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of misropresentation ! ‘T'ho plain fuct of
tho case, is that wo only preach what is
prayed for by all other donominations ; we
anly beliove that God will accomplish tlo
convarsion of the world, which they be-
=gech Heaven to effeet, though they havo
no faith that Ieaven will bring it about.
Go to an individual, and convinco, him,
taat the impartial grace of God will save
him and all his family and unite them in
heaven with joy, and ho will not oppose it;
ha will rejoico in it.  Why should he, the
momont wo extend that grace to all. fumi-
Uos and o all nations, tako excaeptions and
oppose it, and say that he wishes not to go
0 heaven if all people will be saved? The
factis, that all persons are Univarsalists in
rogard {o themselves, and their own fami-
dies, and believo that endless wisery is for
their neighbors only. Tho doctrine of
the restitution is net thus self-righteous in
feeling or cramped in extent. It extends
the love of God to every son and daughter
of Adam, nnd it ropresopts the Messiah os
anduring tho untold horrors of erucitixion
for the salvation of the world—it locks fr-
ward to. tho work of drawing degraded:

- minds from error nnd sin and clevating

.them to the better and holier station of

victue and truth—and it holds up to our
admiring view, the destruction of csory
avil to which human life is incident, and
the introduction of the universal racs of
Adai into immoriality and.felicitv. Aud
as such, it is worthy of regard and recop-
tion, not only on accoun t of its boundless
and sublime views of another world, but
also for dts power to lead its followors
to the purest and most elevated mor-
ality. ’

REV. JOJIN FOSTRHR.

This cminent and vencrable man was a
ninister of the Calvinistic Baptist Church
in England. His Life-and Writings have
been lately republished in this country,
and his Baptist. and other Pariialist brethren
hore are much horrified to learn that their
beloved and veweraled ininister¥was all his
lifo-time a Universalist!  ifr. Foster wes
Calvinistic inevery pointof D'oiwiae, cx-
cept endless sinmng aud salemng - et
borrible sentiment he rejected as unserip-
+rural and poreasoneble.  [1is Editor, §. L2
Ryland, says of him, '

“ On ono point enly of dog.aztic ti.eo.
logy, Mr. Foster dissented from the reli-
gious community with which Le was nunst
intimately connected.  Allusisn- to this
aubject (the duration of Liture punisi-
ment) occur in two or thrce passazes of
his early corresp ndence; Lavatzs diccus-
sed ot somo lengthfin a letter (> young

ino Being, and with a most elovated stand
ard of moral excellence ; nor among those
who deom him mistaken on this subject,
could any one be found who would more
carnestly deprccato that a  theclagicnl
spaculation should occupy the thoughts to
tie neglect of practical, personnl piety,”
Vol. i. pp. iv. v.

The principal article. on 1his subject,.is
a lottor from Mr. Foster to » young minis-
ter of his ncquaintm)ée. It islong, but the
following extracts will exhibit its reasoning
and spirit ¢

¢ But, after all this, we have to meat the
grave questivn, T¥hatsay the, Scriprures?
There i3 @ force in their capression at
which we well may tremble. On no al-
lowable interpretation do they signify less
than o very protracieft duration and for-
midable severidy.  But & hope it is not pre-
sumptuous ta take advailtage of the fact,
that the'tgems eyverlasting, cterna), for ever
original or translated, are often cmployed
in the, Bible, as wedl as othier writings,
under great and various limitations of in-
port ; aud are thus withdrawn from the
predicement of neccssarily and absoluiely
meaning a strictly endless duration.  'The
limitation is often, indeed, plainly marked
by the nature of the subject. In other in-
stancos the words are used with a figura-
tive indefiniteness, which leaves the limi-
tation to be made by some general ruje of
verson avlt proportion.  They are design-

define, My resource in the present case,
then, is simply this—that since the terms
do not ncceséarily and absolutely signify
an interminable duration,~—and since thero
isin the present instance to be pleaded,
for edmitting a limited interpretation, a

stupenduous, of inhinite urgencey, involving
our conceptinns of the divine goodness and
equity, and leaving those conceptions over-
wheimed in darkness apd horror if it be
rejecied, lthereiore conclude that a limit-
ed intezpretation is authorised.  Perhaps
there is same pertience & suggestion
Which I reeallzetto have seen in~ome old
and nearl” unknowvn Lok
Pyersad rostitution s —thac the great differ-,
‘ ence of degre-s of future punishment, so

