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THE COPY-BOOK TAN(LE.W JHEN BOOKS AND NO.
TIONS ainounced tiat
the putlbile sehlool wrlting

Curse wouild be sold for six
cents a copy atter the tiret
of July We thoaght we were re-
curding a pîro.îspctiv ftact. But It
was more proispective than wLe
thouglt. Still tie Education Depart-
<tent tad mld ftiht i It. %oeith would be the
case; and. thougl we recognizeti that
-iuch reduction menat a decrease li
pîrofits to the publisher, jobber nuit re-
taller, we land io reason to believe that
the departnent was misleading the
public . .d did nlot expect its regula.
tions to be carrIed out. To fail to
fulfill Its promises would have caused
tli Depurtient to lose prestige li

ithe eyes ut the peuple of Ontario, and
we haid no idea that the regulations
would not be carried out. We tsated Ii
our laist iassue tiat we atill iad confi-
dence i the department's power to do
what It said It would do. Subsequent
results, ut wlici we have authorita-
tive Information, slons thiat the De-
artmnent will fulfill ite promises ; and

un January It. 1898, the retail price
of the copy books will bc six cents
aplece. True, tihere lhas been a delay
tf six monthes, the publisher has hid
more profits, lie jobber a greater
volume of sales, and the retaller lins
not losti. Only thle cousiuer bas not
gained anything, and perhaps ve nay
add the Departmtent, for procrastina-
tion should not be the attrIbute of aiy
authorlty. The Iiquisitive reader may
be anxious to know tihe cause ofthe
delny, even white lie has fuund It prof.
Itable. On tills pouit Books and No-
tions lins nothing to say beyond wvhat
ins, been said previously. Thero wats
sonte sort of lîitch or nisunderstand.
luig li the arrangements for reduction
of prIce, and as a result certain per.
sones have galned and certain persons
tost. In these days of busincs skill,
ngreements to bu bInding must bu
drawn In a very skillful manner, and
fortified In every possible way. Busi-
ness Integrity of the last quarter of
fite nilneteenthî century oa not the
spirit of the law. but only the letter
of It. Consienuenitly n ierson wili de-
nounce anuy business man for taking aIl
the advantige lie can of life's oppor.
tunities. To-day lA i day or vealth
getting. Becone wealthy and you are
great; bu poor, even though honest,
and yott are iobody. Such is our
business creed. "Be lotuest as long as

yon cenn aniitl get wealth hiloiestly, but
get it an uuyway," la oitei the advice of
t main of the world. But we have winl.

dered fromt our subject. We siuply
desiredt to shto aint nowaudays ienl
keep their bargniio uonly within the
strict letter of titeI law, for the reston
fitat ve are law.abidin eltistens. The
lawv Is our guide ; butsitesa contcientce
is, to a large e:tent. relegntted to thle
iabitations tf muenory. If the publ.
isihers of the copy-books had ta ob.
lgatory agrecment ta lower the price

-i copy-books, tley wero not forcei tu
du so and ntu une would expect It.

li coniciluding our remarks oi this
subject w would aigaint state thant w-e
are iîformued on good authority that
ot Januîiary 1st, 1893 copy books wili
comnence ta be sold at six cents. Ali
retailer ahould see that arrangenients
tire uide for a rebate on aIt stock
then lield by theu.

SOME STRIKING PHASES OF THE
BOOK TRADE.

The lealers lin.bookg for tie use or
studenits li the higher educationai In.
stitutonts of titis Province arc sone-
what agitated over one or two
pliase of their trade.

One te the practice amoig jobbers
of buying a large quantity of a for.
elgi publication, wiuleh is sold in Cun.

tîda, ant theni, having secured these lit
a very low cust, 1reduce the retail price
to sucli ait extent as to prevent any
further iunortationt by opposition
liuses or by retailers. For exanpfle,
a sh1illing ad six.pelny book whiclh
usually sell in Canada at 50 cents,
wlenl bought at a low cost in tih mtna.
lier described, may be sold at about
30 centas retail, the jobber allowng
the retaliler the uwual discount of 25
per cent. But io person cat imiport a
smtit qutittty aund compete wtith this
prIce, and lence the jobber mnonopolies
fte trade In tint book,and still nakes
a fairly good profit. It la tan exceed.
Ingly clever business devIce, and con.
sidering that. ve tire ail making money,
or at lenst alaing at that object, and
considering tiat the houesty of tt- dle-
%ite cansuot be questioned. it catiot
bie cordemned.

