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ENGLAND.

CHILDREN'S MISSIONS IN LONDOH.

—

«The Children's Special Sorvice ds-

k jion,” is ono of those quiet, carnestagencies
B for good in which ovangelic and unsectari-

f ingso happily at the preront day.

an men inLondon and out of it are umit-
Its
origin is recont, but it ie rapidly taking a

¥ hold of the attention of the Christian pub-
R lo, and commending itself to their sym-

B Clureh  of
| Toschers, especinlly, to make more direct

Its great aim is to lend the

pathios.
Christ, and Sundny-school

B and carnest efforts for the present salvation
B of children. Its membersbeliove, not only

n sowing good seed in young hearts, but
n reaping fruit from it, and seok to ox-
tend the snme faith to others. Its origin

¥ Theliove istiaceable to the interest produc-
E od by a vimit of Mr. Hammond, the cnld-

ren's Evangelist, to London, some fifteon
yoors ago.  Then the hearts efsome of the

j principal workers wers drawn to this form

of effort, aud services begun which have
ever pince been maintained with ever-
growing oatisfaction. The principal of
these are two, the ono in the south of Lon-

f don, at Surrey Chapel, (once Rowland

Hill's, now Newman Hall's) of which the
Mesars. Tyler are and have all along been
tbeleading spirits. Having been present
eue afternoon when tho whole subject was
discuesed at last Mildmay Conference, I
wai anxious tosee for myself what I could
of these special services for the young, es.
pecislly where they had heen longest in
operation, At Burrey Chapel the regular
mostings are held on Sunday, Tuesday and
Thursday evenings., Atone of the laiter I
was recontly present and beheld with great
jakrest and satisfaction the quiet, earnest,
kving, orderly manner in which every-
thing wasconducted. The place was a
large sckool-room huvg with the usual
feripture toxts, maps, &c. The leadors on
tho platform wers all young men, all
mgaged in business throughous the day,
but they had evidently left that in ke
ofices aud ware-houses and were hero
with the most tender and affectionate
ynrning seeking to lead the little ones to
Jusus. Among the children were their
sshers, mostly young women, aiding
i keeping order and otherwise promoting
& object in view. The gathering num-
Mred about & hundred and fifty—much
smaller than it eften is, especially in tha
winter. The exorcises consicted of fre-
quent singing of biymns, short prayers,
reading of Scripture, with a simple Gospel
sddress based upon the story of the
Imsalites’ deliverance from Egypt, and the
typical promise, * When I ses the blood I
will passover ycu.” The prayers wore all
wry brief, sometimes silent, sometimes
spaeinl in complisnee with special requests,
 which the children were invited to put in
dwing the singing of & lymn. It was
viry touching to see a little boy of eight
slepup fo his kind friend and whisper to
him $hat he wisled to be prayed for, thai

& “he might love Jesus,” then a little girl

stking prayer for ther sick aunt, another

B ior Lev brothers and sisters “that they

night be brought to the Saviour,” axd
sother “that sho might become more
Iko Jesus.” Exactly at the end of an
dur those who wished to leave were
sllowed to doso and the rest (by far the
Jarger part) remained for half an hour more
o convorsation and prayor, in which the
@ildren weve dealt with personally as far
M pogsible, being gathered in little groups
spart by tho teachers aud leaders of the
meeling. "Fhen at the clows of this follow-
4 2 meeting with young peoplo of more
dranced sge and nuderstanding, in which
" :Ox‘ercises wero of a vory similar char-
or.
The other Central Services are lheld in
8 North of London, in St. Jude's Ele-
uedtary School, Millmay Park, in the
ish of which the late Mr. Penefather,
Ppriverly “Presidont of this _ Mission, s0
el known for his high-toned Christian
hilanthropy, was rector. Ineed not do-
ibe tho excrcises here, as they closoly
) solnble those just detailed, convarsation
Reeling and all, with somo additions to be
bliced hiereafter. The Superivtendent of
isJusiah Spiers, Lsq., * The Child-
s Evangelist,” though since giving
nelf, his time, and his means freely to
i York, hio hias been colled fo occupy &
ik wider sphero of usefalness. Mo was
4 cortain vxtont enlisted in $he work ub
) time of Mr, Hammond's visit, but more
still whoen five years age, on the
498 of Llandudno, a beauliful watering-
% in the North of Wales, the thought
¥red to him fo gather the liitle ones
[dhim fo sing solne hymne, and
Sbextupon the wmuds, we seme of
FWoders, ey wmomber tesing the

