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O\I PUBLIC SPEAKING IN rAN‘CI'ENT AND MO-
DER!N TIMES—- THEIR uDISTI\TCT ! CHA‘RAC-
I‘ERISTIC‘S AND USES. - IR N

A chounc DELIVERED*BEFORE THE HADIFAX MECHANICS INSTITUTE:
.o . -, ‘DECEMBER, '1639. . .

By Georgé R. Young, Esq. oo
' (Concluded.)’

“We' come to the golden age ‘of Louis the Great,’ ‘and’ our Own

‘Queen Anne. The reputation. of.it.is. founded upon that'of thie

great mgn whom it produced. Tt llad poets, -philosophers, his-

torrans, and statesmen % “and under their’ rruardlanshrp, literatyre,

Scrence, ‘and’ pohtrcs, rose befor¢' the’ world in new aspects, and

seemed to be; refreshed Wwith “new vrgour and strength Tt wouldr

here be’ out"of«place to 1dwell upon all the' mrprovements gamed to
future times’ by the labours dnd devotlon of these 'gifted mrnds—-—
butin tracrnv thd causes whrch led to the: excellence whrch oratory
has acqulred it is rrtrht to-point to the rmprovements eﬁ'ected by thé
writers of:that age upon the structure and the llarmon)r of the Eng-
lish'style." In Shakespeare thereis a well of the pure old Dnglrsh

—a mellowed force-and rlpeness of expression which every scholar

admires the more deeply it is studied’; but Dryden, Milton, " Ad-

dlson, wove'a pureand- classic elegance into English literature, and
1ed to that rrchness and power for which the national style has since

‘been drstmgurshed They thus prepared one of the essential and

primary eléments for the rise of the 1 new and modern school of ora-

' tory.

‘ some of them were grt‘ted wrth powers Bt puhlrl: speakm g.of

e dﬂfeshnles o thc Now World
"mentﬁof “the’ Indrans, agmnst those ryho ‘et ' strugglmg for the

Previous 'to the era of the American and French Revolutions,
it cannot be said that Europe produced any orators of surpassmcr
cxcellence. Coke,“Ralergh, Cromwell Hale”‘Bollngbrol(e, Scl—
den, Walpole, _however hr.gb1 they’ may rank as llterary men, have
left no! splend}d *oratlons«as ornaments to our lrterature. Tha:.[t
these men spoke well that the) could argue and persundﬂe;—-tyhlJ i
a pecu- i
lra'l-and vén. lo&y kmd cannot be‘questroned but fﬁrle orat;b'ns‘,
they have lb’ft‘none '—nnd 1t was cdﬁsiéned to, the elderPrtt" grﬂed with
‘ the nolllest talents, ‘msprred by hls~ syrhputhres for ther l:‘edm" and

i Just mdrgnatronlat the employ-

great battle of human frwhts—-to grvc to the world some specrmens
of oratory, equal to the productrons ‘of anclent‘trmcs, and which led
to that splendld age of parlramentary ‘elequence, with whlch St.
Stephen s wag then, and bas smce, ‘beeh adorned ‘ ’

- Let it not e supposed that in speaking ‘thiis lrghtly of the ora-
tory which is known from the age of Henry VIIL up'to the rergn
of George III., I'intend to say that public speaking of a high
order did not exist.” The eloquence of the Puritans in’ England---
of the Covenanters in Scotlafid---of several speakers in Parliament,
-are spoken of as rmpassroned and dramatic by the historians of their
own' 'times ; and in drawrncr the above drstrnct:ons, I wish it
to b2 understood that they refer ouly to perfect and exqmsrte
efforts.” We speak not of their own intrinsic ments ---but of thelr
ercellencres, when weighed in the scale of companson wrth the pro-
ductrons*of Sther times, | r

Before the ave of Chatham, 1t cannot ‘be doubted that the Catbo-
Jie fathers of the French Chnrch had exhibited a force of eloquence
of" the verjr purest school The sermons of Bourdalue, l"enelon,
and Massellon, produced 'those electric and movrnrr eﬂ‘ects u’p'o'n
Their audlence, which come only from the loftiest powcrs of ‘the
humén mmd * Blair, in'hislecturesupon the pulpit, bas described

' these powerfully;' and such ‘instances prove beyond d oubt, that.
even'in these later times, .the gifts of oratory were exquisitely

