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THE COPY-BOOK TANCLE.

HEN BOOKS AND NO-
TTIONS annoutced that
the putilic school writing
would be sold for six
copy after the fivst
of July w,e thought we were re-
cording w prospectdve fauct.  But it
wis more  prospective  than  we
thought.  Still the Education Depart-
ment had sald that sueh would e the
case; and, though we recognized that
stich reduction meant a decrease in
profits to the publisher, jobler and re-
taller, we had no reason to believe that
the department was mislcading the
public ¢ .d did not expcetl its regula.
tlons to be carrled out. ‘Lo fail to
fullill {ts promises would have caused
the Department to lose prestige In
the eyes ot the people of Ontario, and
we had no idea that the regulations
would not be carricd out. We tsated in
vur jast issue that we still had conti-
dence in the department's power to do
what it said it would do.  Subsequent
results, of which we have authorita-
tive information, shows that the De-
purtment will fulfill its promises; nnd
un January 1st, 1898, the retail price
of the copy books will be six cents
aplece. ‘I'rue, there has been n delay
of 8ix months, the publisher has had
more profits, the jobber a greater
volume of sules, aud the retailer has
not lost. Only the consumer has not
guined anything, and perhaps we may
add the Departmnent, for procrastina-
tion should not be the attribute of any
authority. The inquisitive rcader may
be anxious to know the cause ofthe
delay, even while hie has fouand it prof-
itable. On this point Books and No-
tions has nothing to say beyond what
has. been sald previously, There wns
some sort of hitch or milsunderstand.
ing in the arrangements for reduction
of price, and as a result certain per-
sons have gained and certain persons
lost. In these days of busincas skill,
qagreements to be binding must be
drawn in a very skillful manner, and
fortitied in cvery possible way. Busi-
ness integrity of the last quarter of
the nineteenth century obeys not the
spirit of the law, but only the letter
of it. Conscanently no person will de-
nounce any business man for taking all
the advantage he can of life's oppor-
tunitics, To-day 1s o day ol wealth
getting, Become wealthy and you are
great; be poor, even though honest,
and you are nobody. Such is our
buslness creed.  “Be hounest as long as

course
centsa a

you can and get wealth houestly, but
et 1L anyway,” Is often the advice of
wman of the world. But we have wan.
dered from our subject.  Wo simply
desired to show that nowudays men
keep their bargalus only within the
strict letler of the law, for the reason
that we are law-abidlng cltizens, The
lw i3 our guide; business consclence
iy, to o large extent, releguted to the
habitations of memory. I the pub-
ishers of the copy-books had no ob-
ligatory agreeient to lower the price
of copy-books, they were not foreed to
Jo 80 and no one would expect it.

In concluding our remarks on this
subject we would again state that we
are Informed on good anuthority that
on January 1st, 1893 copy books will
comtnence to be sold at six cents. All
retailers should aee that arrangements
are mude for a rcbate on all stock
then hield by them,

SOME STRIKING PHASES OF THE
BOOK TRADE.

The dedilery in.books for the use of
students In the higher educational iu-
stitutions of this Province arc xone.
what agitated over one or two
vhases of their trade.

One is the practice among jobhers
of huying a large quantity of n for.
cign publication, which is sold In Can.
ada, and then, having secured these at
u very low cost, yeduee the retail price
to such an extent us to prevent any
further fmportation by opposition
houses or by retailers. IFor example,
a shilling and six-pemy book which
usually sells in Canada at 5O cents,
when bought at a low cost in the mna.
ner deseribud, may be sold at about
30 cents retail, the Jobber allowing
the retafler the usual discount of 25
per cent. But no person cun lmport a
small guuntity and compete with this
price, and henee the jobber monopolizes
the trade in that book,and still makes
n fairly good profit. It Is an exceed.
ingly clever business device, and con-
stdering that we are all making woney,
or at least aiming at that object, and
considering that the honesty of the de-
vice cannot be questioned, it cannot
be cordemned.

‘The jobbers suy that they arc foreed
into this tor the reason that when o
dealer can fmport at the same eost,
and can walt for the importations, he
will putronize foreign houscs rather
than his own, This should vot be. Can.
wdinns sliould ng far as possible aim
at keeping all w » prolit possible in
the hands of Canadian dealers.

