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the omistion \vas purely accidental, he had'

wo much candour not to reap . instruction
from the remaiké to whicb it had given rise.

[lis Early DPursuils of Kaowledge—
Adam’s thirst for knowledge appeara to have
been insatiable § noy was he ever eatisfied until-
he could eompreliend the subject brought be-
neath his notice. He was in the habit, as
far as he had light to guide him, of philoso-
phizing upon everything. “1 was always,”
he ohseived, & curious lad, and extremely
jnquisite : i a stone was thrown up into the
air, [ wished to know why it came down with
greater force than it ascended ; why some
hodies were hard and others soft; and what
it was that united various bodies. 1 was
equally curious in gazing at the stars and in
singling out one from another. I obtained
the loan of an old epy glass ; with this, oflen
without hat, and bharelegged, [ sallied out on a
clear, frosty night, to make observations on
the moon and stars. I was then extremely
hardy, and good discipline has enabled me to
pass through much toil, both mental and phy-
sical. Since that period, I have been con-
stantly learning, and still know but little either
of heaven or earth. What would have been
the feelings of Newton or Herschel, if, in
their nocturnal observations, they had unex-
pectedly dropped upon a bay in a state of
comparative nudity, lost to every thing terres-
tial, and gazing through a short tube,—a mere
npology for one of their own instruments,—as
if intensely labouring to penetrate beyond
every object of actual vision. into the hea-
vene! and there, too, in solitude, as though
all around, in the neighbourhood, were indif-
ferent o knowledge but himeeif! He would
have been more than  patted on the head
he would have become the subject of pro—
pheey, . with some of those astronomical
gzers, and would have had his heart warmed
in the midst of the frosts {rom without, by
some- subatantial token of their approbation.
J{e made censiderable proficiency in the
soience of nstroinomy at subsequent periods of
his life, as opportunities were afforded of el
tivating this early taste.

Ilis first acquainiance wilh Methodism.—
Adam was about cightecn, when, at the in-
stigation of Mark 0’%‘cill, he was first induc-
ed to hear the Methodists, who came to
preach at a village called Bunside. His own
account is as follows : « The preaching was
in a barn ; the preacher, John Brettell, wasa
tall thin man, with long sleek hair, and of a
very serious countenance. When the gervice
was over, he, with some persons who had
sccompanied him from Coleraine, went to the
door of a person whose housc adjoined the
place ; I, and several others, foll.owed. On
arriving, he turned round, and, with deep so-
lemnity, exhorted us to give ourselvesto God..
He then entered the house, into which we
followed ; he spoke a short time to the per—
sons within, and we remained to the close.”
Tt appears young Clarke wae much impressed
with this first sermon, and continued to be a
regular hearer of the Methodiste, whenever
they visited that part of the country; ¢ for
they came,” he observed, «(requently, and
preaclied first in one house, and then in ano-
ther, spreading themselves over the country ;
but it was not until Mr. Thomas Barber visited
Coleraine, that he hecame decidedly religious.
Through the ministry of that apostolic man,
(who was acting as & missionary at his own
cost, and emphatically doing the work of an
evangelist over an extonsive tract of countr
near the.sea coast, in the county of Antrim,
he was hrought to a knowledge of the truth ;
* soon after whicli his parents also were induced
to attend the eame ministry,

His Efforts t> do Good.— My method,”
peid he, when speaking of his labours, ¢ was

to ascend a hill ; and, surveying the neigh—
bouring hamleta and *villages, to arrange a
plan of visitation : then, proceeding to the
first, to enter a hodse, commenly saying,
*Peace be to this house? I used next to
address myrell to the imnates in such language
a8 this, ¢ Have you any objection to unite
with a sirangerin praying to Almighty God 7
The answer generally, 1 may say invariably,
was favourable. Having sccured their con-
sent, I added, ¢ Perhaps you have eomo
neighbour whom you would like to join with
you? ‘I'he answer wag in the oflirmative,
and with almost the same breath some one of
the family received the commission of—
¢ Away, fetch Patsuch a one, and Beily such
a one, and don't forget neighbour such a one.’
They came dropping in one afler another, and
the house waa often filled. When all were
assembled, [ gave out a hymn,—and in thove
daye I had a clear, strong, well-toned voice ;
nor was there a hymn in the large bleased
hymn book te which I could not pitch a tunc.
Sometimes I etopped, and spoke about the
bymn that had been sung, asking whether
they understood the menning of different
lines,—gove the sensc of them,—and spoke
about the good Gad to whom the hymn re-
ferred, and how grieved he was with perrons
getting drunk, ewearing, telling lies, &c. Af-
ter addressing them, I knelt down and prayed
and then, while they were yet staring at me,
and at each other, I was off like a dart to
another place. In this way I proceeded,
gaing to Port Rush and other places,—six,
cight, and ten wiles round the country, col-
lecting and addressing eight or ninc congrega-
tione in a day, and walking occasionally s
distance of twenty milea, The people were
pleased with me, for [ was young, and little
of my age.”” It is not to be supposed, what-
ever his yeara or size might be, that he would
have been able to have thrown such a charm
over socicty, il he had not had romething
more than ordinary to offer, as food for the
affections and intelleets of his hearers.
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EDUCATION AND TUE DISSENTERS.

