THE GOOD NEWS,

GRASPING THE PROMISES.

%, on a September motuning in 1857, 1
%W a young boy, of about fourteen years
.2ge, lying on one of the charpsys,
e"demly in much suffering. On going up
' him, T asked him about his illness; on
V'h.ich he replied that he helonged to the
Yrtillery, and on the tharch up from Cal-
tta had, as usual, been sent one day to
;'e::?ra horse. The animal had become
Ive, and had thrown him. In conse-
Juence the poor boy had his leg broken,
. received some internal injuries.
e What is your name?” I asked.—
Wllly,”
Je;;i)g?r you Aknow anything of the Lord
G"O’f whom #"—« Of Jesus, the Son of
od,”

'for‘:l rever bad my schooling much cared
)80 I dou’t know anything about him.”
Can you read ?”—«Oh yes, ma'am.”
ch\l. asked if I should sit down on his
Yoa’POy, and tell hiwm about Jesus. «If
U please, ma’'am.  But it must be very
‘ Mff' for I'm a poor ignorant boy; so you
o Please begin from the beginning.”
peq ow do you mean, Willy#” « Why,
B % bard and plain; tell me how I may
ko Saved.  Speak as if I were to die in an
ur,”

Je“I will try; but first Jet us pray that
U8 may be with us, and teach me how
ki Peak, and teach your heart to come to
my
iy en T had prayed, I told hitm, as sim-
,n{ia“’_l could, the story of the creation
ang of may’s fall; and of the birth, life
& death of the Son of Ged “to save
i TUined pace” He listenea with great
g 'est, apd then asked me to tell him
“3,0“7 he could be made one of the “ litile
0?}‘ . Who should be saved.
prll.ﬂ tell you a Bible story, Willy, to
X 42‘“ it,” and Iopened my Bibleat Mark
Ata‘oh ma’am, please, it’s easier to under-
% you tell it; the book words are so
yolklh harder”——« 1 do not think, Willy,
‘Vrlilt Wil find this word bard. God has
mo2eh it so simply, that little ehildren
“Y learn and love it. Many children

558

hve beett led to Jesus” I then read to

‘ him the story of Bartimeus.
On entering one of otr Indian hospi- |

«Now, ma’am, will you please tell me
what that blind man has to do with me;
for I can’t get my leg made well all of a
sudden now.”

“ Willy, do you know you are just like
that blind man #’—¢1 don’t see how that
can be. I've got two eyes, and can see as
plain as possible.”

“Yes; God has been so kind as to give
you and me our bodily sight; but your
poor heart is blind; every day is bringing.
you nearer to the world of spirits, and yet
you have been living in sin—going on
the straight road to hell.”

+«Yes, ma’am, but then I don’t see as
how I’'m so much to blame. I've scarcely
ever heard a word of these things; and
father and the men are mostly drunk and
cursing.”

« Well, now at least you have been told
of Jesus. Will you come to him #—« I
don’t see as how I can; he’s not in the
world now.”

“ Yet, Willy, he is near us, in this very
room. Just as you cannot see your soul,
so you canuot see God, because he is a
Spirit.”

« Then how can I go to him like the
blind man ¥— Why, lift your heart to
him. think of him, believe his word, believe
he is present listening to you, and pray to
him; tell him all your thoughts and wants;
tell him how you have forgotten him up
to this time.”

«] don’t know how to pray; I dont
know what 1 want, except not to go to the
place of torment.”—« V\?e]l, begin with the
blind mat’s prayer: ¢ Jesus have mercy on
nle-, ”

« Yes, ma'am, but I don’t see now how
Tl know he hears me. He won't answer
e aloud.”—«No, Willy, but he has had
this story, and all his Bible, written for us.
They are God’s own message to us; and
vou must simply believe the message, and,
like Bartimeus, rise, and come to him, and
expect he will change your heart.”

«T should think, ma’am, if it's true he
died for us, he must want to save us.’—
“Yes, he has sent me here this morning
to tell you of him; and you must take the
message 1 bring you from him, just as if
you heard him speak aloud. Here is a
little Bible for you; and when I am gone,



