessary to mention
it. Touched by some impulse, the nature of which
wag known o few besides bimself, be surrendcred
himself into the hands of a gentleman residing near
the river which had been the scene of his piracies.
By some kind of tacit understanding with the av-
thoritics whom he so long had ULaffled, he was
tried on = minor offence, and sent into prepetual ex-
ile in one of the great South Sea colonies.

All the Jurors courtecusly returned thanks tothe
Fifth Juryman for the pain he bad taken to enter-
tain them by hig narrative,

t An jncident, somewhat similarto what forms a
main feature in she story we have just heard,” eaid
one of the company, when the murmur of voices had
gubsided “ix related of one of the later Greek
Emperors, who if I mstake not, afterwards came
to o violent death while absent from his dominionas,
But, unfortunately, in his case the dream came after
the crime and not beforeit.”

“The only fault thatI would presume to find
with our friend's story,” said another juror, ‘is that
in sccordance with 1he vicious taste ofthe day he has
made the intereat turn too much upon the evil dis.
positions of our nature, I know that vice itself can
be so represented as to weke the picture serve the
interests of virtue, but I cannot relish the continual

what people still persevere in cnlling our litera~
ture. For my part as I never could take a pleasure
in reading. such productions, so when it comes to
my turn you must not expect anything of the kind
from me”

#If you tell about our own beloved isle,’ mu ter-
ed another of the company, in a half sneering tone,
#] femr you can scarce be 8o choice of your subject
and adhere to the truth.”

u] emphationily deny, sir," exclaimed one of the
patriot’s, (Who was 2 member of a political union,
-and secratary to & liberal clab,) rising from -bis seat
with an {nflamed counteurnce, and gazing with fiery
eyeballs on the last speaker—while he placed his
clenched hand upon the table to express determing-
tion: “I most emphatically,’ sir, deny the correct-
Dess of your last poition. Crimes take place in
Ireland 88 inall countriee, but I deny, sir, [witha
sligt rap on the table]—I deny, sir ' :

#Two. or three  yoices called,

“ order” ‘and.

“chairl-

The politicsl union'man stillkept his “e'yen.ﬁxedv
on the ather party. It is most incorrect,” said be,

1t to /charge & whole'country with' the deeds of in-.
| dividuale, and most” untrug'to ‘say.that Ireland ex-

.caeds, ,a7e, ot equals ‘other -countrles elther in: tha.

niimbér. or ‘quality. of ' the crimes whioh ‘stain -her.
soll. . Yoii' may smile,"slr, -in'the consciousness “of:
onr, ows, .fancied: superiority, but. I tell you,[an-:

le]! tha !
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that nothing. but the most
-unlversal|uproar (At thi;
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21 olergym enabled to discover by, the glitamer,
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barping upon guilt and crime which overspreads |-

.| himself said :

Bopoly” e dtorm’ args¢, iin’ the midst rof {:

which the vehement gesticulation only of the peli-
tical union man, and the words - temerarious,” “foul
calumny,” and * sintgier intentions,” which at jnter-
vals was heard fo escape his lip, were all that gave
a hint of the nature of his oration. Amidjtemultuous
cries of “chair I'? ¥ order " and deafening calls for
“pgilence,” the Foreman arose like Neptune, amid
the breakers in the first book of the Fneid,

LProspiciens, summa placidum caput extulit unde, but
bad not the rame felicity in obtaining eilence.  Hav-
ing procured a hearing he endeavorcd to reconcile
all parties by reminding them of their convenant,
but for a time in vain, ane party insisting that the
patriot should explain what e meant by the word,
‘* monopoly,” and the other demanding a retraction
of the calumuy upon the character of the country.
At length both were prevailed on to cxplaio,
each paid ihe stipulated fice, and quiet was re-
stored,

The incarcernted tourist, who lay all this whilein
the lower cupboard, much diverted by what ho con-
ceived, to be so frivolous a dispute amongst fellow-
countrymen wes now doomed to experience the
truth of that adage which tells us that “listencrs
hear no good of themselves.”

