
On th& Creed.

Nis gratuitous, unmnerited love; aithough tve are justifed freely by
,grace and not for our oen works and deservings-jith is the me-
diun through which that grace is imparted to us. Salvation is
freely affered to us; hut unless we heartily believe that Christ's me-
ritsare a full and sufficient satisfaction for the sins of the wbole worid,
we cannot be admitted into that covenant of grace, nor be made par-
takers of tie benefits of Christ's atonetnent and intercession.
Faith, upon the proffer of this merciful forgivençss, will entitle us
to those privileges; and by faith-and its necessary und corres-
pondent fruits-we are ensured of eternal salvation.

To the doctrines of the Gospel, therefore, contained in the
Holy Scipture and sunmed up in the Apostles' Creed, we are
commanded, as were ail those who experienced the compassion of
our Lord vliilst on earth, to make this hearty and undissembled
tonfession, Lord, I 6elieve-and when we discover in the revela-
tions of God recorded in his holy word, things hard ta be understood,
and pastfinding out, we are required, instead of seeking ta be vise
&above what is tritten-instead of doubting where we cannot clearly

discern, and rejeeting what we cannot comprehend-to bow,
inA entire submission, to the Go-d of Truth, and seek his guidance
and illuminatioD, with .his hunbe prayer, Lord, hAelp mine un-

The Creed is a clear and comprehensive epitome of the doctrinel
w'hich, through Christ, are essentially necessary to salvation ; and
ý*tbougb theloly Scriptures, as containing aIl things necessary
toe salvation, :are, in a more extended sense, our Creed, yet it
was exC-pedient to sum up the articles of indispensable belief into a
brif comipendiurm, that they might thereby be more readily learned,
zafre easily understood-, and more effectually retained by ail the
ya«fesscis of the Gospel-and that these being thus compressed
and learne& ight be, as it were, -,for !a sign upon their hand

ard ce ontlets betwecen their eyes.
Tis Creed. :though commonly called the Apostles' Creed, was

:nGt theircompositio; and although of very early compilation and
Anifstly containing the substance of !heir belief, it does not ap-

peartao have beenput inte its present form of tords b)y them. It
was îindeed, eustomarv for ,differe4 Churches ta bave different

Xeeds:; yet, - verthles a-t a very -early age, that summary of
Mie :hecarme ae! adopted which i since called the Apostles
{ 'eed -aa aippe!lation to which it is wel entitled from its perfect
a-reement with the d-à ct-rne of the Apostles contained in the Scrip-

trea ralso fror its exect corre9pandence witl the confessions of
ï«rth;eoxhurches which, in the extended meaning of the word,

e upthe yastolic lourck. Besidea, -this Creedi has been re-
.eA al ages :with tbe greatest veneration and esteen the

.Aeent bristians:testfy rheir reverence for it by the most marke4
ad aešesümpe ËW !and in farmer, as weïl as in latfr LtiU,