On Monday, 16th January, the first public
meeting of the Dissenters of the Metropolis was
held at Craven ChaF’el. Carnaby market ; C.
Hindley, Esq.. M. P. in the Chair; for the
purpose of supporting the resolutions of the Con-
gregational Union of England and Wales-for the
promotion of general education. The Chapel
was filled, and the auditory evinced the greatest
interest in the procecdings.

The Chairman opened the proceedings by.ad-
verting (o the importance of general education in
its beatings uron the moral, social, and political
condition of the country, and to the circumatan-
ces out of which the relations of the Congregati-
onal Union had arisen.  Upon the defeat of the
obnoxious measures introduced by Sie J. Graham,
it had been very strongly fell by the Dissenting
bodies that they should give some decisive evi-
dence to the world that it was not to the princi-
ple of general education that they ohjected, but
to the seotarian and obnoxious moile in which
the Government had attempted 1o carry it out,
At the antnmnal meeting of the Congregational
Churches held at Leeds in the manth of Oclober
last, the important question Was taker up, and
the resolutions there adopted led to the conference
in London, at which it had been resolved to take
up the motion upon a scale commensurate with its
importance, and this was the fust meeting
held in the Metropolis for the purposé of carryin
out the resolutions of that body. He conclude
by imploring them to give such an example of
the zeal and liberality of the Dissenters of the
Metropolis as should opcrate upon the country at
large.

%‘he Rev. Tuos. Jauys staled the amonnt of
the subscriptions already received in support of
the 16:0'utions. The sum, vccording to the last

relurns, amounted to £22,750, more than half of

which had been conbiibuted by the metropolis ;
.'al\d no less than £5,070 by the ministers of vari-
ous congrepgationnl churches. Among t the sub-
'seriptions enumerated, were five of £1,000, fnd
{en of £5600,

‘The Rev. Dn. Lrircuiip moved the first re-
solution, which was.—

€T hat this meeting heartily approres and swill
punetually second the object resolved npon at the
tecent conference on education, originated by the
Congregelienal Union of England and Wales, 1o
taite al least £100,060 by snkscription, payable
within tive years, fiom the congregational church-~
es of the Tndependent body towards the educati-
on of the working clasecs, and the meeting is
pmmr(ecl to this approval and determination not
only by thore general humane and religious con-
sideralions that have induced Protestant Dissen-
teis pre-eminently al all times lo favour ednca-
fion, bt by consideting further that the pretext
or obijectionable legislative inearutes will be the
less colourable in the degree in which the advo-
cates of the volunlary pninciple are true to them-
selves and prove ite sufliciency by it acts,”?

In moving this resolntion, the Hev. Centleman
repudiated the idea of making the project a sec-
tarian one.  They wonll inuch have preferred a
general system, to be carried oul npon a principle
opon which all professing Christians could have
concuered, but that wun now hopeless. The
Government measute having heen defeated, the
Established Church had set the example of a
denominational movement. The Church wounld
tcach none but upon Chuich principles § then the
Wesleyans had recolved that they would teaeh
nene but upon Wesleyan principles.  What then
remained, but that the Congregationalists shon}d
teach upon Cangregational principles 7 Still, they
ahjnred everything of asectarian character. Their
object was .not to promote Dissent, but to remove
ignotance. In the achools they established they
would {each the Bible, and if ihe reading of the
Bible made the children of the werking classes
Dissenters, why, they would neither be surpri-
sed nor grieved.—(Laughfer.)

The Rev, Joun BurnerT seconded the resolu-
tion in an eloquent and impressive speech, and it
was unanimously adopted.

The meeting was subsequently addressed by
the Rev. Dr. Rern, the Hev. Mr. Jukes, and
other gentlemen § and after a vote of thanks (o
the Chalrman, the mecting separaled,

The meeling resulted in a subscription of mose
than £3,000.— Leeds Mercury.

CLAIMS OF THE WALDENSES,

W have derived much pleasure and instruction
from an able article in the Jast namber of the
Quariarly Review, in support of the rights and
privileges of this feeble and primitive race of
Christians. Tn some of the highest and most
sccluded vallies of the Italian Alps, far removed
from the commerce and business of large cilies,
and unconnected with any other Protestant com-~
munity, a small, and poor, and persecuted socicty
of persons live, and have lived for many ages,
almost from time immemorial, separate from the
Romish Church, without the name, whilst adher-
ing to the principles of PCrolestants, the Walden-
ses or Vaudois of Piedmont, -
This simple and primitive people are exposed,
like other inhabitants of Alpine regions, not only
(o many severe hardships and physical privations,
but they have also had to endure, what is stil]
mote intolerable, at different times, very fierce
persecution on account of their altachment to
the faith of the Gospel, and are, we are inform-
ed, at present in great aflliction. Under the dn-
minion of an absolute Prince, and hemmed in
on all siden by the most rigid and birotted Catho-
lies, the Vaudois are doowned to suffcr the neost
oppressive grievances.
hilat Catholics are allowed to invade the
Protestant vallics, the Vaudois are not allowed
to invade the Roman Catholic plains. Catholics
can purchase lands among the Vaudois, but the
Vaudois are not allowed to acquire property
among the Cathnlics.  Conlined within the nar.
row limits of their own rugged lerritories, and
prohibited fram usinz efforts to progngate their
principles in other parts of [taly, they are not
permiited to oppase {he proselyting zeal of their
Catholic neightioms 5 their children have been
drogzed fiomn their parentsl roof, with a view to
be educated in the Catholic faith ; marriages
hétween Waldensine rolemnized by Waldensian