paimy st edin beriptare ailords an argn-
i mept mgainct m purpetucty ; since, it the
! demerit be infine there can be no place
' for 2 scuie of degrees, apportioning a minor
linflietion 1o semne oflenders 3 cvery one
" should be [unis' ¢d up to thé utmost that

his natere can suxtawn ; and the same reas-

on of equity Uwwe may be for a limited

measure, there way consistently be for a
* I'mited duration. 'I'a2 assignment of an un-

cd to mngnify, to aggravate, rather than to

reason in the moral cstimate of things, of |

n fuor of unis g

minister, written in 1841 (vol. §i }. 262, limited guration vwoald seem an abandon-
Without offering an op'nion on ¢ the rorid ‘ weut of t.c pranciple of the diseriminating
argument,’ which 1o a mind of co bigh an : T3 ol-served in the adjustment of degrees,
arder carried irresistible force. or inquiring ) 173t be asked, how could the docirine
what exceptions may be taken 1o those ! have beza e pleinly and positively as-
views of mankind and the present Yo fo . sorted than it 1sin the Scripture language?
whichit may cppear .that that argument }1 answer, Ik, how do e construct our
awes much of its cogency—and while | words and septences to express it in an
thoso wio differ from, and not a few, proo- }ahsoiute manner, so as {o leave no possibili-
ably, who would assent to his views, may |ty of understanding the lenguage in a difs
rogret that the statements of Scripture are | ferent, equivozal, or questionable sense ?
not more fully discussed—it may kLe per- ‘And may we not think that ifso trapscend-
mitted, an justice to his memory, to remark | ently a doctrine has bepn meant to bLe
thatin Mr. Foster’s mind, as is evident | stamped as in burning characters on our
tomporary destruction might Lo used, but | faith, there would have been such forms of
rom his other writings, s belief was as- | propositions, of circumlocution if neces-
sociated with the holiest views of tye Div- | sary, &3 would have rendered all doubt or

Icondemn the world, but that the world
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question a mere paipable ahsurdity ¥ Vol.
ii. pp. 267, 2085, .

But this is not all=not ouly was the
eminently pious and truly evangelical +ir.
Foster a bel ever in Universalism, ba le
has informed the would that a number of
clergymen of his acquaintance were alo
Universalists. This is sad news fur onr
opposers. Well:may they ask in astoniche
ment, ¢ Whatis the world coming tot”"—
and as wolland truly may we repiy, “Com-
ing to light, to bo suro !"*

“ Acnumber (not large, but of grent ui-
ety and intolligonce} {of ministers w thin
iy acqueintancs seseral now dead, have
heon disbeliovers of the ductrine in ques-
tion ; atthe smme time not feeling them-
solves imperatively calied upon to male a
public disavowal ; contenst with cmploy-
ing in their ministrations strong general
terms in tienouncing tho doom of impen.
itent sinners.  For ono thing, a consider-
ution of -the unreasonable imvpuiations anl

any publicly declared partial defection
from rigid-orthodoxy, has made of® think
they should bettar consult their wsefduss
by not givingh promineance to thig dissen-
tient point ; while yet they make no con
cealment of it in private communications,
and in answer to arious inquiries.” Vol.
ii. p. 270. '

THE SPIRIT, NOT 'THE LETTLR.

* The letter killteh, bub the spirit giveth
life,” is the language of the apostle Paul
in contrasting tho law with the gospel, and
the caying furnishes us with an infullible
rule by which tojudge of every dispensa-
tion, institution and doctrine in the warld.
' Let us apply it ina few instances,

< The life is more than the meat, and the
ibody than the rafmgnt,’? wes the language
yof a greater than Paul—and he applied it
to encourage conletitedness under the al-.
 lotments of diving providence, and trust in
Ged. Tt is equallyj applicable 1o every
means, and to every end, tho end is always
superior to the.means—the hody, to.the
raitent —thio, life, 3o the meat—1the soul, to
its ficsy tabernecle—the whole, to a part—
and the cternal, to the temporal., Yeare
of more value than many sporrows,” is
but another form of its greaf prineipie, cal-
culated 1o assure us, that if God provides
for the wants of the inferior creation, he
will more surely provide for, man~and if
for that body, how much more far tha soul.
And this assurance receives further confir-
mation in the declaration, that if God. pro-
vides so well for the lilly of the valley,
shich to day is, and to-morsow is cut down
and burned, how much more will he-pro-
vide for the highor and truer glory of his
moral blossoms who endure to all eternity.
Still, still we have the clevation of end
above means—of greator thove lesser—
of spiritual over material. .

