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of the profession I have iad thel hoînour of belonging for thirty years-an
experience 1 hope sufficient to justify ny taking upon myself to suggest
(in the absence of any lav on the subject) a form that might be adopted
by the Mledical Boud, which would at once protect the public, and raise
the practitionetrs tu a rank that w ould entitle thein tu the appellation of
professional men:-

lItsT-Tlie conduct of a practitioner should be proved to be such
as wil entitle him tu rank as a genîitleman, not ha ing offended the laws
of his country, nor sacrificed his honour and dignity as a citizen.

SEcomy-i-He shouild show by his indentures that he bas served a
proper apprenticeship with sou competent piactitioner, in any country
under the Britisl Cron n ; or if fiumi the Unted States, should have a
diploma from the Cullege of Surgeon Dentists in hatever State he may
have studied ; in eitheir instance, proving also by aflidavit that he is the
person theren naned.

Ti[IRDLY-ile should be subimitted to such a Medical examination as
will ensure that he possesses a thorough knowledge of the anatomy and
ph3siology of the hunian lcad, ftce, and parts adjacent (if any line of
demarcatiun can be gi' en). IIe should alsu certainlv have a knowledge
of Cheinistry, at least suflicient to cnablo hima to pieseribe in the many
complicated cases appeitaining to the derangement oC the dental organs.

If theqe rules, which are now in force on the Continent of Europe, wereadopted by the Medical Board here, I feel persuaded it would be received
as a great boon by all persons practising the Dental art; that is to say,by those who arc compcetenàt , and they liu aie not, should be classed in
the saine categor3 u ith tlius exerescences on the Medual profession, of
which the earliest cutting away is the nost healthy for the body encum-
bered with then; and when inedical men consider that perfect mastica-
tion is the primary cause of good digestion, they will, I an sure, sec the
propiety of nv calitlr attenitiio tu the subject, and at once agree
with me that souw suichi L s ai e urge.tly i equisite.

With respect to tIe objection sometimes ai:ed that Dentistry, beine
partly neclanical, is not a legitinatc subject for the supervision of the
medical body, I wdll oalv say, I cannot believe it could possibly be so
regarded by the proulfooi generally. Mlany of the highest medical
authorities have incessantly impressed on their pupils, both in the lecture-
roomn and on ail available occasiois, that no one could be an elicient
surgeon) without a practical kniowledg of mechanics ; and one emininent
mnm in partiiular, Sir lUnj.in Br-lie, under whom I studied for a short
time, at St G.eorg -'s lFospital, us-d constantly to mako his own splints,frequently renarking tlat no one could inzke then to please luim so vell
as hiinseif.

I earnestly hope that the subjcct will gain sone attention from the
proposed meeting.

I ani, sir, your mostobedient servant,

J. B. Jo-,:s.
Toronto. 1dth June, 1852.