“There is one thing at allevents” aaid & Juror,
in the calm which followed, * which all will read-
ily admit, Whatever may be thonght of crime in
Ireland,I bLelieve everybody will allow that is not
ha.:f'so bad ag it is at the other side of the Cban-
rol

To this there was a general and immediate expres-
sion of assent. Every one agreed that, let people
say what they would of Ireland, she was not half so
bad as England,

“There is something naturally bad about all the
English” said one. * You read every other day in
the newspapers of crimes committedin England
the like of which are not 0 much a8 kuown in this
country.’

% Gentlemen,” said the Juror, who had given rise
to tkis discuseion, perceiving that all those remarks
appedred to be dirccted toward his side of the
room, “you must understand me, When I alluded
to the condition ot our own country on the score
of moral offence, I was far from designing to in-
sinuate that the case was at all a0 bad as itis in
England,

% Oh, we allknow that” exclaimed a number of
voices. “Except & man was out of bis seuses he
couldn't think that.”

It may be imagined what feelinga agitated the
breast of the tourist, while ho was thus compelled
to hear his native country spokern of in such a man-
per. Involuntarily, he thrust oprn one of the doors
a few inches, and a vehement expression of dissent
arose to his lips, when he was recalled to his scnses
by one of theJurors asking * what was that noise?”
to which another having replied that *ha believed
it was a rat,” the first speaker flung & sod of turf at
the cupboard, remarking that ©the whole town was
pestered with them.” On reflection, he judged it
better to remain quiet, consoling himself with the
thought, that whatever they might say of his coun-
try, he had often heard theirown as ill-spoken of
at the otber side of the Channel; “and perhaps,”
Iie added in his ewa mind, ¢ with as little justice or
due balancing of ciccumstances after all."’

Harmony being perfectly restored, the Fifth
Juryman was called on for his song, which, af-
ter a little pause he gave to the company as fol-
lows :

I

The merriest bird on bush or tree,
Was Robin of the grove,
When, in the jocund spring time, he
Sang to his nestling love.
Unknowing he the art to framo
Methodiz numbers vain,
But as each varied feeling came
He wove it in his strain.
With freedom gay
He poured his lay,
‘While heaved his little breast of fire,
To rival all the woodland choir.

II.

Upon a day, a luckless day,
When diove the wintry sleet,
Some urchins limed a willow spray,
To catch poor Robin's feet,
They sought by mesasured rule and note
To change hls woodland strain,
Do, re, mi, fa, he heeded not,
He never sung againl
His joy is d'er,
Hissings no more,
Nor knows the genial kindling thrill,
That only freedom’s children feel.

111,

You, who would dull the poet's fire
With learning of the schools,
Gay Fancy's feet with fetters tire,
. And give to Genius rules
Had bounteous Nature's counsel hung,
TUpon your will severe, :
Tom Moore had ne’er green Erin Sung,
Nor Burns the banks of Ayr.
O'erawed 1 ween .
Both Bards had been, :
Nor dared to strike the simplo lntel
In your majestic presence mute,

When the Fifth Juryman had ended his song,
which was received as the playbills have it, ¥ with
the most unbounded applauge,”’ the Juryman next
in order was called on for his Tale.

The Bixth Juror, after surveying the company for
gome moments with an air of gravity and import-
ance, as if deliberating with bimself { whether or o
he should resolve his thoughts into words, and
striving -to form an estimate of the frame of mind
of the company to which he wasabout addressing

-4 Mr, Foreman aud gentiemen, ay I be allowed
to azk youa question?®™ =~ 7 o o

.-t Certalnly,” said seyeral voices, : =

ether yot objd_c}'tl‘ﬂb'inipdu';
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|iBiction, and for,0oght I know of hlatity tooi: By no4

dour,
nibal at all comparable to his melting a passage
through the rocks with vinegar? IXormy part, I
candidly confees to you, I would not give & button
for a narrative that had not three or four good stout
impossibilities to sbow the aunthor'a mettle and
E:;ep one from falling asleep over the course of the

U.“

¢ All depends,” snid the Foreman, ®upon the
genius of the author, There e some writers who
will describe a journey to the moon with a preater
air of veri-similitude than others ean throw into
their accountof a trip from Dublin to Liverpool.
Ono can make alic look like truth, anether will
maul tietruth in such a manner that tho whole
world shall take it for a liec. Soin thchands of a
stupid dunce, an cvery Qay fact will wearall the
awkwardness of an impossibility, whife in those of
another, better skilled in the usc ot langunge, a
phbysical or moral impersibility will read assmooth-
ly ss anevery day fact.”

