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70 OUR READERS.

This number closes the second volume of T
CHRIATIAN, and, judging from the past, it seems
the determination of its friends to sustain it.  For
this we feel thankful to our Ileavenly Father

"he numnber of its subscribers this year is consider-
ably over that of the s, and so is the number of
its contributors, thus extending its circulation and
giving greater varicty to its contents. This is
encouraging.

As those principally who are engaged in circu-
lating, reading, and conducting Tur CHRISTIAN
claim - not to be of those who draw back,” but
rather of those whose motto is onward and upieard,
may we not ask all not to desert it, but rather
push it forward  Can we not all, with the Divine
blessing, do morc for it next yea» than we have
this ¥ Many wish Tue Curistiax were larger, or
None wish it more than the
But considerate and experienced persons

that it came oftener
writer.
know somcthing of the difliculty of sustaining a
new paper of moderate circulation, and would
much prefer a monthly which clears its way, than
a larger and more expensive paper which sinks
money, then sinks itself—to the disappointment
and mortification of its patrons.

A semi-monthly would be plensanter to the
reader, but it requires twice the moncey to publish
it. Nearly every family can take the paper at 50
cents
misfortunes prevent worthy persons from paying
for it, it will be cheerfully sent to them gratis

To all who have aided us in the past we wish to
tender our hearty thanks, and we ask all friends
to uid us in the futurc We hope, through the
merey of Him whose cause we seek to advoeate, to
make Tue Cunristiax better in the future than in
the past. D. C.

And in the few cases where sickness and

EDITORIAL,

¢ In my Father’s house are many mansions, if it were
not so 1 would have told you; I go to prepare a place for
you. And if X gd and prepare a place for you I will come
again and receive you to mnyself that whereI am there ye
may be also, (John xiv, 2, 3.)

Jesus was now alone with the eleven disciples,
After Judas had gone out to betray Him to the
chief priests and to receive men and money for the
purpose, J:sus said: ‘ Now is the Son of Man
glorified and God is glorified in Him.” Xe told His
disciples that He was going where they couid not
follow Him now. And, although Peter declared
his readiness to die for Him, He told him that he

would that night deur Him thrice. Their dis-
appointment and sorrow weretwo-fold. First, the
Kingdom they had expected was new lost to them,
Zebedee's sons began to see their folly. It was all
a failure,  Again the society of Jesuswas inexpres-
sibly precious,  The dangers of land aud sea lost
ail their terrors when their Lord was nigh. The
longer they witnessed His loveliness and power
the harder it was to part. No friend could ever
fill His place.  * What will we do when Ie is
goned” was a dismu! gquestion which none of them
could answer, and they began to wonder if 1I¢ with
all they had expected from Iim was a failure.

Their trouble, though needless, excites the pity
of Jesus and He speahs to them words of hope.
Put the saume confidence in me you put in God, I
am not a man to fail or to deceive. You have lost
hope of a wordly Kingdom, but my dominions are
not confined to this world. My Father’s house is
large and in it are many mansions. I go away not
to forsake you but to preparo for you a house and
then return and take you to myself, there to live in
happiness forever.

Let us consider:

1. The Father's house }vith its many mansions,

11. That Jesus has gone to prepare a place for
Iis redeemed.

ITL. IIis promise to come againand receive them
to Himself.

I. The Father's house with its many mansions.

Some suppose that ihe saints will inherit many
mansions; that is, have a home in these different
mansions and sing,

“ YWhen I can read my title clear

T'o mansions in the skies.”
Others think that the different mansions are for
separate classes of the redecthed, who will occupy
higher or lower places according to their character
and worth.  *‘For one star different from another
star in glory so also is the resurrection of the dead.™
But Jesus says nothing about different mansions for
His people but of ene place.  Although there are
many in Iis Fatlier's house, IIe only speaks of one
for them.

Every house is builded by some man, but He
who built all things is God.  CGod’s house then is
the universe, for e built it all. The carth is so
small a part of God’s house that were it blotted
out it would be no more missed than a leaf from &
forest or a grain of sand from the shore.” ITow wise
and gentle His rebuke to the disciples who prized
so highly its glory and felt its loss so deeply!