i!icident graphically comamemoeratod in oue
of tho ohildren's illustrated papers. Now
tho movement in his hands has token the
shape of o regular summer campaign, n
enccession of seaside corvices, for a weok or
two ot each place, twico a day on the
beach, whon fire. 0= commonly a third in
the ovening in somo public hall. At the
Iattor of these alone was tho after meeoting
practicablo otherwise they were much the
same, a8 T had the opportunity of observing
when prosent recontly with much enjoy-
ment ot Bastbourne, a few miles oagt from
Brighton. Sometimes the rhildren with
their littlo woodon spades forr: an amphi-
thentra of sand o the sloping beach with
tiors of seats, in which they love to gather
with their friends in congrogations of hun-
dreds, and snmetimrs oven thousands.
They show o groat love for their kind
friend Mr, Spiers, who in lemperament,
acqueintance wlth the truth, and powers of
song and speech is admirably qualified for
his work. Of course he needs assistance
and receives it freely, and I have some.
times heard at one meeting voices from
Australia, the United Statos and Canads»
as well as Europe. Yhe meatings aro al-
ways happy and somotimes deeply im-
pressive, and often things are learned
afterward which tell of unseen workings of
the Holy Spint, very wonderful and beauti-
ful. One father told me how his little son
of twelve had for some timo been very
anxious about his soul, but had never felt
suro of tho Saviour, when one day a strang-
or told them of & lady who, in semewhat
the same siate, was visited by a minister
who talked long with her, but eould not
getb ber to see that Christ was offering her
salvation, and what she had to do was
simply $o accept the offered gift. When
they went to tes, as she was filling the
oups her friend expressed a wish for some
tea and continued to ropeas that wish more
and more urgently $hough the cup was ex-
tended to him, and pressed upon him, till
she saw the lesson he was trying to im.
press uipon: her, and without longer delay
aecepted Chtist's offered meroy and becameo
» happy believer. The dear little hoy, as
he listened, in turn found his difficulties
and doubts vanish and happiness and peace
fow in Jike axising tide, and whereas the
night before in his very dreams ho was
praying for mercy, that night he could
hardly sleap for thankful joy, and since
that, his father added, ho has been & very
different child indeed. In many such
cases of Fopeful and happy conversion,
these unwearied workers find their rich re-
ward. And not only do they aim speei

slly at bringing the children to realize
salvation, but most careful consuderation
is given to what will strike every thought-
ful reader as & most important and yet
most difficult matter, viz., thewr after case.

o take them at once into the full mem-
borahip of the Church is felt in most cases
to bo undesirable. To leave them to make
out for themselves as best they could would
bo a wruel and most unwise neglect. With
tho wisdem of the thrifty old Bcotch far-
mor, with the prize flock of sheep, who,
when asked the explanation, simply said,
T aye tak’ care o' the lambs;" remember-
ing, too, the injunction of the Great Shep-
hord, so solomnly given, “Feedmy lambs,”
thoy have given a good doal of attention to
providing what Mr. T. B. Bishop, honorary
seoretary of the Mission, calls *a Fold for
the Lambs,” i an mteresting hittlo pamph-
let published by organ & Scott, which I
would commend to any of your readers
wishing fuller informstion. Sevoral plans
havo been tried, ot winch the two principal
are coLnected with the two Central Lonilon
Seorvices of which I ltave spoken. At Mild-
nmny tho prominent 1dea scoms to have
been to secure a continued watchful foster-
ing care of the young belisvers by commut-
ting them 1 groups of two or threo (nover
moro then fivo), to tho peculiar caro of
some person of riper knowledgo sund ex-
porience, and frequently gathermg them
for purposes of mutusl acquaintanco and
edification.  Theso sre known as ‘‘The
Christien Instruction Class,” and betweon
them and the ordmary attendants at meet-
mg», is o0 mtermediate group knows as
the “Proparation Class,” composed of the
most carnest of tho yeunger children, and
placed under the caro of carefully selec.tcd
members of the Chrstisn Insiruction
Class,” so that the latter have at once wor‘k
provided for them n the service of thoix
Saviour. Theso classos, which have not
vol been o year in  existence, number 189
in tho first mentioned, undor ﬂ{‘ eare °“f
85 workors, and m tho,'Praparation Class
181.

