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EDITORIAL,

DAVID'S CONFIDENT HOPE.

T'hou shalt guide me with Thy counscl aud afterwards
receive mo to glory, —Pa. Ixaii. 24,

Wo aro permitted to know something of the past
and can speak somowliat coniidently of the presout,
but what can wo know of the future? Although
much the largest portion of our skill, caro and
auxioty rofers to the future of this life the greatest
uncertainty hangs over all our purposes, and we
know not what a day may bring forth. Uur hfo
itsolf is oven a vapor that appeareth foralittlo time
and thea vanisheth away.—Is. iv. 14,

But here is 4 man confidently describing all his
course through life, a course unchanged through 211
the changes and temptations of time, with ita ter-
minus in ovorlasting glory. What peacocan com-
paro with this well grounded hope for both worlds!

Although David was a man after God’s own heart
he was in a world of temptation and siu, and like
other jzood men had his imperfections. He some-
times wont astray. On the present occasion he had
gono 8o far as even to decrade his mauhond and
jmitate the beast. He was ignorant, envious and
foolish. He looked at the things seen, and not at
the thicgs not scen. He saw the godly in sorrow
and poverty and disappointmentand concluded that
those afllictions were peculiar to them, while theo
wicked had full cups of happiness. They wore
proud and defiant, yet they escaped the sorrows and
poverty of the righteous. ‘Lhey even defied the
Almighty and were happy—had more than heart
could wish. ¥rom these reflections he concluded
that all his care and self-sacrifice were worse than
useless, that the wicked man was better off than he
was who had labored to gerve God aund do the right,
He might well compare his ignorance to the beast.
How could he tell what real trouble or happiness
the wicked hadi He mistook the present sced time
for the future harvest and made man’s enjoyment
and not his duty the rule of life. He was fast ap-
proaching the precipice of destruction and his feot
had well nigh slipped. He had not our privileges.
He had none of the New Testament to consult and
vory little of tho old, and in that little scarce a ray
of light on the future life. Since then light has
been increasing until He came who has .Solished
death and brought life and immortality to lighi
through the gospel. How many under the whole
blaze of gospel hfe feel and act as David did in his
ignorance when ho ‘‘was almost gone and his feet
had well nigh shipped,” they will not think of God’s
claims upon them; they will not look to the harvest.

ButDavid wentiuto the sanctuary of God and there
ho saw the latter end of the wicked, They had
happiuess, but 1t was sinful and short. They wore
stewards who had embezzled their Lord’s money,
and he saw them cowning to theic final doom. They
Jaughed, but it was the laugh of the mariac on tho
sinking ship, the higher they rose in the honor of
the world the deeper would be their plunge into
hopeless ruin, ‘‘As o dresm when one awakest, so,
O Lord, when Thou awakest Thou shalt despise
their image; but it is good for me to draw near to
God, I have put my trustin tho Lord God.” How
swest be felt his Creator's regard for him, how
blessed to havo communion with Him; ““Thou art
ever with me.” Earth's pleasures which I deecmed
po great ate not to he compared with Thee  Iven
Heaven's highest enjoyments are to be with Thee.
Fur without Thy presenco and Thy smile living is
tribulation and ctornity is undying dis-satisfaction,
#Whom have I in heaven but Thee and therv is

none un earth that I desire beside Theo,” ete.
1. Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel,
2 And arterwards receive me to glory,

1. Thou shalt guide me, oto.
of an infolifblo guide. He could not safely gmde
himself, s Isto mistake was a strong proof of
this. He had nearly gone and the prace and wercy
of God in taking him by the hand ere ho had made
the final shido Gillod his hoart with the love of God.
Ho aaw from that hour how much he needed a
guide. Woare all so rcady to go astray that it
would be madness to trust to our own wnderstand.
ing. Others also aro teady to go astray and 1t 18
equally dangerous totrust them to guidens. David felt
like Potor: Lord to whom shall wo go, Thou hust the
words of eternal hife, oto , ete., and he could trust
uetthor to himself nor to any man o guide him,
How many there are who are ready to lut go their
contidenco in Christ and follow the world for huppt-
ness. Oh, that they would stop and ask Poter’s
question, “Lord to whom shall wo go,” and return
to the Lord with their whole heart with David’s
resolution, Thou shalt guide me.