While it is plain that the Father’s house means
the universe, the many mansions obviously mean
the worlds that fill it.  Of these worlds and their
inhabitants we know but little, but certain rays
from the sacred page fill us with adoring awe.
¢ By Jesus were all things in heaven and carth
created, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions, principalities or powers, all things were
created by im and for Him : and Ie is before
all things and by Him all things consist.” (Col. i.
16-17.) And while we may not now look into
these mansions nor see that innumerable company
of angels who inhabit them, we are glad to learn
that they all belong to the IIead of the Church and
are forever pouring the revenues of glory into the
riches of Christ.

e R it mads s Bivine,

L. Jesus has gone to prepare a place for His re-
decmed.

Although angels inhabit the many mansions in
the universe, yet Jesus prepares a place for those
Ile redeemed. Ie took the nature of man but not
of ‘angels. Tle came 10 man’s abode but not to the
abode of angels. IIe died for man and not for
angels, and for man he prepares a place, The glory
of that place eye hath not scen nor ear heard nor
how Jesus prepares it,  All we can kuow of that
place and the way to itis by knowing Jesus, for He

is the way the truth and the life. He informs us
that in the last judgment the King shall say to
thom on ILis right hand, ¢ Come ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world,” &c. If man
by sin was separated from God and lost that king-
dom, who so competent to prepare it again as the
Son of God, who redeemed man and reconciled him
to God by Ilis own blood?

But Jesus going to preparo a place was with a
view to IIis second coming and its grand purposes.
For the joy set before ITim Ile endured the cross
and despised the shame, and with the same in view
ITe prepares this place which leads.

III. To his promise to come again and receive
them to himself.

This prom’se is glorious for many reasons. 1st.
For ity simplicity. e always speaks as God: ““I
will come and heal him;”» T will, bgthou clean;™
T ascend to my Father and your Father, and now
I will come again and receive you unto myself,”
&c  All his promises are free and clear and sur-
rounded with glorious majesty. 2nd. From its
import, receive you unto myself, &e. This implies
that, though unconfined to space but filling all
things, He has a set place or headquarters whence
issue Ilis power and word and glory, clsowhero
called ¢ the throne of Ilis glory, *and ITe comes to
receive Ilis people to this place—to mysely, that
where I am there ye may be also 1t was not enough
that Iis brethren should share, in common with
apgels, the stream of the river of God, but that
they should be present with the Lord to behold and
drink of it at its source. He asked Mtis Father for
this: ¢I will that they also whom Thou hast given
Me be with Me where I am, that they may behold
My glory," &c., John xvii.,, 24 ; and at different
times declared, ‘¢ Where I am there shall also my
servant be.”” Ile will certainly come to make good
all these great and precious promises Ly which we
are made partakers of a divine nature. The hope
of sceing and enjoying Ilim purifies the heaxt,

John was permitted to gaze on the throne and
see two classes of worshippers of the Lamb, and
also to see their respective places and hear their
different songs  One class was made up of all the
angels; they stood round about the throne, or, as
we understand, in ‘‘the many mansions: their
song was, “Blessing and glory and wisdom and
thanksgiving and honor and power and might be
unto our God, forever and ever.” None enquired
whenee they came or who they were, this being
their native home. The other class was composed
of a great multitude, which no man could number,
of all nations and kindred, and tongues; they stood
before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed in
white robes and palms in their hands; they'were
in full sight of Tlis face, who sat upon the throne,
or rece.ved by Jesus to Mimself. Their song was,
‘‘Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb.” The elderasked John,
** What arc these which are arrayed in white robes?
and: whence came they? ® and answers him, ““These
are they which came out of great tribulation and
have washed their robes and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before
the throne of God * * * and Ile that sitteth upon
the throne shall dwell among them,” &ec., &e.
Rev. vii.

This chapter describes what the fulfillnent of
Jesus® promise shall be, and the difference between
the many mansious and the place he has gone to
prepare, and of those who shall inhabit each,

God’s redecming love, is heights and depths,
which far transcends the intelligence of angels and
so clludes their grasp—and although they have
gained new knowledge in beholding the ““man of
sorrows,” and new joy when sinners repent, it is
not till they come with him in countless millions
when Tle descends to bring home s ransomed
bride, and when they see Him and all the redeem-



