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Question 24. Please explain how, or in what
senne, the Church of England holds the ¥ Royal
supremacy ?' I have hesrd Romanists speak of
the Pope 4s tho ‘supreme head’ of the Church
of Rome, and the English Soversign as the
‘supremo head’ of the Church of England.

Anster. The ‘ Royal supremacy’ does not
mean, and never did mean, that the Sovereign
possessed any spiritual headsbip over the
Chureh, or anything else than (what had always
been asserted) that the clergy of England, an
well as the laity of England, are subject to Eng-
lish law, without any right of uppeal against it
to a foreigner like tho Pope. In other words,
that the last appeal of all alike is to the Sov-
ereign. This royal supremacy or headship of
the Sovereign was asserted for Henry VIIL.
over all subjects, clergy =8 well as laity, and
wis as vigorously maintained by Queen Mary
as by her predecessor, Edward V1., or her suc-
cessor, Elizabeth, Indced, Elizabeth, lest the
titlo should be misapprehended, caused it to be
explained, so that no misconception could onsue
as to her claiming any authority in the admin-
istration of the Church in word and sacra-
ments, and she absolutely rofused the title
‘stlzprfme head,’ aud called herself ‘supreme
ruler,

Neither Henry VIIL., Queen Elizabeth, nor
any ether Koglish Soversign, ever claimed to
give spiritual jurisdiction to any of the Bishops,
Nor did any one of them ever exercise more
power, in the Anglican Church, than Constau-
tine and his sons were permitted to exercise
over the whole Catholic Church during the 4th
century., More anon.

@uestion 25, What are tbe * Three Estates of
the Realm ?’

Answer, A common mistake 18 1o suppose
that they are the Queens, Lords and Commons,
Correctly speaking, they are:

1. The Clergy or Spirituality (as represcuted
by Convocation), or, as we say, the Lords
Spiritual, 2, The Lords Temporal. 3. The
Commons, The Sovercign being tho Head of
cach, as explained ubove,

FASTING, PRAYER, SELF-DESIAL, SELF-
DISCIPLINE,

The Church of God would be far stronger to
wrestlo with this ungodly age if she were more
given to prayer and fasting—St. Matbt, xvii.

There is a mighty efficacy in these two Gos.
pel ordinances, The first links us to heaven,
Tho second separates from the earth. Prayer
takes us into the banqueting House of God—
Fasting over-turns the surfeiting tables of earth,
Prayer gives us to feed on the Bread of heaven,
and fasting delivers the soul from being encum-
bored with the fulness of bread, which perisheth,

When Christians shall bripg themselves up
to the uttermost possibilities of spiritual vigor,
then they wiil be able, by God's Spirit working
in them, to cast ont devils, which to-day, with-
out the prayer and fasting, laugh them to scorn.
—Spurgeon,

SPECIATL SEASONS.

“ A man who doos not pray usually is but a
hypoerite, when he pretends to pray especially.
Who would care to live in a miser's house, who
starved you all the year round, except that now
and then, on a feast day, he fed you daintily ?
We must not be‘migerly in prayer-—neglecting
it regularly, and only abounding 1n it on par-
ticular occasions, when ostentalion rather than
sincority muy intluence us, But even he who
keeps u bounteous tuble, somelimes spreads a
more Juxurious feast Lthan at other times, even
80 must we, if we habitually live near to God—
select our extraordinary seasons, in which the
toul shall have her full of fellowship.—Spurgeon,

THE FAITH ENSHRINED 1N THE
CREEDS,

The Church’s Faith, which she received from
her divine Head and Founder, is enshrined and
contained in her Croeds. These Creeds are not
in any sense expressions of men's opinions con-
corning the Faith of Christ. They expross no
opinions whatever. They are mado up of facts,
and facts never change, but are equally true in
overy age andin every clime, The Churvch did
not make the Faith, she received if, as a sacred
deposit for mankind. Thorefore she is ths Trus-
tee, and the trust is committed to her care, and
she may not, she dare not, alter the conditions
of the trust, or put new meanings or new in-
terpretatiops upon i, The Bishops of the
Church are, in a very emphatic sense, tho joint
trustees of this most valuable doposit in co or-
dination, and it is reyuired in tho case of all
trustoes’ ‘“that a man bo found faithful.,” The
faith is to be “kept,” andin no way changed or
altered,

