To Polyhifior: £53
 flien d¢ plus naturél ét de plus excuiable, lui répondirent Jes dépiités, que
¢e fentiment dans un pere. " Eh non! reprit:il, non, je ne me flatte points
Ce n’elt 1 que-dela foibletfe.” Quoi, parce que mon filsa dans les mufcles

tus de-réffort et de vigueur gd’unautre, j'en di, moi; affez peu'dans l’ame
our ‘tomber en {yncope, loriyu’ileflt proclamé vainqueur dans les jeux de
hlutte! Qu’auroit ce donc éé, fi, aprés une bataille, je: Pavois va revenir’

. vainquear dans mes bras, couvert'de (ang et de pouffiere? Celui qui fe laifle
accabler par fabonne fortuiie,’ fauroit plus:mal encore foutenir k2 mauvaife:
Et-que ditont de moi Fes femmmes de Lacedémone, ‘elles qui froidemént’ rens
dent graces aux dieux lorfqu’ori-leur rapporte leurs fils percésde coupsy
&endus fur un bouclier? Allez, groyez-moi, prélenter 1€ jrix dé ta figefle -
dmon voifin Phizon, qui n’elt jjf;émﬁrde ‘moi unvitillardimbécille et vaine
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T H E-arguments with which; yau inform us, the curious fraginent of
. A the Book of "Enoch has been handed down, appear to-me'to be in-
conclufive. Though aiman of extenfive learning.and great piety; Furiul-
Jian was glootny, fuperfiitious; and:credulous. :-Hence about - the middle:
of ‘his life, he adopted the errors of: Monianas, who:affirming that Chrift
andhis Apoftles had Been too™ indulgent: to mens paffions.and:infirmities;
inftituted a variety of fafts and prohibitionsfor their: better- meitification -
gnd difcipline, Among" other: aufterities hie prohibited fecond marriages; .
i unlewful ' moft- likely from an‘idea that {ueh :marriages proceeded from.
fomié fuch evil fpirit a5 Semixas, and:fo.were . enormoufly finful’s-for; ond
examinatidn, it veill appear, ‘that tifis pretended. book +of.-Kneoch :eontairis.
ifiit the true{pirit of | Montanifm.” That Tertullian recewed it as infprred:
_is; therefore, no mérk:of his foundnefs of judgrient ; but- rather: (to ufle’
the'words of 2 gréat ‘writer ‘concerning-him,}. ¢ A mortifying fpeftacle of -
“the deviations-of “which' human -naturc.is capable, even inithofe; in’
% whon it feefris to have;approached thenearelt to perfeflion.” #'. = -
“Origen;. -who was {uperior to Tertullian in learning and. fame ;. was yet.
ne le(s rematrkabie for his Pitiable-’yféahuefs.]-zj eronte has: claffed. them both
with thofe writers, who in his opinion; ought to be read with great caution::
ut bona eorum eligamus, vitemufque, contraria; - However, Fam far from
thinking that Oxigen had the fame refpet for this fuppefed book of Enocht.
th?t-‘T ertillian hiad :'ont ‘the. contrary.-that fenteace [ [flany 'choofe toves: |
ceive it as Camj}z_zfca‘l-] is, -aloné, agood evidence; that.he'did: not confider
it in that venerable'light,” And, that neither he, nor the; Chriftians of his:
time (a few extravagant enthufiafts excepted) -did-allow!it fo be ‘any".ihing:
better than a-human!' p_fodu&io‘h,-withoiit dny manner of authority an.the’
Church of God, may be feen by confulting the’ workstief. D Lardaer,.
Vol. 2. pi ga12zgaithe hateft editions: - ion T T e
“And if* Feromebelieved that St Jude, in his Epilile, had.a.reference: to
the Book i qachtion, doesit therefore fotlow; shit. he really:had fuch re-:

fetﬁpcc ? Or that Jerome believed that book to beauthentic 7 ‘T he fo;inerl,
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