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.,_‘luppoch Bulls: *¢ Morovor, they agsort
“that the King of 1 n"Lmd undor false
pretences and byhlse Bulls obtained
the dominion of Irelund, and le opin-
ion is (,ommonly held by them." “As-
sorantes etinm Dominum Regem Anglia
ex falsa suggestione of ox falsis Bullis
terram Hibernicindominium impetrasse
Ae¢ communiter hoe  tenentes”  This
national - tradition was preserved un-
broken throughout the turmoil of' the
fifteenth and sixteenth eenturies, and on
~the vevival of our historieal literature
in the beginning of tho sevenieenth
century and was 1elrlstclcd in'the puges
of Lyuch, Stcphcn White and othor
writers,

It will be well, also, while forming
our Judrrmcntlemu(hnfr the supposcd
Bull of Adrian, to hold in mind the dis-
tarbed state of sociely, especially in
Htaly, at the time to which it vefers.
At the present day it would be no casy
mattter indeed for such a forgery to
survive more than a few weeks. . Butat
-the close of the twelfth century it was
far otherwise, * Owing to the constant
revolutions and disturbances . that then
~prevailed, the Pontlift was oftentimes
obliged to fly from city lo. city; and
frequently his papers were seized and
- burned, and hc himsell' detained as a
hostage or o prisoner by his encmies.
k]lcncc it is that several forged Bulls,
<xamples of which are given in Cambre-
nsts fiversus, date hom these times.
More than one of the grants made to the
Norman families are now believed to
rest on such forgeries; and that the
Anglo-Norman adventurers in Ireland
were not strangers to such deeds of dark-
ness, appears (rom the fact thata matrix
for forging the Papal Seal of such Bulls
now preserved in the R. I Academy,
was found a fow years ago in the ruins
of one of the -earliest Annrlo Norman
monasicries founded by De Com cy.

- The circumstances of the publication
of‘ the Bull by Tonry were surely not
caleulated to disarm suspicion. Ourop-
ponents do not even pretend that it was
made known in Ireland till the year 1175
and hence, though publicty granted \\'1Lh
solemn m\'catltm e,as John of Salisbu ry's
testimony would . imply, and though its
record twas deposited in the pubhc
archives of the kingdom, this Bull;so
vital to the interests o( Lhe Ix ish Chm'ch,

"shou]d

-that Bull conld

hav _ 1'emmned dormant f‘m
twenty years, unnotmed in Romo, un-
nnticed by Henry’s courtiers, still more,
unnoticed by -the Irish Bxbhops, and I
will add, uhnoticed by the Continental
Sovercigns»so Jjualous of - the power and
preponderance of the Rnglish Monarch,
For such suppositions there is indeed no
paraliel in L\.e whole history of investi-
tures.

It is seldom, too, that the hand of the
impostor miy not be -detected in .some
at least of the minor details of the.spur-
ious document. In the present instance
maore than one ancient MS. preserves the
concluding formuta of the Bull: “ Datum
Romae,” dated from. - Rome. Now, this
simple Tormula would suffico of )Lself' to
prove the whole Bull to be a forgery.
Before the news of the clection of Pope
Adrinn - to the Chair of: St. Peter could

reach Bngland, that Pontiff was obliged

to seck {01 n.lfctym flight from his capi-
tal; Nome was in \cvolt, and Arnotd of -
Brescia sought to renew there a spectre
of the old Pm'm Republic. - John of
Salisbury, in his Polycraticus, faithfully
.lLtest\s that on his arrival.in Italy, the
Papal Court was held not in: Rome but
in Beneventum; it was in the city ho
presented to Pope Adrvian, the congratu-
tations of Tenry 1L, and he mentions his

-gojourn there during the three months

that he remained in [taly, This is fur-
ther confirmed by the Italian chronicles.
Baronius saw the inconsistency of the
formula Datum ZLlomae, with the date
1155, and henee, in' his Annals, he en-

tered Adrian’s Bull under the year 1159 ;

but, if this date be correct, surely.then
not have been brought
to Henry by John of \Sd[l\blll’y, and the
passage of the Metalogicus referring to it
must it once be admitted a for TOry. Other
historians have neen eqmlly puzzled to
find a year for this supposed Bull. For
instance, O'Halloran in his History. of
Ireland; while admitting that-the Irish
people .xlw‘\ys reg garded the Bullas a

Jorgory, refers its date ' to the ‘year

116%, that is,-eight years after the ddto
of Pope Adrian 1v. ~
‘Thereis only ote other roflection with
which I wish to detain the reader. The
condition of our country and the r elations
between freland and the English- King,

which are set forth'in the supposed Bull

are. precisely those of. .the year: 1172‘, ‘3