At the Surrey Chapol Mission tho‘ chil-
dren giving evidence of faith in Ch‘rm e
united for fellowship in “The Children’s
Christian Band,” begun with 1879. since
when 840 children have beein mlmlue‘d.‘M
of whom have joined various Christian

Chwrohes. The need of auol organisation

was early eeon, as the little ones  when
showing carnestness, capecially nmong
lada of the poorer olass, were most sevoro.
ly and cruelly perseouted by their com-
panions, By this Band it was sought to
securc for them mutual sympathy, prayer,
and kindred company, as well s, by rogu-
lar moetings, fostering nurture,

Various modifications and combinationa
of these two principal mothods have bocn
tried elsewhers, such as *“The Young Chris-
tians' Associntion” (100 mombers, one half
of whem ate over 15 yoars), connceted
with Mr. Wigner's services at the Now
Cross ; tho “Mutual Association of Believ«
ing Lads,” and the “*Chnstian Girl's Asso-
ciation,” at Dr, Baraard's East End Ju-
venile Mission,

Ag to whother ihe rosults of thess offorts
aro likely tc bo ronl and lasting, Mr.
Tyler's account of the first hundred chil
dren admitted into the “Band,” is, I think,
most significant and hopeful. At the end
of throe years a careful enqwiry whowed
that fifteen had joined the church and wero
most of them Sabbath-school tsachers;
thirty-eight wero still in attendance upon
the children's services, and were conamstent
in behaviour; tho thirfy-ninth attendant
was ths only one ascertained fo bo unsatis-
factory; seventesn occasionally atiended,
being connected with other denominations;
tirenty-siz had removed to a distance, o
gone into service; four slept in Jesus. In
all, sizty.siz, with whem intimacy was
maintainod, wero belioved to be Christian
children.

And now, iu closing, I cannot but ask
myself, Why should we not have some
such work in Camnda ? I foar its Sabbath-
schools en the one hand, and ehurches on
tho ether, are not so eomplete soparately
and conjointly as to make it wnnecessary,
especisily in the larger towns. I am satis-
fied that some measure or modification of
it would bs worth trying in the ecffert to
“bridgo the gulf” botween the Sabbath.
school and the Church.

CANADIAN ABROAD,

London, Sept., 1878.

P.8.~1 find Mr. Spiers now in Liver.
pool, with two or three series of ohildren’s
sorvicea on hand, which are being attended
by large sumbers and with much interest.
‘When complete some further notice may
ba taken of them ; menntineo it is interest.
ing to note that in London a *Children’s
Evangelistio Band" of willing and suilable
workers has been formed for the winter's
campaign. They are arranged indivisions,
each withats captain, under whose direction
they meet for prayer and conference, and
go forth to hold meetings when invited.
My last evening in London was spent at &
more general conference of Christian work-
ora, at ths “Edinburgh Castle" Mussion
Hall, where Reginald Ratchffe was the
ohief speaker. I wish I could give your
renders some idea of the desp aud wide-
spread longing aftex vevival whish pervades
the ranks of these men and women at pre-
goni, but want of timo aud space forbid even
$he attempt.

Let me correst the account rocently given
of a child cured of spinal curvature. Its
age wag nine, apd the instrument of the
cure was Dr. Culus, of Boston, of whoso
Asylum for Incurablo Consumptises so in-
toresting an account is givon in the last
aumber of the Sunday Magazine.