'rm <

prized,’ and that ‘the'hearts of the people were ready to yield to the |

facmatmo' sympa"thres which' the orator, and he only, can produce.
Therecan be rio doubt that the partition of Poland in the Old
World, and the separatron of the old American Colonies in the New,
gave rise to that war of oprmons and prmcrples with which the' in-
telligent part of mankind' has sinee been agitated. In the Bntrsh
Parliaient—the most exciting, the most chaste, and the noblest
field of eloquence which' the modern world has ever yet seen— these
events, and those which followed them, called for the lughest ‘efforts
of the human mind,.and thal i rron resolutron of the sonl ﬁtted to
:struggle with, and master mighty issues. The revolution i rn Am‘el-‘
rica'was followed by the revolution in France---the ﬁercest strug-.

glé, wliich had ever been” seen*between the aristocraticand the popu- ‘

“lar* powers. It enkmdled cremus, and arouséd the feelmos and the
j'mssrons of the most’ collected and phrlosophrcal 'The war whrch
désolated Europe, and’ threatened to’ destroy the older dynastles.
Duilt upon the prejudrces ofa‘former age, and crushmg freedonn of

‘ction and the’ wenerous expansron “of the mmd---was then begun,
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L ,study and’ hence it: is thatrmany of.their,efforts have therappcamnce af

' standard of, modern tlmes. |
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-and; rncluced.,Great.Brrtamnto,brmg herunﬂuencento upholdx the,bn-r
‘lance of -power. «Then-came thenrmpeachment ok Warréni;Has |
tings---the ,Umon‘ :wrth uIreland W Tlnsf5~contmued successroo'
of great events gave:tliat impulse;to the.spublic mind,’ and created
that, broad.sympathy in national. feehnb, swhich: renderdd the! Eng-,
lish,, Parliament,! for,.some. tbrr,y iyears,: a scefe -of -masterly-and
splendid eloquence. i-Inthis penod thereweére the elder and'foung-,
erzChatbam,,uFor,, Burke; tSherrdan IGrattan, Ganning,: Curran,r
Ererne---all statcsmen,_ r;lawyers, whowerethe. master. spirits
of theu-,trme,, and have:left reputatmns ffor eloquence inferior-only.
to the ancient; masters, ‘because thicyTivédziny aid: spoke to Janother‘
rage, and to an*auchence of a.far different: character, from, thelsubtle
-and mgemous--Athenlans, sor.the {Rornan Senate or C’omma. 2 '.'
. To givethe different styles-of. these:speakers <toiquote | therr ﬁner.
passages andreflect upon them---rs a, Jabour.mvhrch vif any rof us
here are competent!to such,,aftaskmwould‘.be superogatory‘ " ZI‘hat
they. nearlyiapproached:;to. atclassrc standard,w.*andf'copled"more
closely the.finest examples’of ancient: trmes— in cthe:use of hetds
phor---in freedom and amplitude:of 1llustrat|on---1n an embellish:
ment, amountmg ‘almost to- ofhate p@gt.lc. figure--<in an appenl' to the
passions and the.finer feelings:of the heart,---canngdt be questioved.
Let any student.study -the best speechesoof. the-last :Pitt; - Fox,
Sheridan, Burke, or even Brskine, and!ihe ‘will see at. once » that
theyindulge in .a classic freédom and.play of . imagination, ‘which
would not suit the grave and imore chastencd-taste of a modern au-
‘dience. Somepof these, itis known;iprepared: their: speéches with
elaborate and exquisite care. .sFox' was:a.-diligent student of the
classics, during the whole periodiof: his puhlrcllfe. - Sheridan wrote
passagesy,;and:had them commijtted tomemory,iready:to be spoken
in their proper; place.n Burke,»too,\wroteroucand commiittediriany |
 of, bls amost celebrated speeches,,mnd Curran snhave;come downzato
| us corrected,,l;.y.hrs ownimnd A .!I‘hesesrh’e"mbrounhuto«thennsp1ra-
stron,of the® hour,utherthoughts;and*tropesr elaborntednbyuprevrous i

s—rcﬁned ~thod ghtsladressederm ap £/ and' chastened

Loft drsqmsrtr lasténed-
i"qursrtélslé‘rll”-ﬂ‘-pollt:cql*' Hrz‘lr

L‘language—p}:suges ‘of, polrshedrah

addressed. ;% all “widely:differentifrom- therresolu(etbut prachcal -
lent—the epigramatic, point: and.the, wlgvelyall]ustratlon,’ best’ ﬁtted
now for a warm.and;eager-debate. .. - L ‘

In the biographies of these statesmen and/orators of the lastage,
their mode of preparation is-described; and such- is the. change ‘of
taste arising from the spread of Jettérs and general intelligence, that
if any speaker were to confess now that he:subjected. his ‘mind:to
suchcareful training,-it would be injurious to his public ‘reputa--
tion, and would induce men to:think:he was unfitted to wrestle in
the’ tournament of a modern popular dssembly. - The ‘tone of elo-
quence—the characteristics of publie speakmg have'since changed.

