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The views of Professor Adamni, of Montreal, arc weIl known. For
years lie hias taught what is known as the lawv of adaptation. By this is
mecant the acquiring of a sort of soil that does flot favor some diseases.
Both hie and others have pointed out that certain diseases act with terrible
severity in.a. new soi]. Measies among children of some island xvhere the
disease was formerly unknown is a most fatal malady. So with tuber-
culosis when it is introduced arnong people wlxo have flot been subject
to it in the past. It would seem that in the course of long centuries a
sort of racial imnxunity is acquired. Is this a phase of heredity? Surely
it must be regarded as minus heredity, or a lessening tendency to the
disease, syphilis and srnallpox are nxuchi severer diseases among savages
than among the civilized. As Dr. Adami puts it, if the Ancient Greeks
came upon the earth now> tuberculosis wvould in all probability makze
short workz with thiem.

Turning to, a paper by Dr. Latham, of St. George's Hospital and the
Hospital for Diseases of the Chest, on the heredity of tuberculosis 've
meet with tixis sentence as the last one of his very able paper: "There
is some evidence to, suggest that the diminishing incidence and mortality
of the disease may be in part due to a partial imrnunity inherited in the
course of generations frorn tuberculous ancestors in whom the disease hias
been cured. The theory that there is an inherited predisposition to tuber-
culosis is based on insufficient evidence."

Another paper of those on this subject is that by Dr. E. F. Bash-
ford, Director of the Cancer Researchi Laboratory, on the hicredity of
cancer. He shows that amongr males i death. in every ii after the age
of c_3 is due to this disease, and among femnales i in every S. If one lias
no more tha,,.n the tendency found in the conxmunity at large, tlic fore-
going figures woutd show the likelihood of death by cancer. 1In the
experiniental study of cancer it lias been sho'vn that ixxicc cari be rendered
refractory or liable at il.Gernian tilice mnay be modified by prolonged
sojourn in, Norway, and Englisli mice by prolongred sojourn in Germany.
Thiere is here constitutional conditions that are favorable or unfavorable
to the growth of cancer; and that these constitutional tendencies can be
modified at wvill. Such constitutional conditions or changes may be
acquired by man.

Dr. ]3ashfoi-u- concludes by stating that "Withi notliingy but negative
evidence of the part playcd by inherited constitutional conditions before
uis, anld wvith positive evidence of fixe important part acquired constitu-
tional conditions can play in furthering the -rowvth, perlxaps fihe develop-
ment, -of cancer, wve shahl more profltably spend otir time if we frankly
seek to ascertain hov.' they are acquired, than if we continue to, preachi the
doctrine that they are inhecrited and that it is hopelcss to, contend against
then. "

327