C. A.

Laverpool, Oct. 9, 1878.
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Presbyterian Union,

Editor BRITIsH AXBRICAN PRESBYTERIAN.

Str,—In  letter wriiten by Mr. 3MoTay-
ish, of Woodstoock, which appeared in your
Iest 165u0, exceptions are taken to certainof
the terms upon which it1s proposed that
the differont branches of Presbyterianism
m this land should form themsolves into
one Church. Threo things are objected to;
tho first of them being one of the subordi-
nate resolutions sccompanying tho basis,
and which 16 worded as follows *— ‘That the
practice at present followed by congrega-
tions 1 regard to modes of worship shall bo
allowad, and that further action in comnee-
tion therewith shall bo left te tho legisla-
uon of the United Church™ *“This pro-
posal wall, if adopted, rendor permaneut,”
Mr. McTavisk says, “things of which he
disapproves.” He does not state what theso
$hings aro ; but it may be assumed that they
aro matters cencerning whiclhi-congregations
have received hberty to act as they them-
seives may choose to detormine ; and, if so,
no matier what may become of the above
proposal, that liberty will not bo jnterfored
with. It s further objected to the resolu-
tion in question, -*that it binds the Chuioh
to sanction it knows not whai” In reply
to this, it is sufficiont to aay that Presby-
terianism practices no voncoalments. Tho
frecdom exercised in rogard to medos of

worship meang simply the freedom #ane-
tioned or allowed by tho negotiating Ohuroh.
03, and what that amounts to no ono need
havo any difficulty in discovoring,

Another gerious chavge hins respest to &
quostion beaving upon the subjeet of the
Headslup of Clinist over tho Chureh, The
Union Commttea ave ncoused of having
failed to implement the metructions given
to them by tho Assembly of 1872, which
wero to the effeot that an endeavour should
be mada to secure from the Committeo of
ono of the negotinting Churches o satisfac-
tory statemont on the above mentioned sub-
jeot. The duly here specified was discharg-
ed, and from the manner ;n which 1t was
performed, the Committee,as Mr. McTavish
admits, recoived thanks and commenda.
tion from the Assombly. Authontative
documents were lazd upon tho table which
showed clearly the position occupred by the
Church as to tho post 1n question. Lot it
be vbserved that tho Headship of Chrnst
over the Church, as the expression 18 hLere
uged, means to all practical intents mmply
the nght and duty of the Church to govern
its procedure Ly the word ef God, free from
all State control or interforence, A brief
quotation from one of the documents refer-
rod to will show in what light this matter is
regarded by the sister Church, In the
“*Act of Indopendence,” as it ie tormed, we
find this olmim put forth on bLehalf of the
Supreme Court of that Church, namely :—
“That the Synod has o porfeatly free, full,
final, supreme, and uncontrolled power of
jurisdiction, discipline, and government in
rogard to all matters ecclesinstionl and spir.
itual, over all the ministers, elders, Church
members, and congrogations under ite care,
without the right of reviesw, appeal, com-
plaint, or reference by or to any ether Court
or Couris whatsoever, in any form, or wan.
der any pretence.” This—and there is a
good deal more to the same effoat—is surely