Of the same character is the declaration
of the Savior, that he came * not to des-
troy men’s lives, but to-save the;n;” and
that the Father had sent his Son, “not to

through him.raight be saved.” And-with
these clear declarations of the great prin.
ciple, agrees that more ancientsaying, that
God has no pleasure in the death of the
sinner, but that he:tura from lis evil way
mkt’!,livc. In order, then, tosave life, cven

unmeasured suspicions aut to bo cast oa

.spiritual” death in hell?

'| in the light of common sense_and Serip- ..

noyer the revesse: for the end muwt of
ways be suporior to the means, and ¢ -
must alwnys be regarded movs than o1y
8o condemnation, whea opposed to o))
tining the eud, (salvation,) must be dn
regarded — not inflicted—for. us hfe
greater than destruction, even so must 8a.
vation be obtained, rather than condomnsd
tion. * Butsf condemnation (or damnntion;
can be nfade to work for Lo d—fur salvy
tion——then the means may Le used to o
care the onde Thus itis that Gad has n.fs
!p!easnre in the mmnee's death, but [1. v

vt gau et At

o Sy s

- -

(death ] turn from his ovii way and live.—F
: Tho'mic vus are dlvays reg~rded vs.inferios

to the end-~tho death and esndemination,
to the lifs and salvation of man

i tiana to cottend for endies= sin and endlesy

{ ?
* government ¢

Cwill cver cloose or permit moral death,
; destraction and coademnation to provail

L finaliy and endleslv over life aud salva- 3

! tion—ti1t bo will select sinin preforence

. to heliness, end noisery in preference to )
lisppiness, for any of his moral offspring §=

The same rule of givieg preforence to B
spiritaver the letter—to good over evil— |
| ta ond over means - is applicable to-every ¥
P command God has given, aid to overy in- ¥
Instead of |
judging God’s rharactor and design by the a

stitution Cod has ordained.
letter of the command or the nstitution,

ovdinance, by the character of God. Lot
this be done, and a Pharisuic sabbath, -and
capital punishment in Genesisix : 6, will
vanish forever.  'What was made for man’s
Dbenefit, cen notbg meant for his injury—
what was ordained to render sacred human
life, wes nevereent to take itaway.
4. . G

29 Agin Adam all div. svenso in Christ shall
all bo made alivo.”” ) Cor. vx, 22,

That universelity is oxpressed in tlio
first member of tho sepience—all die in
Adam—is generally acknowlecged. And
that the seme universality is eapressed in
the latter member—in Christ shall all be
mado alivg—few, if any deny, and the
phrasz % cven so” abundantly proves.—
The only doubt, then, that can anse in
any mind whether the toxt teaches unives-
sal blessedness in Christ, mpust be besed on
the m.aning conveyved by the phrase
—¢ made alivein €hrist.  What dods.this
language mean?  What isit tobe ¢ made
alive in Christ. Reader, do not, I beseech
you, let sectarin prejudice answer this

find, if you can, at least one instance
where being made alive in Christ means
merely common, animal life—being mere-
ly endawed with sonsibility and couscious-
ness—before you adopt the Partialist view.
If you can not fifid one such instance, .
then must you, if you would believe what ,
God has revealed—you must believe that it
means spiritual Jife—spiritual biessedness
and glory in Christ.  “For if any man bo
in Chiist he is a now creatyge’” born again
—regenerated by the power of Him who
is * the resurrection and ke life.”” And
soit docs.mean. as the remainder of the
chapter shows ; — for what was'sown in
corruplion, weaxNess and DISHONOR,
is to be raised in Incorruption,, in powar .
and in GLORY. Is it being raised in
glory, to be raised to endlass sutlerings and
sinfulness ¢ ,Can any one be alive in
Cirist, and yet bo endlessly enduring
; Do, my dear
Partialist brethren—~do look at this subject

ture, aua behold the absurdity, not to say
the impicty of the * Orthodox™ interprs-

i
leave out] that the sipner may [by thn:-'_%
i
[]
1
i

Hawij
foolish~=how un-spirizaol, shen, for Chris- i

* swltering =3 a result or eagd in God’s moral 8
How contray to every 5
principle of grodness to supposa that God §

we nust infer the meaning of the 13w for

important question ; but go to the Bible— "}