“3ince that is your {ecling, gentlemen,” said the
Sixth Jurer, 4 I will no longer delay but supply my
lack of invention by relating for your entertainment
as closely as my memcry will cnable me to do, one
of those numerous ancient Irish romances which ar
at this day circulated so extensively in their originnl
language in the cottnges of the Irich peasantry, but
for the most part so totally unknown in any other
circles, whether literary or polite.”

The one I am about to relnto i, peshaps,the most
popular of them, and as a purely literal translation
of a national romance, the preat antiguity of which
is indisputable, must be regarded asa literary curios-
ity. You have all heard of the mournful history of,
the childien of Lir, if not in its original language,
at least in the beautiful melody of our island bard
which commences

#Silent, O’Moyle, be the roac of thy waters,”
8 mparmative, in the original, of pathos so aflecting,
yet wild withal; so deeply wrought and uniformly
sustained to itsclose, that an Irish peasant at this
day cannot hear it named without a sigh.”

The attention of the compnny belng excited by
this preamble, o general silence prevailed, when the
Sixth Juryman commenced the story.

THE SIXTH JURYMAN'S TALE.

THE SWANS OF LIR.

Silent, O Moyle be the roar of thy water,
Ureak not yo breezes your chain of repose,
Wlile murmuring mournfully Lir's lonely daugh-
ter
Tclls’to the night star her tale of woes,
Moone's Irish Melodies.

CHAPTER 1,

After the battle of Tailltenn, the Teatha Dannnns
assembled together from the remotest coruers of the
five provinees of Ireland, in order to make arrange-
ments for the future government of the Isle, All
agreed that it was better the whole country shonld be
uaited under one monarch, chosen by commeon con-
sent, than to continue subject 1o the interminable
dissensions and oppressive imposts, arising from the
rivalry of 8 number of petty sovercigus, Six can-
didates aspired tothig supreme power, pamely, Bogh
Deurg, or Red Bow, of the tribe of the Deasies.  Ib-
breac, or the Many Colored, from the Red Stream,
Lir, Fiuvar the Royal, Mioyar of the Great Burthen,
so surnamed from his prodigious strength,and Aon,
gusa Og, or young Oneas. All the rest of the Tu-
atha Danaans, except the six candidates then went
into council, and tha determination wus, to give the
kingdom to Bogh Dearg, for three reasons. ‘The
first reagon was, that hir fatber had been u good man
in his time, the second that bu was a good nan
himeclf, and the third, that he came of the best
blood in the nation.

When Lir heard that the crown was to be given
to Bogh Dearg, indignant at the choice, he reterned
to his ovwn home, without waiting to sec the new
kiag inaugurated, or letting any of the assembly
know that he was going, for he was convinced that
the choice of the people, would have fallen upoun
himself. Bogh Dearg, however, was proclsimed in
duse form, by thu unanimous consent of the agsem-
bly, none of the five cejected candidutes opposiug
his election, except Lir alone,

The ceremonies being concluded, the assembled
tribes called on the new monarch to lead them in
pursuit of Lir.

# Let us burn and spoil hig territory,” said they.
% Why dares he, who never had a king in bis family,
presume to slight the sovercign we have chosen 77

# We will follow no such counsel," replied Bogh
Dearg. '“His ancestors and himself have nlways
kept the province in which he lives in peace, and it
will take notbing from my sovereignty over the
Tuatha Danaans, to allow him still to hold bis own
posseisions there.”

