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chilSt.imohy.Frot ths pssae wlean talvation by the Cross of Calvary to nations
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that "the form of sound words "-that ie, a through faith that tho Churcb of Christ, in spite
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lhiveadyi h wrdwtotth xrieo
ths uliy Ia ntspakn frth omn

and labored to promote the ocmise of her Master,
and to win s,uls to Eim.

Hence, if we hold our faith stronglv and with
conviction, we must be able to explain its
neaning to those who are outside the circle of

believers. It was the impetuous, the warm
bearted Apostle St. Peter who urged his disci-
ples to 1 be ready always to give an answer te
every man that asked them a reason of the
hope that was in them.' This the Christian
must ever b prepared to do. The more real,
the more living, bis faith in God is, the mre
fervently and eagerly will he wish to proclaim
it to men. Anda careed embodies both the per-
sonal beliof of the individual, and the universal-
ity of that belief in relerence to ail the memberi
of Christ. Wu preface each clause of our pro
fession of faiib by the words , [ believe '(Credo),
because the F.uber dem- nds oF every diicipie a
definite te <tim>ny of his state of religious con-
viction. At the same time, the fact that we
givea utter.nce to this sentiment in face of the
congregation is a pie lge of out fellowship with
the saints in and through our Lord and Sviour
Jesus Christ. [r the Creeds used by the Eiit-
ern branche of the C.tholic Church, wo find
the woLd of rocitation in the plural, ' We bu-
liove.'

The most usual name by which a Creed was
dosignated in the early Church is synb>lium.
The word is tirst used in this sen ie by St. Cy-
prian. Varions explanations of its meaning
have been given, but the m'>st probable soems
to be that which regards the Creed as a watch-
word whereby Christians were known among
one another. The word 'Canon ' (lit. a straiqht
line) is sometimes applied to the Creeds, thus
defining them as the rule or standard by which
to judge rightly of what ought to be believed.

It will be my aim, in the following articles,
to set forth in a simple and intelligible minner
the intricate historical events which coLrib.
uted to the formation of the Croeds, with a brief
reforence to the varions heresies against which
they were directed. IL must be remembered
that the original idea of a Creel was not that
of a public profession of failth before the con-
gregation. lhis practice was unknown in the
primitive Church. Then the converts wore tor
the most part persons of riper years, who were
repared, by a course of instruction, for their
dmission into the Churcb by holy baptism.

The great seascns for bapLism were ister and
Pentecost. Daring thoir preparation they wore
taught a Creed, but it was delivered to them by
word of MOuth, aUnd was to be carried in the
memory, and nover written down. 'This Sac-
rament of faith ' (another name for the Creced),
writes St. Cyprian, 'is not to be protaned.'
And Peter Chrysologus, Archbisbop of Raven-
na. writing about 450 A.D., uses the fGllowing
words 'Let the mind hold, and the memory
guard, thi i pledge of bope, this decree of salva-
tion, this symbol ot Iife, this safeguard of faiti,
lest vile p4per depreciate the precious gift of
the Divinity, lost lack ink obicure the mys-
tory of li.pht, lest an unworthy and prof4ne
heurer hold the secret of God.' St. Augustine,
who lived about the same time, in a sermon
delivered io tho catechumens for candidates for
Hloly Baptism), dwelt strongly on the same
thought, basing bis injunctions to commit the
Creed to nemory only, and not to paper. upon
the words of the writer of the Epistle to the
Iebrews, wher he ays: ' This is the covenant
that I will make with them after those days,
saith the Lord, [ will put My laws into their
hearts, and in their minds will 1 write ihem.'

The Creed, thus learnt during the weks of
preparation, waïs publicly recited when the
convert was baptized. and tien% employed no
more in the Church services, but treasured as
the watchvord of the Christian faith.

Let us now see what traces we can fnd in
Scripture of a ' form of sound wordà.'

1. lu the tiret place, wo inay take, as the
basis of all professions of the Uhristian laith,