strong eneugh o satisfy the most advaneced
sssertors of Chiureh authority and indepen-
dence. 'What, then, it may be asked, is
the obatacle 4o tho cordial noceptance on
all sides of a document containing so un-
mistakable utterances as these? The Act,
a8 it appears, was framed and put in foree
soon after the troubles that culminated in
in the disruptien of 1844; and the epoch
whieh thus marksits origin causes it to be
disliked by some. “It was regarded,’ Mr.
MoTavish tells us, “by the fathers of the
disruption not only as not justifying the
conduct of $hose who passed it, but as mot
oven a#n honest document, and designed to
mislead $he paople.” What measure of
truth there may bo in this implied chargo
against those fathers we cannot say. It is
human to err, and we ought not to wonder
romoh if some of them did err, and we ought
not to wonder much if some of them did
err in the way of forming rash judgments,
kinco periods ef controversy and division in
the Church heve always been marked by a
greas dealof mutual mistrust and alienation.
But those days are long past, and the time
has now come when the least lenient judge
of the motives of others should be ablo to
woigh impartially & document such as this
is, and to accept or reject it wholly upon its
intrinsic merits, With the designs that en-
tered into its origin we have nothing to do
beyond exercising in relation to them the
charity thut hopeth all things, The past
may be left to nnswor for itgolf, otherwise
and elsewhers than here and to ns; it is
the Church of the present that we have to
transact wath; and no one can feel that it
peeds any strotch of charity, or more than
ordinury candour, togive creatt for sincerity
to the honoured brethren who profess, to-
day, their adherence to that Act, and their
acceptance of if, evon ns a term of mimsto-
rial communion,  The only other point in
the letler under review requiring to be no-
ticed, is the chargo that a change for the
worse hna been rocently miade in the fourth
artiele of tho basis.  Im its onginal form
this aiticle read as follows :—"“That the
Church while cherishing Christian affection
towards the whole Church of God, and de-
siring to hold fratornal intercourse with itin
its soveral branches, as opportuxity offers,
shall, as the same time, regard itself as be-
g 1 such ecclemasgtioal relations to
Churches holdmmg the same docirine, gov-
ernment, and discipline with :iself, as that
mmsters and probationers from these
Churches she!l bo reccived into thig Church,
subject to such regulations as shall from
tune to time bo adopted.” *In this shape,”
a3 Mx. MoTavish states, “the article has al-
ready been bofore sessions and Presbyteries,
and in this form it seemss to command his
approval, or at all events to escape lus con-
sure. As 1t appears, however, m the min-
ues of laxt Assembly, two words, noted
above by their being put iu italics,have boen
altered. The such is omitted altogather,
and the as finds its place nsurped by an and.
The curious may look at the resolution in
the light of theso muute changes, which
roduce tn Mr. McTavish's estimation a
ifferoncs in moaning of quite a vital char-
acter. Im itsoriginal form,* he says, “the
extent of tho proposed relations with other
Churchos was defined and linited; as we
havo «& now that is unlimited.” Andif, as
ho furthar atates, the phrase unlimited or
undefined relntions has any mesning, what
follows ? Tlus for one thing, that “all the
sona of the Erskines and Gillespio, of Chal-
mers and Bayns,muat be ready to tuke their
places in the prosent Kstablished Church of
Seotland,” and to confess that they have
“aithor been knaves or martyrs by mistake.”
“If any ene,” he adds, “‘can adopt it-—the
atlicle, to wit, in itsnew dress—without
focling of humilistion, we ask if he is yre-
pared to humiiiate wa who cannot do so, for

-
v

- ltap———

drive us from ths Church 2" Now, we beg
- assuré our oxcallent friend that he js
quits mistaken in this instance as to hia
prowmiser. The grievanco which ho thiuks
80 woighty as to werrant eminous hinda of
secession, ia not an actual one; it is,iny ving
of faot, 88 shadowy an is tho aiull that
dreama are made of,having no more authen-
tic an origin than is to be found ina  oleri-
enl error, or o mistako of the printer. No
«hinnge whatever has keon made i the ar-
tisle, a8 nay bo seen by turnng to the
minutes of the last meeling of the Joint
Committes, or to thoso of the Just Synod of
the Sister Chureh, That it should have
come forth somewhat inacourately printed
in the muutes of last Assembly is » thing
to bo regretted certninly.

I close by expressing an orrnest hops that
Mr. McTavigk, and tho other cateemed and
beloved brethron who act with him, may, on
veflection, come to look more kindly on
theso univn resolations,wlich have met witk
ruch genoral and hearly coneurrenco in
the ;Supteme Courts of all the Preshy-.
tevian Churches in Britisk North America.
Tho proposed basis hasthe merit of omitting
nutlung which the present one noludes. It
should be specially welcome to svery offico-
boarer and member of the Canada Presbys
terian Church,innsmuch as it iz meroly a re-
torn {0 the simplicity of hy-gone
days, days when each section of
the now Unpited Church was content
to avcept as its subsrdinate stand.
ards the Westminster Cenfession of Faith,
together with larger and shorter catechisms,
adding only, 28 i3 now propossd to be done,
and precisely to the samo_affoct, a brief ex-
Slnnnto ncte in regard to the power and

uty of tho civil magistrate.

