
;Vho are callid '11e Sons of God'?î

G;od.' The book of Job contaitîs
several clear instances of this appli-
cation of' the naine. Thus the angels
are unquestionably ineatit in chapter
x-xxviii. 7. wherc it is saict, ' ail the
sons of God shouted furjoy'; because
the period rcferî'cd to, in the context,
ivas prior to, thicereation of the hurnan
race. The saine order of heings is
also ineant in chap. i. 6. and chap. ii.
L., whiere wve read that 1 the sonls of
God came to preseîît theinselves be-
l'ore the Lord, and Satan came aiso
ainong the.m.' Here the iîighly poctie
thney of the writer represents Satan,
himself an angel, as rningling in the
assenîblies of pure intelligences, to
whioni he is cqual in nature, thougli
inferior in character. These aqseni-
blies are supposed not to be held on
earth ainong men; because Satan is
represcnted as leaving the hauints of
men for the purpose of atteîîding
them. lu Daniel iii. 25, we find a
similar name given te an angelie
heing. As thc passage reads in our
version, it is naturally understood'by
most persons te nîcan Jesus Christ;
but the translation is incorrect, and
thcýref;Dre the refgrence te our Lord,
unfounded. The original Chaidee
signifies net ' the Son of God,' but 'a
son of' the godls'-an expression, which
in the rnoîith of Nebuchadnczzar eould
only mean, a superhuman or angelic
heing. This is indeed put beyond
ail doubt by flic 28t1î verse, in which
ths ivondertal personage is expresaly
called an anigel. There does not
sceni, in fact, to bc any pas-sage of the
Old Testament, iii which the appella-
tion. Sons of God' can bc proved te
designate anyr lwings btit angeis. A
fiuir initerpretation cannot attach to it
atiotlier sense, howevcr mueh that
seise niaiv be desired by prejudice
aîîd the spirit of system.

The nmost probable reason for eail-
ing the aug-ets by this îîame, was tlîeir
pre-eiiiiietit reseniblance te God, as
puussessing a spiritual nature and ex-
celling iii ,:tteii,-th and idn.-Te

rauk litghest ie the scale of derived
existence, and theréfore, deceve te
be styled, by way of eminence, ' the
sons of God.'

Il. Godly men are. called ' the sons
of God.' TÉhis is unquestionably the
nieaniîig of the appellation, whercver
it occurs in the New Tcstament. As
it %%ould be useleis te multiply pass-
ages to prove this inost familiar usage,
the foliowing exanipies slhall suffice.
In Matt. v. 9, we read, 'l3lessed are
the peacemakers: for they shall bc
called the children (the GmeËk means
radier, the sons) of God.' Again in
Rom. viii. 14, the titie occurs in a
similar sense: ' For as many as are
led by the Spirit of God, they are the
sons of God.'

The propriety of caIliné the godly
hy this nam e ay appear, if we con-
sier

1. That they derive spiritual life
fromi God. They are bore not of
bieod, nar of the will of the flesli, nef'
of the will of nman, but o? God. They
are even said (2 Pet. i. 4~) to e c 'par-
takers of the divine nature.'

2. That they bear the imaeo
G.,d. They are required (Mat. V.
48) to be perfect, even as their Father
who is in heaven is perfect. God i
love, and consequnatly those, whÔ
are justly styled his sons, mnust cherish
and manifest the like spirit. 9 In this
the childree of Gbd are inanifest, and
the children of the devil : whosoever
doeth net righteousness is not of God,
neither he that loveth not, bis brother.'
1 John iii. 10.

3. That they receive a fatherly
treatinent at the hands of God. As
one part of this treatment, must bc
mentioned, the discipline wiuich is
constantly cxercised over thein. 'If
ye endure clîastenînig, God dealeth
with yen as with sons; for what son
is Uc whom the father chasteneth net ?
But if ye be withotit chastiseinent,
%vhereof aIl are partakers, then are ye
bastards and not sons-' Heb. xii. 7,
8. t1iff as anotlier part is to buè
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