December 26, 1894,

CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER.

DEec, 2—First Sunday in Advent,
“  9—Second Sunday in Advent,
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8 THE CHURCH GUARDIAN
@h @h ‘ h @ ﬂ’ ;I‘ ==Tbe Bichop of Durham has defined ‘ faith ’ a8
2 nr‘ um lml ‘_lho condition of life and action.” No one can
—— live a day in the world without the exercise of
~— : EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR : — Mthis quality. T am not speaking for the moment
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P. 0. Box 2186. For Business Announce- #sun which set this afteracon (using the popalar,
ments See page 15. Wlas opposed to scientific, phraseology) will rise
o@to-morrow morning? What has happened is
finot necessarily a pledge of what will take place,
M8 But observation and study lead us to look for-
Mdward with n sense of certainty to the ocourrence
=gof certain events as though they had already
¢ 16—Third Sunday in Advent, [ Notice of gcome to pass. When we starton the first voy-
Ember Days and St. Thomas. ] gga;ap:e to the Antipodes we believe that we shall
« 19_FEmBER DAY i-afind the country for which we ars bound, al-
: #¥though we have only the eyidence of others to
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. < A . Y- iflrely upon, If we trust ourselves to cross some
¢ 22—Ember Day. Tgnew railway bridge, we have no assurance that
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[ Notice of Circumeision.]

ws0reed. A man believes in the power of wealth
fto secure happiness, and he strains every nerve
fafto secure it for himself. His definition of riches
‘@and of the pleasure which they afford him, be-
Acomes his Creed. So it is with those who take
&has their ultimate goal the spread of intelloctual
lculture, the promotion of philanthropic works,
Mot even recnlariam.

¥ 1t is, however, in the spiritual arena of human
Bllife that faith finds its highest development.
8 When, as we have seen, men daily and hourly
lcive evidence of mouiiding their lives on the
Mllbasis of an exercise of faith, there is nothing in-
Blconsistent in applying the same test to our
Mknowledge of, and communion with, the
BSupreme Being. The proof of the existence of
Australin, to the person who has never visited
it, is in no respect stronger or more counvincing
Mthan that which tells us that God lives. We
take each on trust, believing what men give us
us their experience. But in resard to the Livine
‘evelation, we have a far more substantial
foundation on which to build, because the spir-
itually-minded man or woman has, in addition
‘0 the testimony of others, the personal convic-

HYMN FOR THE CIRCUMCISION.

BY MARY ANN THOM4ON,

Jesu, Lord of glory, reigning
Throned in majesty, on high,
Yet, for sinners, not disdaining 4(:°
Here a he]pless babe to lie,
Let Thy precious blood, we pray,
Wash our stuins of guilt away,

Jesu, by the first outpouring
Of the sacred crimson stream, y
When but few, in faith adoring, i .
Knew Thy mission to redeom; “c-Zal
Let Thy precious blood, we pray,, §¢
Wash our stainas of guilt away.

Jesu, by that Nume most holy,
Name whereon our hope is stayed,
Name received in meekness lowly,
In the rite for sinners made,
Let Thy precious blood, we pray,

Wash ains of gui
Wash our stains of guilt away. A sisible Father, through the medium of that

gl divinely-implanted instinct or personality which
gl vo call the noul. The unbeliever, the evil-
iver, the irreligious, cannot penetrate the mys-
tery of this spiritual intercourse, any more thun
gthe heathen roldiers nnd rulers were able to re-
sognise the identity of the risen Son of God.
But faith is none the less real because many
are so satiated with worldliness that they can-
not assinilate its quickening properties.
M To quote once more the words of Bishop West-
0tt, * Faith (i.e. religious faith), as applied to
sur present life, is & principle of knowledge, a
principle of power, and a pringiple of action.”
1t is through faith that we attain to a realisa
tion of the glories of the Incarnation, the recon-
ciliation beyween the pure and Holy God and
the sin-stained mass of humanity; and to the
certainty of a future life by the power of Christ's
Resurrection, [t is through faith that men
have goue forth, single-handed, in jeopardy of
their lives—which they have again and again
laid down as an offering and a sacrifice fur the

Jesu, by the consummation
Of Thy work of love and woe,
Jesu, by the exaltation,
Of thy Name received below,
Let Thy precious blood, we pray,
Was aur stains of guilt away.

— Philadelphia, Christmas, 1893.

THE HISTORY OF THE CREEDS.