On the other hand, the retailers
complain that on books which are sold
at such reduced prices che discount iy
small and profits mucl lces, In Tor.
onto thiy iy still further lessencd by
the fact that thic booksellers unllow a
discount of 10 per cent. on all retalt
prices  of such higher educational
works.

This fact introduces & second phase
of the book trade, which is more local.
The University of ‘Coronto has a sys-
tem of book-selling of its own,  Orders
for any publications whatever may be
left with the Jibrarlan, aud these are
sent away at certain perlods; and
when the books urrive they are deliv-
cred to the person ordering at a very
small advacne on cost. This is ex-
cecdingly detrimental to the trade;
not 80 much beeause the cost to the
student §8 lower, since in the majority
ol cases it iy not, but hecause the stu-
dent s persuaded that this §s the best

manner of procuring books,  MHenee
to attract the trande the dealers wmre
forced to olfer n discount of 10 per
cent. This leaves the dealer with o
very stnll murgln of proifts, and henee
the slightest shortening ot these leads
to serious trouhle.

The first meth-d mentioned, that ot
the Jobber canno: e condemued ; It
Is stmply a buslness expedient. But
It may not be so benefletal ag 1t secins,
It retail dealers are lsolated In fecling
and try -vo do more impotting than be-
fore. This should bo guarded aguinst
ag much aa possible,

The sccond phuse, that ol the uni.
versity buying books and taking the
trade out of the hands of men who
contribute to the support of the unl-
versity, scems hardly fairv. It is not
not pleasant to coutribute to the daily
sustenanece of an animual which then
tries to destroy you. This shoulil be
remedied, and that right speedlly. It
the dealers would agitate sufflelently
the evll would be removed. It rests
with themselves to remedy this palpa.
bie unfairness.

NEW TEXT-BOOKS.

Three new text books have Just heen
authorized by the Kducation Depart-
ment for use In Ontarlo schools.  Oue
is the long-promiscd Public Qclioot Hix.
tory of England and Cannda. “The
author s W, J. Rohertson, B. \., LL.
L., of St. Catharines, ‘The bhook I«
slightly larger thun the oue now used,
and much njore slmple in the language
and style. The price 18 80 cents, Le-
Ing flve cents less than the other one.
‘The flrst editlon {8 promised for Sep-
tember 10th, but the publishors report.
that this cdition I8 all ordered, and
that they ars working day amd night
in order to supply ull orders with the
least possible deiny.  ‘The publishers
are the Copp Clark Co.

‘This firm also publish the Flrst Latin
Book by Hendersun and Flutcher,  Mr.
tfenderson is yprincipal of 8t. Cath.
arines Colleglute 1lnstitute, and Mr,
Fletcher, professor of Latin In Queen's
University, Kingston. ft covers the
work of the primary examination, as
well as the junlor leaving and junijor
matriculation exnminations. Another
f.atin book covering much the same
ground has been authorizedl, and is pub-
lished by the Methodist Book Room.
It §s entitled the Primary Latin Book
and is written by Adam Carruthers,
classical master of the Jamleson Ave-
nue Colleglate Institute, Toronto, and
J. C. Robertson, B. A., head master of
the Toronto Junction figh School. The
firat cdition has been issucd and al-
ready sold, and another will soon  bhe
ready. These two books are placed
on the market, and either may be usced
at the discretion of the hoards and
the teachiers. They will displace the
Introductory Lautin Book, the Latin
Grammar and the Latin Prose, hence
there will be quite a saving tg the con-
sumer and less profit to the retaller.
Of course all the books at present
authorized will be continued for a
time, but wil ultimately be removed
from the lst. 1t is ditficult to tell how
soon this may be done, but thc suitn-
bility of the new books must firgt be
conclusively proved. The old history
will hardly be on the authorlzed list
tonger than vne more year, As both
historles have the same name, dealers
must be carcful in ordering, The pub-
lishers have «lcsignated the new one,
Robertson, in their telegraphle code,
andthe old one, Fend.