- In-the era of the Rc_volutlon in Irance the National “Assembly
had a band of . orators -superiorly; gifted. . - Robespierre, Danton,
Mirabeau, wereall adepts in the art; but this isa scene to which
none ought to turn, except.to execrate.. In: America the- Revo-
Jution called out some.master minds. . Patrick Henry, Hamilton,
Jefferson, Adams, -were men who could address a popular. asseml)lg,,
with decided and wonderful effect’;. and no: doubt felt the 1nsp1rn-
tion of that bold. destrny they-were summoned 'tor-occupy “in’ the
history of human :freedom. . But the debates in Treland during the
rebellion of 1798, and when . the Union with “Erigland was first
proposed, Lrought outa galaxy of talent.and displays of eloquence
which have scarcely been surpassed in any former-age, - The pub-
lic mind was then agrtated(wrth an ominous catastrophe. "' Com-
‘ing events cast their shadows before.” The great mass of the Trish
populahon—long suﬁ‘ermg under religious persecution, - and living
in the hope, whrch although long deferred, so far from being ex-
tinct, burned .day by ddytivith the freshness of a'new lrf»—thnt
their emancipation would yet:be achieved by the influence and ac-
tion of their own.domestic Parliament,—saw in the Umona death-
‘blow. to their political and religious frecdom, and the perpetuity of
a yoke which had then galled till it festered on the national flesh.
In the national character of Ireland; all the clements. of genuine-|.
oratoryare combmed---deep feeling and passion---warm |magrnatn e
'powers---ﬂuent and ready t utterance ; -and it is freely. adrmtted that
at this period the splendrd talent of the -nation evén! Surpassed it-
self, and produced specrmens of oratory, whlch for boldness of
com.eptron, pathos, and patriotic ardour, ronk among the firstin the
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. But'T have alreadyrsard the chnracter of publrc spealunrr has un-
dergone a-de¢ided chunve. lWrth "these’ nalnes, the classic lights |
have been extmgulshed " The same style is no. longer attempted
We have become a‘)busmess and more prosaic age. The mystrc

( L ‘-.,,.‘

~losophy wovenrlhto:gorgeous Jangu"lll'ge, andutheapassrons‘delﬁedl"nd‘* 3
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f lost then'.,charms =

,lrfe. WIS tha busmesszaf ,speaker»mow cht(ﬂyurofrper;sg{‘adc* 3}
addresses cultivated and thinking minds.. CHe,hns,to adduce faots'
,not'to, elaborate theorres., onndn,thesetcn.uses combrnod, rrve to the
public spealnngrof athe present dayia. bcope nnd;;charncter,;lwrdel):a

different from thq eloquence of. the ancrents,r and,,l‘orceut b

upon the memory andithé:j udgment,;,rmtherqthnmupon thcnmagl.¢ —
nation’ and.thé pnss;lons---the orator%has to‘.;pursuer'loglcal,deduc-"g;f_" o

“
I

tron,rmther,athan»torthrow,oﬂ‘srthe ﬁgurcs oﬁn.reﬁned nd*mnturedﬁ
gantus. 114 g nt h.ljr. iyt fVEE Bl .;coww;;wm b«“,._“

- Letit. -ngtl beasupposed thatinza.distinction:: ofﬂllns‘?kmdwv
Jamusmg 3ourwrthm theory of: my,rownt et herdrstmotronrs‘brobg'll“
out in, Moore' StLlfe‘of Sherrclnn vundcl*quote therﬁssngefentll'e“‘*,i‘ﬁ

m:‘ln polrtlcs, too, e, (Sherulan) o ad'the’ ndvantagei#'df%ntermg.
" onzhis careerrat ,trme,uwlﬁen,habits«oﬁbusmcse,wnd, k#bwléd wf

details.were less : docked for. moq)ublzwnewthah thefdrad’ Fipk

"pl'&sent“e
‘and- whenythe Hou'se of: Ccm.mnnsmns,i?forrvamousf»renkons“»n rno‘n.
open plav~ground forieloquéngesand.ivit:—i Théigtaat, uncreaslef-'of
public: business. since’then. has:¢ necessarilyri made's aioonsrderhble
chaoge in this respect.: Notionly.bas theltimeofi-the Legrsla[ure
become ‘too precious to bc’wastedhupom.the ‘mere gymnast:csﬂof’, sl
rhietorie,abut even those graces,iwith: whlch ‘true’ oratory‘surrounds‘y r-b p
her, stnternerfts, are but impatiently: borne,zwhcre the! ste.ternenth ﬁ

self is the primary and pressingrobject ofithe- Thearer.s Brlrke

r

know; was even’too much,»addloteduto“eratafhnlcbnernvould eall
rakmg, orr:ﬂymg wrdeuof'\hrazgame .,\sbutthereawus-hnrdlrronerof L