—

By rHE REv. Monracur FowLer, Chaplain to
the Archbishop of Canterbury..

[From the Church 8. S. Magazine, London, Eng. )

IL—TuEe NATURE oF A CREED, AND THE Ceeeps]]
FOUND IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, /

Hold fast the form of sound words whichjj
thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which

is in Christ Jesus,” is theinjunction of tkLe greut
Apostle St. Paal to his disciple and spiritual J50%Pel—to curry tho mossage of pardon and
child St. Timothy. From this passage we learn§ :3:&“?: BZrtb:riSnzos?zn(&f Sl?;?:gt;:n natft? 1;:

that “the form of sound words"—that is, a Mlthrough faith that the Church of Christ, in spite
Creed—is based on the principle of belief, of perios of apathy and neglect, has worked

M ion of the undeniable communion with the in- -

and labored to promnte the csuse of her Muster,
and to win sculs to Him,

Hence, if we hold our faith strongly and with
conviction, we must be able to explain its
meaning to those who are outside the circle of
believers, It was the impetuous, the warm
hearted Apostle St. Pster who urged his disci-
ples to * be ready always to give an answer to
every man that asked them a reason of the
hope that was in them.' This the Christian
must ever be prepared to do, The more real,
the more living, his faith in God is, the more
ferventiy and eagerly will he wish to proclaim
it to men. And s creed embodies both tho per-
sonal beliof of the individual, and the universal-
ity of that belief in referance to all the memhor.
of Christ. Wo preface each clause of our pro-
fession of faith by the words * [ believe * (Credo),
because the F.ather deminds of every disciple »
definite te:timany of his state of religious con-
viction. At the same time, the fact that we
give utterince to thi4 sentiment in face of the
congregation is a ple lye of out fellowship with
the saints in and through our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Carist, [n the Creeds nsed by the 1ust-
ern branches ot the Catholic Church, wo tind
the word of recitation in the plural, * We be-
liove,’

The most usual name by which a Creed was
designated iu the early Church is symbolum.
The word is tivst used in this sense by St. Cy-
prian, Various explanations of its meuning
have been given, but tho mns% probable seems
to be that which regards the Creed as & watch-
word whereby Christinns were lknown among
one another, The word ‘ Canon * (lit. a straight
line) is sometimes applied to the Creeds, thus
defining them as the ruie or standard by which
to judge rightly of what ought to be believed.

It will be my aim, in the following articles,
to set forch in a simple and intelligible manner
the intricate historical events whieh coalrib-
uted to the formation of the Croeds, with a brief
reference to the various heresies aguinst which
they were directed. It must be remembered
that the origioal idea of a Creel was not that
of a public profession of faith before the con-
gregation, [his practice was unknown in tho
primitive Church. Ten the converts were for
the most part persons ol riper years, who wero

repared, by a course of instruction, for their
dmission into the Church by holy baptism,
The great seascns for baptism were Eister and
Pentecost. Daring their preparation they were
taught a Creed, but it was delivered to them by
word of mouth, uud was to be carried in tho
memory, «nd never written down, ‘This Sue-
rament of faith ' (anvther name for the Creed),
writes St. Cyprian, ‘i not to be protuned.’
And Peter Chrysologus, Avchbishop of Raven-
nu, writing about 450 A.D., uses the fcllowing
words : * Let the mind bold, and the memory
guard, this pledge of hope, this decree of sulva-
tion, this nymbul of Jife, this sateguard of faitn,
lest vile puper depreciate the precious gift of
the Divinisy, lost black ink ubscure the mys-
tory of light, lest an unworthy and profane
heurer hold the secret of God.” St. Augustine,
who lived about the same time, in a sermon
delivered 10 tho catechumens {or candidates for
Holy Baptism), dwelt strongly on che same
thought, basing his injunctions to commit the
Creed to memory only, and not to paper, upon
the worde of the writer of the Epistle to the
Hebrews, when he suys: * This 18 the covenant
that I will make with them ufter thosé duys,
saith the Lord, { will put My laws into their
hearts, and in their minds will L write them.’

The Creed, thus learnt during the weeks of
preparativn, was publicly recited when the
convert wus baplized, and then employed no
more in the Church wervices, but treasured as
the watchword of the Christian faith.

Let us now see what traces we can find in
Scripture of a ¢ form of soand words.’

1. In the first place, we juay tuke, as the
basis of all professious of the Christian faith,



