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Letter from the Bishop of Moosonee. bed. There I confirmed him, there, too, I ad
ninistered to hiim the Sacrament of the Lord's

BisHoP'S COURT, Suppor, and ivitlin a few days ho passed away i
Afoose via., Temiscamingue, pea, irly blieving tha or , individually

01lerzea le.îcawg Christ liad iîoured ocît I-is Wood on Calvary.
O/awa, Gesides those cofined, I held on at Albany

3 1 y Dear Clristian Friends,-Last ycar at this on tht: last Sunday of the year, where I couîfîrnîed
time I was travelling through my native land, de- tweny-three candiates. Albany is a station one
claring what CoD had donc by nicans of His bundred miles north of Moose, situated on a river
Missionary servants, in bringing Eskimo and of tic same nane, about four miles from its
Chipwyan, Cree, Ogibbeway and European into moulu. 1 îraveîîcd to il by ice over tht frozen
His Church, and the syipathy evoked among my - udson's Bay, the journey occîpyiîg tlîree days,
hearers, and the help so kindly given, encouraged whiîe la returîing 1 vas uo less than six days,
me once more to plunge inîto the wilderness, and so bard vas it b get forward from the boisterous
still work on amîid the snows and isolation of iveather and the deep snov. I îîcither saî a
Moosonîec, where for nearly two and tlirty years loîsc or met a huraan being cither in going or
ny home has been already situated. rctcîning. Ah is going on ver> wel at Albany

I left England in midsunmmner day, and sailed under the cane of tht Rcv. I'os. Vincent.
for New York, when, as well as in several of the Iu the East Main district n. Peck is labouring
toivis of Canada, I had an opportuaity of advoca- as iîdefatigably as ever, receiviîg seals te lus
ting the claims of my Mission ; but on August ist, ministr> frou a people whonî lie loves with a love
I left Mattawa, the last outpost of civilization, and which noîhing cat) cool, and xlimil lie seeks out
travelled by canoe the renainder of my w'a>, ayno, g their igloos in their vanter haunts tuaI lue
which occupied eightecn days, the travelling being may imîlat 10 them soîne sîrituah blessing. 1-e
niostly very severe fron the intense beat which las non' with ]-tî Mn. Iofflouse, vhoîn li is
existcd nost of the tine. On August 18th, how- assisting iii the slnd> of tht Eskimo language, as
ever, I landed quite îîell, and ready for inmediate vell as ii Mission work geuicrally. He reîurns
work at Moose, where I received a most hearty t î'îgîand for a short season îext sunînier, whon,
and enthusiastic wvelcoie. A person can have no trust, yocî nia> have au apportiînity of lîeariîg
idea of the manner in which one is imipressed i f-oni bis own iouth of the wa iii w'iic Goo las
reaching Moose from the interior ; a new world
bursts on the view, a new' centre of civilization, Mn1 Ioftlîouse conles te choose in une, and
with ail its civilizing agencies, a respectable and after
w'ell builtsettlcîîîemet, with its House of Gon, the Ny way of NînuitoNa, tîiere to oien a ission
greatest of all of theni, rising in its centre. A nd auoug the s nd C ' , o n halit
lere, a fewv hours after uny arrival, I was able to s uuudar', but extonive regîau ue
meet uny people who filled the edifice. 'I'There
knelc with tue one of my eldest pupils, tle Rev. that, as ls day, so 15 ls streîgth.
Thos. Vincent, w'ho had had charge of Moose for The Rtv4olîî I4audersOjibbew'ayclorgyman, bas
some months, the dear brother, who, among great- beeîî w-thnie (lie past wîîiterat Moosereeeiving les-
er hardships than I have ever endured, has for sons i Engîisl, ii w'ic] lie preacies ver> fairî>'. ant
imany years laboured among the Indians and Es- assisting nie in n>' Cjibbew-ay translations, lie las
kiio in the inîhospitable East Main Coast ; there limself transIated into bis nother tongue
too were two young brothers, just froni England Pei of l>" ile the Rev. 'hoias \inent is
about to buckle on their arniour, and join in the gg traîîshatiug into Cne e Iîiîtrints
honourable fray ; there two the faithful Catechist, Progress both batks, 1 have no doubt, 1 shah]
who, diuring iiiy absence, Iad so satisfactorily ful- find ver> tseful ii tit Iiocese.
filed his duty, it was a blessed gathering.