We have a strong propensity when wo feel our
need of a better guide to seck humau guides, It
is quite natural to have a high opinion of our par-
ents and forefathers, and we feol like following
them in tho journey to heaven. ff I dvas well as
my father has done who is now in heaven it will be
all right, is the language of many, for we are apt to
think that our fathers kuew more than we do as
they wero not only better, but groater men than
we aro. But admitting they were superior to us
both mentally and morally it will not folluw that
they should be our guide, for our advantages are
so far above theirs. Would wo consent to bo puid-
ed by them in temporal marters? Woold the farmer
take his father or grandfather as an example and
insist on cutting his grain with the sick'e brecause
they did s0,and on the grouad «f their superior
strength and wisdom? Certainly not, for ho feols
weli assured thatf his forefathers had the modern
reapers they would have yladly used them. Not-
withstanding all this thero is an impressiun that
wo should not deviate fro.n the example *hat our
forefathers have sot us in religion, becauss we con-
sider them grod, and if we dov as woll as they did
it is all that will be required of us, Let ussee how this
rule will work, If it is wrony for us to deviate fron,
the religiou of our immodiate patents it was equally
wrong for them to deviate from the religion of their
immediate parents and sn on to tho rewotest gen-
erations in the past. There was a time when our
forefuthers were Papists and by this reasuuing
their children and grand children to the remotest
gencrations should be tho same, aud we should all be
Papists. But we go still farther back and fisd thar
vur forefathers were Pagans, and it weuld follow
from the above reasoning that we tuo shuuld be
Pagaus. How blessed it is to have Gud fur our
guide. Our ancestors were under olligations to
Him for eyerything and were in duty bound 1o be
guided by Him, and we are under the same obli-
gations and responsibility which they were, They
could not think for us and canuot give an account
fer us, Lut evory ono of us must give an account of
himself to God. Others agsin think that their
ministers should be their aaides, and ask what 1s
the good of having ministers if wo can’t trust them
to puide us? Every faishful minister of e g spol
of Christ will urge the people to bohieve in the Lord
Jesua Christ and to trust to Him for overything,
Ho would not dare put himse)f forward as u ande
or ask the people to follow him any farther than
they are convinced he follows Christ. Gud 1s
pleased to guide His people, and v Him they can
roly with safoty. T'a ruwe infal We yude « b,
lod Da\jd gracivusly waits to gmde us und perwsits
nus to dotermine whether or not we will be gmded
by him.  But wo way ask how will he ymde us?
[mportant question.  God gmdes alf His creatures

| by their respuctive natures. He suides Inammate

‘creation by physical force. He does not reason
with inferior unimals, but guides thum by instinct,

David folt his need ‘

“tho ox knowoth hin ownet and th ass hia mastel's
crb,” He does not guids a man either by physical
force or by instinct. Hoe created him to bo a com-
pauion, set bim over the work of His hands, and as
a companion Hoe guides him by his understanding
and Hia affectione. The man whorofises to be guided
1 this way fs ftot under diviite governniont; But
must be treated as o rebel and broken in piocoes as
a pottor’s vessol. He giided David by His counsel,
told un what was right ard what was wrong; He
spoke to lam in a way which he conld understand,
and thus reasoned with him and gnided him so as
to shun the evil and pursue the right way, But
God gudes by the heart »4 well ds the dnderstand:
ing. When Ho shéd light on David’s pathway He
filed that bight with such astonishing gondness that
it dried up all his surtows and put a tew song in
his mouth, ¢ven praise to our God; He drew him
with what the prophet calls *‘the cords of a man.”
Thou shalt gnide me with thy counsel, Thou shalt
speak to me in a way which [ can dodetstand, admire
and lovo all the journey through.

Gad has spoken to us in these last days by His
Son whom Ho appointed heir of all things by whom
als) He made the worlds  Ho is called the Word
because Ho reveals the Father's character and will
in words s» plaih that a child inay understand Him.
“The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.”
Men saw Him, talked with Him and He with them.
He mingled with men so as to heal the sick and
raise the dead. e groaned fur other's sorkuws and
freely wopt with thoso that wept. Ho always called
himself the S of Man, and everyone who ap-
proached Him found a loving brorher as well as a
werciful Swviour. He led a life of such infiuite
loveliness that He declared that he who had seen
Him had seen the Father. G.d has given Him to
be a leader and commander to thoe peoplo. He
waits o be gracious and to guide us to His Father's
house. Ile has marked out the whole course for
us by His own example and kindly ca'ls us to fol-
low Him. e commands us to forsake sin and do
what Ho himsolf has dono before us. A lost sinfier
can learn from Jesus’ last cotninission hew He will
save him, for no counsel can be plainer than the
mossaze Heo sent by His apostles tu all the world,
“Go ye iuto all the world and preach the gospel to
overy creature,  He that belioveth and 18 baptized
shall bo saved, but ho that believeth not shall be
damned.” To read this testimuny of the Sun of
G.d along with the way the apostles preached and
the people were saved makes the matter as plain as
it conld be made, 8o that the true believer can be
certain how to come to Jesus. In the gospel God
tells us to lovk at His dear Son dying for our sing
and rising again for our justification. He thus dis-
plays His wisdom and love, and the gespel is Ris
power in saving every sue who believes him. He
vuides men lovingly by His boluved Son, Jesus
tells us that the path tu heaven 18 s0 narrow as to
be found only by fow ; let each oue of us be anxious
and careful to be ameng the fow. We have this
enci uragement, that Jesus has left His fuotprints
all alung the path and that He is the Way, the Truth
and the L.fo. To be near Him and hke Him is
safety. His cumpany will make every hardship
sweot.  To work and suffer for Him are tho seeds
of overlasting enjoyments and tho harvest is as sure
as His prunmse. Blessed priwvilege to fook to Jesus,
the author and finisher of our faith, who for tho
Juy that was set before endured the cross despising
the shame, and is et down on the right haad of the
throne of Gud. * Where I am there shall also My
wrant ha

2. And aftorwards recetve me to glory.

It 18 romarkuble how little account we have of
the death of the sants, The deaths of many of the
003t smtbont are not recorded ut all. Wo are called
to gaze npon tho fifo of Christ, but more especially
upou His death; but while we huve the record of
tho lives and labors of tho swiuts 0 warn,-ensour



