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authorities in relation tu tho position of
traps, and to dieo ventilation of sewers ; thiere
ia a want of a perfect trap ; tirero is a want
of a peî fectly non-corrosive niaterial for drains
and soul ai-d other pipes ; there is scainping
as welii as ignorance iii relation te the plural)-
ing work, manifeste,], littie or nîuch, iii spite
of all cre and oversigit ; ail of uichl, with
othier clefeots and d1augers, make tire systeni
exceedingiy dangerous. And 11t, onIY is it
directly dangerous to tho city in wvhicli it is
constructed, but wiLli Llie prescrit method of
disposai of sewage, after it lias been re-
rnoved f rom tire city,emp)tyingr it into strearna,
rivers and lakes, inistead of purifying it by
nmeans of a sewage fari or of somne less
tnturai chienical procesa, it is, frei contamni-
nation of the water suppiy, reiidered exceed-
ingly dangerouz te other cities and towns; or,
as in the case of Toronto, dangerotis in this
wayi, tee, te thie eity it, relieves of sewage.
But buman progyress, it appears, is net made
witlîout, penalties, and the penalty of perfect-
irig the water-cariiago system for our dwel-
lings lias been,,and will continue yet for sonie
time te corne to be, a vast sacrifice of hurnan
life. It is i'rolab'e that, tllis penaltyti
sacrifice of life, even wiith, the system imnper-
feet as it la, is lîglirer than that of thre vilely
barbarous system. of storing, exoretia, in the
vauîts, and casting the siopa upon. the ground
at, the hacàk loor. Indeed any systein %vould
be better-nio.-e conceivabie could be worse,
thlan tire old disgusting niUethod of cioset
vauîts. Fortnnateiy, heowever, tîrere are
otlier miethods for safely remnoving and dis-
pesing, of waste niatters besides that in v-hicli
open pipes cxtend frein fli systeni of street
sewvers (wliih eften cor-tain cess-pools of stag-
nant sewagre) direetiy inte our bed-roonrs and
kitchens. lu an ele-atedcl ity 'vibh a free-
outflow, and Nvith abundance of water, the
system under consideration is less obje-,ction-

or ashes clok;ots for tho 'exerota, and -discon-
neeLion in ý-li yard oL' ail tlie wvaste pipes for
househiolit tlops--bearing wvith. the extra
trouble Nvlîchl tire lattler would give in frosty
weatier. This niay scern to rnany like ad-
vocating a retrograde course, but it is sîmply
in favor of nîaking haste slowvly, and of pro-
gressing cautiously and safoly. If ail con-
nections between the sewvers and the sinks,
batis and closets8 in our h3:uses wvere entirely
cut off in the yard by an open grating,giving
complete separation between thie pipes and
i e drains and sewvers, many premature
deaths wvould be prevented-niany 11vos
saved. Many now are discarding fixed wash-
in,, stands 'vithi -%astepipes in bed-rooms, and
wve shouid like te finid thediscarding principle
extended te the present usual method of dis-
posai. of otlier househoid siops.

M1atters Recent and Current.
SF.wrn_ VENTILATION iS a qulestion wb

is always beingr more or leaqs diseussed. Coem.
plaints of the foui smeiis from-sceer gratings
are. frequent in most cities, and it, is'proposed
by some to ventilate the sewers by mneans of
ppes carried up frorn house drains te the

top.9 of the houses, and even to use the soul
pipes of the bouses for the purpose. A
scover, frein which. offensive sinells arise, is
clear]y a badiy constructei sewver, and is not
carrying oif thre sewage preper]y, and thE,
best Nvay to reniedy the inatter and rErnove
the smell is to have the sevrer taken up and
laid in. a more perect manner with a freer
ouitflowv.. A foi stueli from a grating iný
dicates, uniistak-abiy, stagnant putrifying
sewage not fur off, and to prevîde a rernedy
simply for conveying the effluvia to. soine
point -%vhere it wvil1 mot offend the sense of
smeii, is like tieating a syinptom of disease
Nwithout attexnpting te rernove thre Pause.

I t t. t .

ttwrf. Ttia, in~ a ciry Nvrtiî opposite cenditions. Sewers snouat be se censtructed as te carry
But evenin thre inost favorable circurastaxrees, away aIl sewagye before it has had time te
tuie writer, after nrany years of observation decempoÉe and give risc te offensive gases.
and study of thiis subjeet, rather than have "O ÀLL EXPEDIENTS " Dryden has 'vritten,
cornpieto connectien between thie sewerage i
Fystritn and tire sinks, baths and olosets in a "nevbar one wvas geed.** In thre case of sewers
dwelling-, wvould muchi prefer the use of earth a% at present constructed, sQIWQ sert of ventil-