Twc circumistauîces uvil], perhaîîs, enable yocu to (.Ti lie Gol/aura'e).
realize, botter taan awiytiinfg ssh, hops things area
going on aniong uis. Oui August 27 th, after dite -$ UNEELIEF TNCIREASJNG ?
exanaination, I cbnferlited forty-flve young Indiav
nien anîd 'olnien, and subs:qcuently thirce othiers,I.
the Crole cf phoor tadH bees carbfoully prdpared
b>' Mr. Viuncent ; except tc, îvhose knowledgc lI a former article ire have touched on this
db> îîot saîisfy nie, these ivere ail dt: ]rsons of testion, aund have referroct ya there acho t ire-
te Indian congregation cf a suitahle age for sent existing ietweno oderu cuteure and Christi-
Confirmation. Cuir Indîaui cougregation tliene il; anît>'. In corder to auîswer the qu:ry îroîiouîided
composd of th ctire luidian population, eltrhi> lis, ive niust, Ita ever, suvey thie vreslt Cou-
scuch as are attaciiedti tue Englîsii cougregatioui. diti[oti Of Chîrisîiacîîiy andi conîrast it w'itli tht: past.
Th'lie conduet of tht candidates aI the tinie of the W urist, also, as or as possibIc, ithin the iaits
service i'as nîarkt:d witlî dec1> soheînuiiity, anîd J we cauu at pmeseîut allot ta Ibis scubject, couitenmîdlcte
cotild not Nuit feel assured that the pna:r aI tht tle aspetf rneing ia the age lu vstich sie liae
impositionî of hands 'as, in unan> cases, fuIl' and :oijart: it Wt glie forsate of scepticist ei for-
realized. '['lie other circunstance occurred ou nier 3eathrs. To this latter point ne shal at are-
Nov. 26th, when I couflruned ail tht: Eiglîsh- sent refer. 'Iare i e n great ei te go ver fcr
speaking yuug 1i:ople-hiaIf caste anîd ludiaî- back i or er te fulfll o r vurîose, non wil il bN
betuvecr tht: ages of lifreen auîd t;ity tliire %'as necessary te give more th a a fe striking exani-
îot a single excepîtion ; and durimg the prepara- hles, as proEs Mn what we s .ae advaiîc. Stil,

tioa for the rite,ivbichi extended overnan>' weeks, black as thet: lcre s, ve beliecve 110 stude t hf
scarcel>' one n'as ever absent froni tht: class ; the>' listery can lie at a loss in reu:alîing miany pericds,
came, too, froni nuan>' quarters-fron Mýoose, îîe ensrror i'as more gt:nra aud stroiger thaul il
Abany, New IPost, Mata-akiia, andi East is to-da, but te cts e sal l n ome futhe at
M1ain. Ahi s1îokc *Eu'iglishi llueuitly ; ail coculd meacl îrescuîî.
their Enaglislm Bibles, ail nterh wnell acqutainted hiti
tht: Churchi Catechisnî, ail aîip:ared deepl>' m-ai Wc do uot deny scoepticisi is widessread. He
pressed witb tht: gravit>' of tie stel tey ivore the contrar , wie ahiir it, a othsieowlhdgm h is
about 10 taIte, tlîat it ivas souîîctliîîg fan deepcm: fan miore opeuî and aggressive jiov tlîau fornîenly.
tan unaking a ine fonnial promise tht:' ivon But granting al this, a d teusting is disastrouis
requiredti tako. 'l'lie uiumber n'as se velitcuî. influnuce on pubhic îîîorals, cuirs is Ny no m-eans
Another would bave been pîrescrit, Nd lie hiad tht worst of ages. o rue, it is afliryed that chur-
already "cont thie conipay of just mîen niade ches, esuecialy haeng thp edpcated and orking
perfect." Ht: ivas a yougi Indian, Bcîijamii classes in towns, are thily atenwded. In some
Sutherland b>' naine, îho roceive bis bducation luropean cities hise of clurch gers us as
ah mur Mission School. Wheî olti cnoîgh licho' as tvo ier L eout. of tho oculation. Junegand
ntercd the service of tht Hudsori's Ba' Coin- jniakes a better exhit, aIo, wce are glad te sayh ,

pan>', and n'as sent io the interior, wl-nc: the docs Canada. But in the resyb t day infi del pb-
returned tu Moose ]ast sanîct un feeble hieahi, jwlications have a treniendous poer. and are read
and wcen I first saw hlm lue nas cofincd to bis greedil s b' undreds cf thousands. Strauss and