During the early centuries erafty, designing
men began to put new meanings into the words
of the Church's formularies, and by new intor-
pretations to teach their own deadly herosies.
Of these Arius was the chief. Tne Nicone
Couucil, made up of 318 Bishops from all parts
of the Christian world, came together to setile
these heresics, Here, it will be seon, wore the
joint trustees met togethor at Nic:ea under the
guidance of God the Holy Ghost. The question
put to each of these 318 Bishops and Trustees
was, not what is youropinion as tothe teaching
of Ariug, or as to what the faith ought to be,
ut What has been the faith of the Church in
your diocese from the beginning, The answers
given disclosed the fact thau the Faith in each
and all the dioceses or Churches, represented by
the assembled Bishops was the same. 1t had
been recoived from the same source, hud been
understood in the samo way, and had been “kept
whole and undefiled.” Here was o caso in which
may be seen the forco of the old motto *Con-
temporanca cxpusitio est oplima et forlissima in
lege,” The old Croed of the Church—the Apos-
tles—was the summary of the doctrine of Christ,
as roceived by the Church But as heretieal
teachers had put new meanings and new inter-
protations, upon some of ils articles, tho trustees
and custodians of the deposit put forth a new
formulary known as the Nicene Creed. Buit
remembered, however, this Creed does not con-
tain any new article of Faith, Indeed it does
not contnin all of the twelve articles found in
the Apostles’ Creed. But it does contain the
arlicles about which there had beeu horetical
teuching, expressed in language that wonld
maleo clear the sense in which said avticles had
always beon nnderstood in the Church, Thus
the Faith was consorved and the heretics con-
demned.

It cannot be made too plain that “the Creeds
were not adopted or approved by a mujority of
voles, as & bill is passed by our Logislature or
Congress; but they were accepted as embody-
ing the faith whickthe Church had received.
The Creeds are not the expressions of the opin-
ions of men, but they are substantially *the
form of sound words, which St. Paul bids us
hold fust,’ and from which he quoatas (1 . Cor, xv,
4): *Idelivered unto you firstof all that which I
also received, how that Christ died for our sins
according to the Seriptures, and that He wus
buried, and that Ho rose ugain the third day
according to the Scriptures.” Thoseurn * closed
questions” in the Church, as she berself teaches,
and these are found in her Creeds, as woll as in
tho sense in which thoy huve been held in all
ages.”

gOur own branch of Church’ (the Protost-
ant Episcopal in the U, S.) hns of lato been
greately troubled and perplexed by certain per-

gons(recognized 1eachors in the Church; who
bave publicly and officially, both from the pul-
pit and by tho uso of the press, proc]mmed.and
taught meanings and interpretations, of urtl_clos
of the Crecd, contrary aliko o the consentiont
voice Catholic antiquily and to ‘“‘the doetrino
of Christ as this Church hath roceived the same.”
When faithful clergy and laity (who are always
suspicious of new interprelations and new doc-
trines) could mo longer forboar, they appealed
to our Right Revd. Fathers, the Bishops of
the Church, (in the Uniled States), to inter-
pose, in behulf of the faith, which was in
part seriously imperiiled.  The appel was
pot wade in vain, The Bishops havo set
forth a © Pastoral Letier to tho Clergy nnd
Laity,” which ough to be read and pondered by
all. Tt is worthy of that Board ot Trustoes, and
covers cloarly and succinetly tho points about
which the recent controversies were waged.
Again, as st the four undisputed General
Councils, the Bishops have shown what the
doctrine of Christ us received by this Church
is. No man will hereatter be held excusable, if
he teaches and preachies interpretations and in-
dividual opinions, conlrary to what is now offi-
cially declared to be Lhe reccived interprotation
of this Church. We trust the theological atmos-
phere is now cleared, and thut all alike, clergy
and laity, will loyally aceept the declaration of
our chief Pastors, and unito in & grand, harmeo-
nious offort to mike Christ and [lis truth and
His salvation known thronghout this ontire land,
—The Charch Advocate, Boston,

Eomrespondence.

To the Editor of the CriurcH GUARDIAN,
Sir,—In looking over the report of the Board
of Domestic and Foreign Missions, ono is in-
clined to ask if the division of the funda for
foreign missions is the wisest that could be
made. We pride ourselves now on having a
forcign mission of our own—rhat to Japan,
Should it not be onr care, thon, that this mis-
sion be fully equipped and properly supported ?
Yet the umonut given by the whole Cunadian
Church for the support of its vne foreign mis-
sion is much less than that given by a section of
the Church fur another mission in the sime
country. Aund, further, wo 1ind nearly two
thousand doilars contributed for Societies for
misgions to the Jows, s not this an unnoces-
surily lnrge contribution {rom onr Church lo
those particular socictios and their work, The
kizo of tho offering iv owing ne doubt purlly to
the fach that the whole of the Goud IPriday col-
lection 14 devoted 10 this object, and that two
Societies muke strong appouls every year for
contribution., Would it not be well to makeovr
Good Friday collection especially for our own
foreign mission; or, if not, then to make a
speecial collection at some other time for it ?
One of two things onght cortainly to be done,
—vither the mission should be withdrawn, or
it should be properly equipped and supported,
R. W. PaTewson.
Daer Parle, March 8, 1895,

LENTEN REFLECTIONS,

. Qur Lord’s propuration for His temptation,
by the anoiating of the Holy Ghost.—Maut.

[y

iii, 16.

2, First part of our Lord’s temptation.—Mat,
iv, 21,

3. Second parl of our Lord's temptation, —Mat.
iv. 5-7,

4. Third part of our Lord's tomptation. —Mat,
iv, 8-10.
5. He was tempted in ull points like as we aro,
yob withoul sin.—lieb. iv. 15, '
. In that He suffered, boing tempted, He is
able to succor them that are temptled,—
ob. ii. 18.—Selected.
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