The assembly, not fully satisfied with this reply,
debated much on the course they had best take, but
after much discusslon, the question was allowed to
rest for a time, Mcanwhile, an incident occurred,
which preased heavily on the mind of Lir. 1Jis
wife, whom he tenderly loved, fell ill and died io
threo nights, 'The report of her death which was
looked upon ag a gricvous loss 'in her own countiry
soon spread all over Treland. It reached at length
the cars of Bogh Duarg.and of the privees and
nobles who were at his palace.

# Now,"” aaid the monarch, ! if Lir were willing to
accede to it, I could proposc a mode of redoubling
the present friendshiy which I entertain for Lir.—
You all know that I have three daughters, the fair-
st in the kingdom, and 1 would praise them fur.
ther, but that I am their father, I mean Aoy, Acife,
and Alve, of whom Lir might choose which he
pleased, to supply the place of hia dead wife." :

The speech’of ‘the king circulated amongst the |,

Tuatha Danaang-and all agreed that s messengor
oughbt te e sent io Lir in-order.to propose the con-

o ‘| mection, with a anitable.dowry for the bride, When
r yoicea, 77| she ambassador arrived at the palace of Lir, he found
4 I wish'to know, ther," hesald, ' before I ‘begin: D
.my story; such as it is, whether i
-8lbilities in the tales we are totell 2% -, " ** -
.+, % Object Lo imposaibilities]" exolalmed ‘a” juror in:
astopisbment. ., How can you ask such s Jueatjon'?
‘Why impossibilities; are ,the ety ilifs and ‘soul’of

thé ‘latter willingto:accept the :proposaland ac-
cotdingly, both returned together-to the -royal rsi-

‘dence of Bagh/Dearg on-the shores of Lengh Derg,’

‘white they ‘were recoived on the.part of the Tuatha

‘Daungins; withi'all:the actlamatioss that even ‘&

‘mord! popular/prince::conld - expedt, All- partirs

n' déscribing imipossibilities') .~

r.appeassin all'its splén-’| orbameiited; 1n's‘hall of thelr'fathe
Wiy RO il bl DaheedalY egfd sl g Yol
cond Bus el mi auteb 4 !
2L [T WIv T wdl Yo wabing

r’s paiace, . Ni

Was there anything in all the wars of Han-

"ing, and Fingnla:apoke.ag follows :

detnod to 4ake aiInterest in: prompting thé unlon;’
The thireé daughters wera sitting on chalrs richiy®|

NO. 34.

them #nt the qugen, wife of Bogh Dearg. When
Lir and the Monarch entered, tho Intter dirccted
hLis attention to the three princesses, nnd bade him
choose which he would.

“1 do not know which of the three to choose,”
said Lir, « but the cidest is tho most royal, nnd be-
sides it is just that sho should have precedence of
the rest.”

“Then,” snid the monarch, © that is Aov,” #

't Aov, then, I choose,” replied Lir.

The marringe was celebrated with the magnifi-
cence brecoming the rank of the partiea. They re-
muained a fortnight in the pnalace of the monnrch,
after which tbey went to the residence of Lir, wha
gave o eplendid banquet on his arrival.  In the peo.
gress of time Aov hud twins, & son and daughter,
who were named, the one Fingula, and tho other
Aodh, or Eugene, In her next coninement, she
gnve birth to two sens, to whom wero given the
names of Finc, and Cotnu, but died herself, in o
few daye after.  Lir wae excecdingly grieved at her
death, and vnly for the love bu bure his children,
would nlmost huve wished to die along with her.—
The tidings reached tho monareh, who, toguther
with nll his houschold, made great Jamentations for
his eldest dnughter, grieving more especially for tho
afliction which it caused to Lir,

% Nevertheless,” said the monarch, ¥ what has oc-
curred, need not dissolve the connection between
Lir and us, for ho can, if he plense, take my second
donghter Aoife to supply her place