Yours truly,
Ronxar Uk,
Gederioh, Oot. 17, 1878,
e ee————y
Query.

Xddtor BRITINT AMERICAN PRESBYINGILN,

My Dgar Sir,—I would like to asvee-
tain through you on whatl prineiple the
Rev. John Laing, late principal of the Ot-
tawa Femalo College, is oligible for a calk
te one of the congregations of the Canads
Presbyterian Church? I caunot find his
name on the roll of any of our presbyteries,
nor on that of our probatjoners. I cannot
find either from owr minutes of Assembly
that application was made for his reception
into eur Church at the sitting of our Su.
preme Court in June last. 'What, then, is
the rolationship which ho holds to our
Church ? Will Jon or some of your corres-
pondents answer ?

Srero.

Ventiladion.

In ordinary cases, carbonic acid is what
wo have to pot rid of.  One twenty-fifth of
one per cent is a normal quantity; five
times that, or one-fourth per cent, affeets
candlo, a8 tested by the photometer. The
human frame is nrpm'ently loss sensitiva,
and we do not foel the presence of thres or
four times the normal quantity of this gas;
althongh thu organic exhalations that oftem
accompany it may compel us to veutilate
for the sake of comfort.

A man wounld expire a quantity of cacbonie
acilin aa hour suflicient to impregnato a
thousand cubie feot of air to the oxtont of
one twenty-fifth of one per cenc (.04 p. e);
but as the nir already holds that amount 1m
a normal stato, ho will, of course, oxpire
sufficiont to ramo the percentaga of twe
thousand cubic feet from .04 to .06, whioh
we have stated to bo the limit that ought
not to bo pnssed ; therefore we must sup-
ply two thousand cubic feot of frosh air
hourly per man. Donkin's estimato of the
carbanic neid given off is one-half greater
than the above; ho therofore states that
three thousand eubic feot per man are ra-
quired. De Chaumont coucludes that our
standard of purity ought not to be lower
than .6; and, assuming Smith’s cstimante
to bo correct, we ought to add one-half te
the number of feot stated by him, and de-
mand that threo thousand enbic feot per
man be introduced hourly. This sddition
is made on neconnt of the fact that the
gases diffuse themselves vory slowly and
unequally, and when tu.e dranght is strong
(ns in a small room), not at all. If now
we could change the air of a room at the
rato of onco every ten minutes, we should
renew the air six times an hour; and
each man, if allowed five hundred cubie
feet of space, would get his thren thousand
cubic feet of air per hour. But the fact is
that such rapid ventilation is not fo be ex.
pected ; and the leagt spaca that it is safe
to allow por head 13 & thousand fect. To
})rovide for the supply of throo theusand
cet por lhour, 80 that the velocity f the
current at the point of ontrance shrll nok
oxcced fiva feot por sccond, forty-eight
square inches of total inlet and outlot area
sh uld be provided. In cold weathor we
can endurs much moro than .08 por asnt
of carbonie acid; and tlus isan im[x)ovbant
point in our cold chimate, whea the air
must be warmod before it is b odud: de—
T. Sterry Huni, LL.D., in Herall of
Health.

b

Orrins o INbu.—~Tho counus of 1972
showaa poputlation vf44.601 in Caloutia, 644,
405 in Bombay, and 805,440, in Madras. In
Calcutta ihare were 839,857 walos and 147,
744 femalor, or iwo to one. In DBombay
there were 859,716 males and 244,689 fe.
males, or fiva males fo threo femnles,
There wero nearly 200,000 Hindoos in CMs
entta, aud above 400,000 in Bumbay, 181,
000 Mahomatans iu Caloutia, and iexs than
188,00 in Bombay.