- Renan are studied carefully and implicity believecl
is by the najority of artisans and working men im
the cities of Italy, Germany and France. P'opu-
lar articles, full of atheism, find their way into al-
most every weil known magazine and are widely
circulated. In these the praises of science are
sing and all thouglit of Goi is carefully excluded,
while nuch is made of cmpty phrases such as "the

r religion of humanîity,'" and "the worship of genius."
Infidelity and inmorality amnong the iasses are
still further increascd by the enormous stream of
infidel publications which are constantly issuing
from the press. To give one example in proof of
our assertion, it is said tvelve million copies of
atheistic and other infidel publications issued from
the I ondon press in one year, and to this enor-
mous total must be added twenty-ninîe million co-
pies of immoral publications, all of which, or nîear-
]y aUl, w'ere distributed anong the working classes.
Tis total is larger than all the issues of the com-
bined Bible and religious tractsocieties ofthesaine
city.

In France and italy, it is said, the great major-
ity of educated persons have not only silently
broken with tleir church, but openlv avow ticir
unbelief. There all infidel publications have their
inost splendid triuphs. (lyi), priests and w'omen
in those countries, it is aflirmcd, are religious.
Renan's vritings are very widely circuîlated, and
on all sides men hear the saie tale at public
gatherings :--"he old faith is obselete ; belief in
miracles is absurd ; only hypocrites and the igior-
,tnt profess to adherc to Christianuity."

3elgium is honey-com d witi societics whose
mieibers hind themselves not to permit the visit
of a priest in case of death, who refuse to take
part in any except civil iarriages, who determine
n1ot to allow their children t'o be ibap tized or in-
structed iii the Christian l:ith. In many of the
colleges and poplar schools throuîghout Europe
teachers consider tlieiiselves too enligltened to
share the simple faith of the conimon people.
Prussia has, anong mure school boys of thirteen
years of age, socicties whosc riues affirn that un-
belief in Go is a bar to any one's election as mcm-
ber. Rcligious instruction is, it inay be expected
at a low ebb in such coutintries.

Manîy cling to secularisni as their chief stay.
This is the doctrine tIat te present life and its
bulongings is overything, ad that mci should only
care for such things. Assauclts on the Bible and
articles against the faith, are received with cager-
ness everywhere. WVitness the hearty reception
givenlii to the E ssiys ana'dR ies, and to Colenso's
luci brations against the Pentateuch. In Gernnany
critics of this sort abound, all have followers.
l{ationalism, i. z, the deiiial o( all opinions and
doctrines tat cannot bue explained by mere lumîîan
reason, also nuimbers tliere and in otlier coirntries
mnany professed adierents. iy scores of literary
mîîei Clhristianity is regarded asahindrance to truc
culture. Eckardt would prefer the modern draina
to truc religion as a teacher of society. le says:
"The threatre is ny temple wliere I would sec
inaugurated a new forni to worship. 'Ihe threatre
shiould lbe regarded as a louse of Goi', as it was
among the ancient Greeks, Religion and the
draia I would fain sue identificd."

Such, then, it would appear is the present
religious condition of nany countries, especially
in the Old World. Or if the description we have
given does not exactly apply at this moment, it
was at Ieast a truc account witiin the Last thirty
ycars.

Our picture, we are aware is iincomplete, but
we mîust pause bere. We cannot go further into
details. We have gathered the facts from the
nost reliable and tristworthy sources. The details
any thoughtful person can supply. If the scenle
ive have prcsented is bleak and dark, with nothing
to relieve it, ihen wc imust reply te our question in
the affirmative. But we biliieve a flood of golden
liglt can le thrown upon this picture in depicting
the grand advances the Churchl hias made, and to
this mîuch pleasanter and agreeable task we shal
apply ourselves in a future nunber.-Com.