:
s

the,tasterfor busmessrandimatter-of‘ 'faqte'tl)bab—,us prevalcnt‘x(,
Pttt would be.,compelledgtorcurtallrt‘lfe"mamhl’oﬁhrsséh cﬁces‘\-"“’vrr;; b
) T Sre el

el i

d’- avelton'epcntil;l‘unself%less‘:l’re;pl“e:nlly. 5
enliven l;tronlrotcévrd‘:ﬁs LY,

lrallpret'ljl

the;tlr m;nppeal togﬁ DI A“” S5
Elddronqt'ﬁltheTchange inkthejchart
e R R

HELY ofr,Gommons,gwh h'h‘v'h lex hns‘-lowered the),value ol‘rsomc‘ -G,x- H
ofthc quahf cal;rons possessed_ﬁby&Sherrdan: llrns%reated de&afl&_’f iy
for others ofs a:morenuseful andtless‘ splendldilrmd ‘.whrch’ln feaps”
ton: ‘andsihabits oﬁhfe,.would have rrenderedulessf ensllyiﬂ‘ttamable
by him, -ae must lake.into accormt\thesprodrgmus d{jj"erénce producéd
Ly the general sovement of. thé whole oivilized iworld- tojoards! know!-
ledge--a movement, which. no public man, however great: lns natu-
ral talents, could nowilag.behind with impunity, and. whidh re:
‘quires notbmg Jéss than'the versatile:and encyclopadic powers” of
& Brougham.to keep pace with."—Vol. 1. p. 464. London Ldr-
tion. e o * - '

In'an article upon.the orators in the Reformed. Parrlmment, con-
tained in-the Dublin Review for Octoler, 1838.--a work of genu-
ine talent, and conducted with all the spirit of u leading periodical
—there is tlie'followingiview’ of thei declensrou of: Parliamentary
-cloquence, il 435. | b T 3 , AN ‘ “",'l:-.. »

% Thefe is no longer in ecither House a ZBurlre, wrtlrflrvely nnd’
1mpa..sroned images, with profound l<non‘|edge, and inal- tone)as. o
philosophical. as: captrvatmg; {0’ ienchain the - attentlon, a8 m- P
.culcate, in: thel most ﬂowmg penods, and” tbe most measuréd bﬂt
Aallunng gentences; the favourite doctrinesof - ‘the/ ;statesman the*
"energy.of.aFox ;' the ever-ready; ever-brtmg retor t’of I l’rtt '“thc
keen wit, the pointed-satire, the ‘brilliant rrmagmatron,”thc over-*
‘powering eloquence of a- Canning, "are yet wantmg, «nnd there‘ex- .
 1sts not-one leglslator, who, ‘with', nn almost- mexhausnble ﬂow ~of .
words the best chosen, and of ﬂowers of thetoric the most: caréfully
culled,---who, with a qurcl-cness of faney, 'and with an acute‘sense '
of the ndrculous, can alike amuse and convince a reluctant audi-
ence,---in a word, who can supply the place of a Sheridan?

“Part of this retrogression may, perhaps, be attributed to a cause
which, although somewhat startling, is nevertheless trae, this ora-
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¢ IIume, in his Essay upon Dloquence, (vol 1. p. 109) thus
expresses himself:---* Now, tOJUd"’e by the rule,. ancient eloquence,
_that is, the sublime and: passronate, isofa rnuch greater taste than
the modern, or the’ argumentatrve and. ratronul siand’ if. 'properly
exccuted will always hayve;more command.and: authorlty,over man- _
kind.”* We are satrsﬁcd wrth our, medrocnt), because'we hx}ve had
'né expergence of any thmg betterj . butliihie ancrentshad cxpenence
of both, and, ‘tipon'comparison; gave‘lthe preference to” that”lr{'nd
of which they haveleft-ué such; applandédmodels. * For, if, This- -
take not, our. modern cloquenceas of thesame,stylc,onspecres with
that whrch ancrent crities - denommated attie: eloquence, that, rs. :
calm, elewent, and subtle, which® mstructcd the: T .rcason more than ‘l
.affected-the passions, and never raiséd: its t'{one above arEum*eht— or ..
common discourse,” ,{I'his | opinion"has been:attacked, and‘mjustrce
to, the histarian,, i it,may: be, said, ‘that,if he, had*lwedl tothepresent
dayhe would have been’ found to cntertam vrews m some, respects
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leormng of the sclicols, and 'the - embellishments ‘of rhetoric *hive

[

modiﬁed Ya W ',u)) wre u-.,,,;ﬁﬁu 15" K C



