sail fnta the space between the dvills. Some’ ]
persous al ence cammence thinning after this |
pMoughing, but itis better after a few days
to rim a eultivator or horse-hoe betsween the
drills, to stir up the soil and to some extent
restore it to its place. Others use (he
liorse-hoe afone without any previovs plough-
ing, and this serves the purpose quile well
where there ave few weeds.

This operation being finished, every pro-"
curable and must be employed v singling
or thinning, a process very speedily per-
formed by skilful workers with proper toals.
The: proper implement s a thin steel hos,
with a lght steaight handle, 3 to 4 feet lony,
Tn the Scottish method, in which the thinning
is performed at one operation, the hoe usud
15 7 inches wide, but where the thinning is
performed at lwo aperations it should be anly
4 io B inches wide.  Tloes are very cheap,
so o not put clumsy fools iuto the hands of
thinners.

Tu thinning the worker should stand wiih
one font on each side of the drill next fo the
one to be thinned, and the pluats to be ve-
moved ave either pushed or drawn out of the
drilly (the former is wsually considered the
bettei way), leaving single plants at say 10
inches apart, or at 5 inches i the thinning
is to be fuished at another time.  Thinning
turnips is:hight work, but it requires much
skill and care to leave the plants single and
yet mninjured. In Scotland and England
women are preferred as tornip singlers, and
in America, where the toenip eropas at all
extensively cultivated, much of the work is
done by children, who, however, are seldom
sufliciently caveful.  Where children or
young people are employed, premiums should
be given to them {or the best woik, In
England it is estimated that ane experienced
singler can thin hall an acre of turnips in a
day of ten hours.,

The thinning heing finished, the horse-hoe
is sent throngh the deills, and when the
singling is completed at ance, another hge~
ing is given. When the plants are only
half’ thiuned at first, the second thinning an-
swers o this, and should be carefully done,
s0 as to leave the plants quite regufar, and
with their roots suflicicutly coveréd. Finally
the horse-hoe is again used, or the drills are
stightly earthed up with the plough.  The
whole work is thus reduced to three or four
ploighings or harse-hoeings, and two hand-
liocings, aud the time occupied by these last

need not, even for an inexperieseed worker,
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be estimated-at more than three days per
aere. :

We close this article with the following

P instructive extracts’ {rom Peters and Ste-

phens :—

Hoeing and Cleanwing—'This is the
wmost important part of turnip culture, for
masure as heavily as you please, it this is
neglected, or cavelessly or mperfectly done,
you will not have a good cvop 3 a few days’
delay, earelessness, or inatiention yow, will
make n difference of hundreds of hushels per
acre. There isno crop on your farm which
can so ill bear delay at this time as your
{urnips, and unless you can afford to throw
away the tabour you have expended, and to
forego the benelit of a good supply of tur-
wips for your stock, do this when 2 showld
be done, and do 7t wel. U you are short
handed, let every man, woman, and child,
who can lift a hoe, ov pull & weed, go 1o
wark m earpest, aud the gob will soon be ae-
complished 5 and, what s more, your chiid-
ren will become expert at turnip cultvre, on
which sl suceessful farming in this Island
will, before long, depend: and remember
that a ‘good turntp hoer never takes his eye
from the ground until called to dinner; ye-
collect this yourself and jnpress it on the
children, and there will be no stopping fo
talk, vor ceasing work {o gaze at every
passer by, by whicli so much time is often
lost.” e method T lave found hest in
having, is this : as seon as the leaves are be-
tween two and three inches loug, run a
plough between the drills, taking away the
earth on each sitle 1o within about two inches
of the plants, this will make a little vidaelot
between each dvill, and cover up all the
weeds 3 and if the horse hoe is run about a
week afterwards, they wilt be found quite
rotten and form a good manure for the land ;
(some use the horse hoe anly, but it there is
much yar and weeds, the plough makes the
best work.) Then set to work with the
hand hoes, and thin the piants five inches
apart : do not he afraid of stripping the roots
of the plants, as the more they are exposed
the better 5 when the plants are a good »

2]

and the leaves begin to touch cach other, o

second hoeing wust be given, eatting out
every other planty this will leave thew ten
inches asander, taking away at the same time
any weeds that ave between them. 'This
second hoeing is very quickly done. T the
land is very weedy, the horse: hoe should be
run between the drills, once before the
second hoemng, and once after, and this will
complele the work.

The distance between the rows of turnips

bias been fised, conventionally no doubt, at.

twenty-seven inches, which is a very conve-

nient distance {or drilling up the land in the
fiest place, with the common or double mould
board plough, for dunging it with the ordin-
ary Ult eart, and for working the implements
employaed in turaip cultuve, such as the sow-
ing drills, und the succeeding scufilers and
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drill harrows. The distances befween the
plants should be about twelve inches for
the ¥wedes, and nine inchies for yellow tur-
nips and globes, and to insure regular and
proper distances, the singling of the crop
with the hoe should be regarded as one of
the most important operations which claims
your atteation,  For example; 5 b, turnips
at 9 inches asunder give 1 cvop of H7 tons
12 vwt. 5 whereas the smne weight of turnip,
eleven inches apart give only a little more
than forty-seven tons. Now how easy is it
for careless people to thin out the plants to
eleven instead of nine inches, and yet by so
doine no less than 104 tons of turnips are
saeriliced, i

We may add belore leaving this part of
the subject, that watering the turnip crop
with Hyuid mavure, not only remarkably aids
the growth, but is a great safeguard against
the depredations of insects.

CORRESPONDENCE.

FOR THE FARMER’S JOURNAL,

Agricultural Communications and Agri-
cultirad Lducation.
Henmixerorp, March 30, 1856,

Bim,—THaving scen a wish expressed in
your columns, that you could meet with
more correspondents amongst the Agricul-
tural portion of the inlibitants of the Pro-
vinee,—1 take this opportuuvity of address-
ing a few remarks to you.  The reason that
1 eonceive you have so much difliculty in
ohtaining communications is fiom the fact
that farmers fn geweral are not a literavy
class of men, being composed for the most
part of persons who have emigrated to this
country with Hwited capital, and who are
only now just beginuing to enjoy the benefits
resulling from years of continuous labour
aml hawdship, and from their having been
used all their lives to incessant toil, they are
little accustomed to even reading works of a
professional nature, still less of writing upon
professional subjects, Now, my object in
atldressing you upon the present oceasion, is
to point out the beaefit which would result
to the rising generation from a more general
diffision of the theory and practice of agri-
culture. It does s+em extraordinary to me
that of so widely practised and of so all im-
partant 4 profession as farming, so little
shonld be generally known of its theory and

prineiples, embracing as they do so much of

chemistry, mechanics, and many other sub-
jects which of themselves require years of
study to become masters of j and that no
steps are taken to provide any information
whatever on a subject’ which aflects alike
the interest of every member of the com-
muuity,  Now, 1 think that samething might
be done to improve matters,if a library of
well selecied works were attachied to each
Apricultuwral Soeiety throughout the Pro-
vinee, and further information might be pro



