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SPRING EXAMINATION, 1870, CORRESPONDENCE.
UNIVERSITIES.
. Grades. Mr. Editor :—In every thing that relates to material greatness,
STATIONS. 1 B C 1D T E Totals. the United States occupics o first rank among the nations of the
. - . - world ; but with regard to intellectual greatness, their position
Amherst. ... .. 3 3l o7 18 51 is relatively lower than that of many others. The first place
Antigonishe. ..{...... al 271 153077181 oo in this respect is generally conceded to Germany. In meta-
Baddeck......[...... 7 10 19 2 38 plysics, in philology, in history, in theology, Lotk orthodox and
gpigctowu--. feeeee 19 42 91.. 7 heterodox, Germany undoubtedly takes the lead, whilst France and
G’ugys{orough 1 ,],‘ 21) 1:; R ‘,g England are rival claimants for the second place, and each may
Halifax.. .ot oo 1 33l 5o 1) 11 point to remarkable achievements in every branch of philosophy,.
Kentville ... ... sl 40 1 i...... 59 theology and science.  Now, on none of these things can the United
};wemgol..... ofose-s] 14 2] 10 1) o States pretend to occupy a place commensurate with their great-
l‘,‘;’;geg Yorksl oo _l_; ,,‘i %‘; 9 Z(il ness in other respects.  With a population of forty millions they
Normal Schoold 11 10! 38 S DR -2 have fewer original thinkers than Scotland, with a population of
Pictou........L.. .. 1| 521 4 4| 110 less than four millions. In fact, the intellectual positivn of the
ggc\bume. ----------- 1 8 7 1 United States is at present entirely a provincial one. They are
serbrooke. .- -}, .- - - 1) spogp 2 = content to receise the thought of Furope, They furnish but little
Traroeoe roe| T 717361 o1 51 110 original thought to the world. Tt is theréfore an interesting sub-
Windsor......l...... 10 16 7 21 35 joct of inquiry—Why such a thing should be?—whyit is thata
Yamouth.....l...... 2] 10 9 3] 2 nation which claims to bo first in war, first in peace, and first in
. . - N its natural resources, should bo inferior to petty European nations
Totals G] 203 | 400 | 333 381 906 JAETe | o e position which it holds with reference to first-class thought.

The above Table shows the number of persons examined in
March last. The,delay in furnishing many of the candidates
with the usual memorandum, cxhibiting the results of the recipi-
ent’s examination has been unavoidable, and is much regretted.
Extraondinary circumstances have contributed to produce this
delay. But few persons not directly connected with the admin-
istration of the Education Office, are aware of the large amouut
of labor an examination devolves upon that department. When,
from any cause, chccks_'are experienced in the performance of
one brauch of work, delays necessarily follow in the accomplish-
ment of those branches subordinate to it.

The citation-of one fact will give a slight idea of the amount of
the work allidéd to.”_“The number of distinct papers written by
candidates and rcquiring,cxamimﬁon, and more than the usual
ham:ling, was Eleven Thousand Eight Hundred and Fourtecn

11814)

Many different reasons have been assigned for this.  Ove is that
America i3 2 young country, and has not yet attained to maturity
of thought. This is one of the commonest excuses, and yet it is
based upon a falsity, America is politieally a young country, it is
troe, but still it has the civilization of the nineteenth century, and
enjoys all the results of the past. It is not called upon to make its

rope, and should be considercd as mature in mind as their brethren
in the old world. Another excuse is, that the people of the United
States are too much cngaged in practical pursuits to think much
of intellectual. This, however, is quite untrac, for, in point of

fact, theyhave a larger population engeged in such intellectoal -
rsuits as teaching, presching, and news t editing, than cither
or B d, A thixﬂgucuse is, E:ptc the po\?tim‘x cxigen-
ces of the nation have attracted their ablest thinkers.  Yct a state-
ment like this needs only to be made in order to be answered ; for
it is notorious that, in the United States, polities do not engage the
best minds, It is aseerted there that politics have become vultstxu
jzed, and there is 2 commbdn complaint that the best mindsof the

civilization, but foond it ready made. TYts poople came from Fu-~ -



