1894.] THE PARLIAMENT OF RELIGIONS, 853
as the Riz Veda. How about the *‘insult’’ to * our women”! As the
Madras Mail again well says :

“ We cannot say cither that there is much propriety or @ood taste in
this taunt coming from a Hindu religionist of any school. ‘The t quogue
argument would suggest rather a crushing reply. Who have done most

for the emancipation of Indian womwen from the disabilities under which
they have labored for centuries—these Western religionists whom it pleases
Vivekananda and his friends to taunt, or Brahmins and ascetics of differ.
ent schools 2 \Who has ended sutteeism and infanticide 2 Throueh whose
influcnce are widow remarriages made possible in India? Where a:d the
agitation against moustreus alliances between old debanchees of sixty and
little Hindu girls of six ariginate? Who is it that lovingly give of their
substance in order to sead the sweet ameliorations of weman’s woe into
Indizp homes ¥”

1I. This Parliament of Religions was a mistake, in the _fulse impressions
ljt on hundreds who attenged il.

Two classes of people avere there : ore composed of representatives of
the various un-Christian and anti-Christian systems ; and the other, 2 mis-
cellaneous audience mostly of nominal Christiars.  Upon both classes slike
must have beer made impressions Lunentably errorcous 2nd nisleadine

VWhat more mischievous resuit could there be than that which was in a
measure inscparable from the very fact of the Parliament—an apparent
levelliug of all faiths to a common plane? Who can doubt that such an
impression was produced who reads the reports and representztions made
by certain delegates, on their return to their own peoples? If American
Christians would see themseives as they are reflected in the mirror of this
Parlisment, they would best read, for example, The Pioncer, published in
Indis, wherein one Mervin-Marie Srell writes -

‘¢ America is starving for spiritual nourishment. In spite of the igno-
rance and provincialism of its upper classes, and the savagery of its lower,
there are many souls evervwhere throughout its great pupulation who are
thirsting for higher things—a thirst which Hinduism and Vivekananda are
going to assuage.”

In the Chicago Herald appeared the comments of a Buddhist priest
who attended the Congress and construed it into a confession and conces-
sion of the failure of Christiaaity, and the aesire of its followers for a more
satisfactory faith. He says:

“ There is no better place in the world to propagate the teachings of
Buddhism than in America. Christianity i= merely an adorument of society
in America. It is deeply believed in by very few.  The great majority of
Christians drink and commit various gross sing, and live very dissolute lives,

slthough it is a very common belicf and serves as a social adornmnent.  Its
lack of power proves its weakness.”

Onc of the Buddhists of Janan, reporting to a public meeting held in
Yokohama on his return, said :

** Daring the meetings one very wealthy man from New York became
a convert to Buddhism, aud was initiated into its nites. e is a man of
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