This specch ns was intended, soon found its way
to Lir, who et out immedintely for the palnce of
Bogh Dearg.  The marringe was celobrated with the
nime gplendour a8 on the former ocension, and Lir
after spending some time at the monarch's palace,
returned to his house with Aoife, %hore he recelved
her with all tho love and honor which she eould
expect. Far rome time Aoifs returned the same to
him and to his children, and indeed any peraon who
once faw those children, could not aveid giving
them all $he love which any crenturo conld receive.
Frequently the old monarch came to see them to
Lir's house, and often took them to his own, where
ho would gladly keep thom, but that their futher
could not bear to have them out of Lis sight. It
wng the custom of the Tuntha Danaans te entertain
ench other in suceession. When they assembled at
the house of Lir, the four children were the whole
sibject of disconrse, and tho chief arnament of the
dag, they were 50 fuir and 50 winning both in their
appearances and their dispositions,and even as they
diepersed to their severn]l homes, tho gueats weso
heard te spenk of nothing elso, Lir himself would
rise every morning at daybreak, and going to the
apartment in which his childron lay, wounld lic down
nmong them for a while. The black polson of jea-
lousy began at length to insinunte itself into the
mind of Aoife. As if the love of Lir were not wido
enough to compreliend them and herself, fha con-
ceived n mortal hatred agaiost hor sister's childron.
She feiened illness, and remnined nearly a year in
that condition, totally oceupied in devising in her
mind, snine means of ruining the children.

One morning she ordered her chariot to the great
surprise of Lir, who, howover, was well pleased at
this gign of returning health, Aoife next desired
that ghe four children of Lir should be placed in the
chariot with her, and drove away in tho direction of
Bogh Denrg’a house, It was much azainst her will
that Fingula, tho daughter, went into the carriage,
for vhe had long observed tho incronsing coniness
in the mind of her step-mother, aud guepscd that
ahe had no kindly purpose in her thoughta at pre-
rent. She could not, however, avgid the dentiny
that wus prepared for her, ner escpo the suffuring
which she was doomed to undergo.

Aoife continued her journcy until she arrived ab
Fiondach, where dwelt some of lier fathes’s people
whom she: knew to be deeply skilled in the art of
the Druids. Having arrived at their residence, she
went into the plece wlere they were, and enden-
vored to prevall on them to kill the children, toll-
ing them that their father through his affection for
them had slighted her, and promising te bestow on
them all the riches which they could require.

¢t Ah," replied the Druids, " we would not kill the
children of Lir for the whole world. You took an -
evil thought into your mind, and left your shame
behind you, when you come with such a requeat to
ui." B

“Then if you will not,”’ cried Adife, scizing &
awnrd which lay near, “ I will avengoe myeelf, for X
am rcrolved they ahall not live.”

Seying ther: worde, she rushed out with the
drawn sword, but through her womanhond sho lost
her cournsge when she was about to sirike at the
children. Sho then returned the sword to the
Druidr, and said she could nnt kil! them.

Aoife resumed her journoy, and thoy all drove on
until they reached the shores of Louzh Dairvreac,
on the Lake of the Speckled Oak. Here she un-
barnessed the horses, and desired the children to
dercend and bathe in tho Jake, They did as she
bade, but when all wers in the water, she took &
magic wand and strnck them with it one after an-
othor. Qne after another, the forms of tho beauti-
ful children disappeared, and four white swans were.
feen upon the water in their stead, when she ad-
dressed them in the following words :

AOIFE.

Away, you children of the king! I have separated
your livea from joy.

Your people will grieve to hear thege tidings, but
you sball continue birds,

What I bave done, I have done through hatred of
you, and malice to your father,

THR CHILDREN,

We, left hera on the waters, must be tossed {rom
. wave to wave.

In the mean time Lir, returning to hig palace
misged his childron, and finding Aocifenot yet coms -
bhame, immediately guzesed tbat-she had destroyed
tham, for he likewiee had observed her jealousy.—
In'the morning -he: ordered- bis chariot to be.pre- -
pared, and following the track of his wife, travelled

‘aleng until :he came. to.the Laka of the 8peckled

Osk, when:the children “saw the chu.rlpt approach-.

. By yon old Oak; whoss branches honi-;_ R

v -Wave o'er Lough'Dairvrac's Jodely. shore,
Biight in the'morn;o’dazzling line . -~ -
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