Tie jobbers say that they are forced
into titis Aur the reason that wlien a
dealer cnn import at- the sanme cost,
and cati watt for the Imaportations, hte
will pntrotize foreign bouses rather
thni lits own. This hoiluld uot be. Can.
alansi abouli ns far as possible ati
it keeping ail a. - profit possible In
tlie hande of Canadin dealers.

On the othler hand, the retallers
comtplain thant on books which are sold
atif such reduecd prices the discount is
smuall and profits muel. lIs. In Tor.
onto this is still further lessened by
tlie tact that tle booksellers uallov a
discount, of 10 per cent. on ail retail
prices of such haiglier educational
works.

This tact introduces a' second phase
of the book trade, whilèh e more local.
The University of Toronto has asys-
ten of book-selling of its own. Orders
for any publications wvliatever mny bu
left witih the librariau, and these are
sent away at certain periots; and
wien the book3 arrive they are deliv-
crei to the persuht ordering at a very
smail advane on cost. This la ex-
credingly detrimental to the trade;
nlot, o mach bccaumso the cost to the
student ts lower, since in the majority
ti cases it is not, but because the @tu-
tient la persuaded that this Is the best

mianner of proeuring books. leue
tu attract lthe triade the dealers are
forced to offer at discount ut 10 per
cent. Titis lraves ithe dealer wtith n
very sintilli a-gin of profits, and ience
the slightest slorttihîg ut these lenis
to seriois troule.

Tle tirst iîutuethd mllettinetid, Hut. ut
the jobber castito Le conîdcmniei ; if,
s si mly a butinuess expedient. But
it mnlay net be so benceleini as it seetts,
if retail dealers are isolated lu feeling
and try.lo dlo mslre imtporting thitan b.
fore. This slould bu gnlaraded agnlist
ais mnuci as possible.

Tie second pitse, thaht of the uti-
versity buying books and taking the
trade out of the hands ut inca who
contribute to lte support of the unit-
versity, seetis hardly fui.. I ts isnot
naut plealsant to coutribute to tie dalily
sulistenanec of an animal which then
tries ta destroy you. Tils stould bu
remuedied, and titt right apeetily. If
lite dentlers would tgitatu ,suffielently
the evil would bu removed. It rests
witlh themliselves to remsiedy this palp-
ble tiftirsess.

NEW TEXT-BOOKS.
Three hnew text books have just been

nuthorized by the Education Dlelatrt-
nient for aite li Onturio chools. Oie
li tie losg-proumisel Public Sctool lis.
tory of Enaglaitt and Canada. The
author is W. J. llohàertsot, B. A., LL.
B.. of St. Cathiarinsi. 'Tlie book lm
slightly larger thuit tien ole now utsied,
and mnuch more simple lis the lainguage
and style. Tie prien As 80 cents, be-
ing five cents leass talit the other <>n1e.

The first edition is pîronisetl for S.ep-
tenber 10th, but the puiishers report
that this iititon As al orikrel, sait
that they arts workinig day and niight,
in order to 6tilply ail orders with tit,
Ieast possible deimry. The publishters
are the Copp Clark Co.

This fiirm also publisli tite First Latin
Book by Henderson and Fittcher. Mr.
ifenderson la irncipal of St. Cath-
arines Collegliate Institute, and 'r.
Fletcher, professur ut Latin lin Qutett'
University, Kingston. It covers tlhe
work of the primary examiîatatiosn, sa
well as the junior leaving and junIor
mnatrculatlon examinations. Anotier
Latin book covering muei the samie
grouni hsas been authorizetl, and la pub-
Ilished by thie Nietiodist iilook Rout.
It is entitled the Prinary I.atln Book
and la iwritten by Adam Carruthers,
elassica misiter of lie Jniieson Ave-
nue Colleginte Institute, Toronto, and
J. C. tobertson, B. A., Iead master of
the Toronto Junction liih Slhool. The
first edition lais lieei issued and ai-
ready sold. and another will san b-
ready. Theue two books are placed
oi the market, nut elither ttay bu uîsed
at the discretion of the boards and
flic tencliers. They wvili diîrplace the.
Introductory Lestin Book, the Latin'
Gramimar nut the Latin Prose, ience
thlre will be quite a saving tg ehe cou-
-cumer and less profit to the retailler.
of course al] the books at preent
authorizei will bu continued for a
finie, but wlil ultimistely be removei
from lthe Ut. It is difliult to tell h1ow
soon titis my Ue donc, but the sulti-
bility of the iew books must tiret bu
conclusively proved. Tie old history
wili hardly be ot the authorIzed listt
longer than une Inore year. As both
histories have the saie linme, dealer
muust becarenfulan ordering. The pub-
Ishera have designatei the new une.
Itobertson, in their telegraphilc code,
nnd.the old bae, Fend.


